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HAT Trink YE or CHRIST? 
This is the moſt important queſ- 


tion in the world. Happy for that ſinner, 


who from his heart can anſwer it and ſay, 
Chriſt to me is precious, For verily, he 
is a pardoned, juſtified, ſanctified, ſaved 
foul. He is not left to afl, What muſt 
I po to be ſaved?“ but he is juſtified 1N 
the Lord by his everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, He is ſaved ix the Lord with an 
everlaſting ſalvation. 


For ſuch this little Work is intended. 
To ſuch it is humbly addreſſed. The de- 
ſign of it being to ſtir up and quicken 
them in the way of believing in Chriſt, 
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looking to Chriſt, coming unto him, and 
abiding in him ; or, in the apoſtle's words, 
& to be putting on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ;” that ſo they may enjoy more 


{weet fellowſhip with him, find more of , 


the ineſtimably preciouſneſs of him, and 
experience more of his wonderful love, 
which paſſeth knowledge. For, by the 
cleaving, in heart and affection, to our 
heavenly Bridegroom, we ſhall be more 
ſpiritual in our frames, more humble in 
our hearts, more circumſpect in our walk, 
more heavenly in our converſation, and 
more holy in our lives. Hence, we ſhall 
become more dead to the world and its 
yanities, to fin and its miſeries, and to 
ſelf-righteouſneſs and its deceits. 


: Methinke, 


* 


Methinks, I feel myſelf ſuch an in- 
finite debtor to my Lord, for his match- 
leſs love, rich grace, and glorious falva- 
tion, that I never would have done teſ- 
tifying of him to my tetlow-finners while 
my heart can beat, my tongue can ſpeak, 
or my hand can write, As the Lord has 


lately raiſed me from a dangerous illneſs, . 


I would joyfully ear this freſh teſtimony 
to his glory, Lord, mercifully pardon, 
and powerfully ſubdue all the evil which 
cleaves to me, and freely forgive all that 


is amiſs in this, and every work done by 


me. — 


Verily, if I were never to attempt to 
do a good work, becauſe, with St. Paul, I 
find, when T would do good, evil is pre- 
ſent with me;” nor ever to perform any 
duty till I found myſelf totally free from 
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all the infection of nature, and all the 
workings of pride and vainglory, I might 
ſoon commence a licentious Ax rINOMIAx. 
That, ſays a dear friend from the Nor rn, 
you are deemed already. I aſked, Whe- 
ther in principle or practice ? He replied, 
Not in practice; but your writings are 
condemned as the vileſt Antinomianiſm. 
Truly, this is no more than the common 
fate of all who are enlightened to ſee, 
enabled to believe, and ſtrengthened to 
contend for the icripture-doctrine of full 
and final juſtification, and everlaſting ſal- 
vation by the Son of God ONLY. 
Thank God, I have ſo many dear, holy, 
and pious friends to keep me in counte- 


nance. This foul name, ſome are very 


laviſh in beſtowing on thoſe who differ 
from them in points of doctrine, But, in 
this 
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this cenſure, how little there is of that 
LOVE, that chriſtian Love, that perfect 
LovE, which is ſo much cried up, is very 
evident. The Lord pardon ſuch, and 
enable me to paſs by this injury. 


However, I think it behoves me to em- 
brace this opportunity to teſtify, — iſt, 
That the juſtification of finners, from firſt 
to laſt, is by the free grace of God, thro? 
the life and death, the ONE atonement, 
and the ONE righteouſneſs of the Son of 
God, without any of our works and de- 
ſervings,-2d, That the comfort of that 


_ juſtification is enjoyed in the heart and 


conſcience, through faith, by thoſe who 
are regenerated by the Spirit of God.— 
3d, That this grace of God, which brings 
{alvation to us, moſt powerfully teaches 

do 
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to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and to lively ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent world. th, That 
this faith, through which the finiſhed ſal- 
vation of Chriſt is received and enjoyed, 


is a holy faith, that it excites and animates 


the ſayed, juſtified, ſanctiſied ſoul, to all 


holineſs of heart, lip, and life.— 5th, That 


believers are created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, which God hath before or- 
dained, that we ſhould walk in, although 


not in order to be juſtified by them, either 


firſt or laſt, in whole or in part, but to 
ſhew forth the praiſes of God, who hath 
called us out of darkneſs into his marvel” 


lous light—to glorify God, who hath 


tranſlated us into the kindom of his dear 


Son—to adorn the doctrine of God cur 


Saviour—and to evidence that we are 
made 
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made meet for the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light.—-6th, That where theſe fruits of 
righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt 
to the glory of God, are not brought 
forth in the life; if we do not hate fin, 
which orce we loved, and love holineſs, 
which once we hated, we have no evidence 
that we poſſeſs the faith of God's elect : 
that faith by which ſalvation is now en* 
joyed, and to which eternal life is for 
ever ſecured in Chriſt Jeſus— for, to all 
who believe, Chriſt is equally precious as 
a Saviour from the power of fin, as he is 
as a Juſtifier from condemnation for fin. 


— Now, I fay, if for believing and con- 


tending for theſe ſcriptural truths, I am 
deemed an Antinomian, I am content. I 


pray God I may increaſe and abound here- 


in more and more, and live and die in ſuch 
bleſſed Antinomianiſm. 
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Ay, but ſays another friend in the 
Sour, For inſiſting fo much on good 
works, and on the evidence of a holy life 
and walk, you are deemed a Phariſee, and 
judged to be as legal as any rank Ax Mi- 


NIAx.“ To this I will make but a ſhore 


reply. I deteſt from my heart the proud 


tenets of Arminianiſm, as much as I do 


the licentious principles of Antinomi- 
aniſm, Yet I do, and hope I ſhall to my 


lateſt breath, inſiſt, that all is not right 


between Chriſt and the ſoul, if it be not 
earneſtly deſiring to maintain conſtant, un- 


Interrupted, holy fellowſhip with him, ſtu- 


diouſly purſuing thoſe means which tend 
to promote the life and power of practical, 
experimental godlineſs, and carefully a- 
voiding all things which are contrary to 
our moſt holy faith. 


With 


ith 
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With an humble defire and ſincere aim 
to excite to this, the following Work is in- 
tended. Dear reader, it is contrived for 
thy pocket, and intended for thy heart. 
I beſeech you to accept it in love, to 
overlook the faults you find in it, and to 
look up for a bleſſing upon it, and the 
author of it. 


Bermondſey-ſquare, 
1789. 


THE 
ONE THING NEEDFUL. 


| HE following obſcivations upon 
the preient {tate of religion in this 
land, are very obvious. 

1. That there never was a time in 
which the precious truths ot the goſpel 
and the glorious doctrines of grace were 
treated with to much obloquy, contempt, 
and ridicule, by the Proteſſors of Chrii- 
tianity, as in the preſent day. A moſt 
awful conſideration this! For this, we may 
juſtly dread the molt fore and impending 
Judgments to be executed upon this fin- 
ju! land. Yet, 

2. That this is a day in which the 
Lord is ſending forth many labourers 
into his vineyard, who preach the ever- 
Liſting goſpel with great clearneſs, power, 
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and faithfulneſs; and which goſpel the 
Lord cauſes to have free courſe, to run 
and be glorified ; to the gathering in 
multitudes of precious fouls to Chriſt, 
whom he enables to live in the rich expe- 
rience, and walk in the ſweet enjoyment 
of his pardoning love, juſtifying grace, 
comforting peace, and ſanctifying influ- 
ence. This is a moſt joy ful reflection. 
This, a favourable ſignal to our fin:ul 
nation. But ſtil], 

3. That though, perhaps, there never 
was a greater — of Chriſt, and of 
the truth as it is in him, than in this day, 
yet many, very many profeſſors, content 
themſelves with the form of godlineſs, in 
ſtead of the power — the notion of truth, 
inſtead of the experience of it—the name 
of faith, inſtead of the grace of it—the 
mere profeſſion of Chriſt, inſtead of the 
actual poſſeſſion of him. For, how few 
really feel their hearts happy in him, 
hopes centered on him, and their 
affections going ont after him? Hence, 
they are not devoted in life and walk to 


the glory of Chriſt. This calls for much 


ſelf-examination, and great ſearching of 
hearts 
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heart. Such is the chequered ſcene ex 
hibited in this our day. | 

From a view of it, „My heart is en- 
diting a good matter.” O for the pen of 
a ready writer, to ſet forth the matchleſs 
glory, and oy pry excellency of the 
King— t HE King oF KINGs—the King 
of ſaints, even King Jeſus, your King 
and mine, ye once ſtout hearted rebels 
againſt his crown and government! But, 
O the love of his royal heart! Inſtead of 
executing fierce vengeance upon us, for 
our manifold fins, lo, he came from heaven 
to earth, with a flame of love in his heart, 
and matchleſs grace on his lips, on pur- 
poſe to die for us, to waſh us from all our 


fins in his own blood, to conquer the re- 
bellion of our hearts againſt him, and to 


win our affections to him. Hath he ſaved 
us by his precious blood ? Hath he made 
us his willing, loving diſciples by his 
powerful grace? Verily, it is, that we 
ſhould live in the ſweet enjoyment of all 
the rich bleſſings of his kingdom, be holy 
and happy every day, yea, every hour, 
IN HIM; and in life and love be wholly 
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voted to him. This is his loving will con- 
cerning us. 

But whence then thoſe ſighs and com- 
laints—=thoſe doubts and fears—thoſe 
jealouſies and ſuſpicions, which ſo rend 
the hearts of his diſciples, diſtreſs their 
ſpirits, and diſhonour their dear Lord and 
Saviour ? Come they not hence ? Though 
they may be eſpouſed to Chriſt, yet they 
are not chaſte virgins to him they do not 
cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart 
—they do not live on him by faith—they 
do not obey his precious word, ADE IN 
ME. Hence, they do not bear the inward 
fruits of peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : 
nor bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs 
in their lives, to the glory of God. Ye 
cumbered diſciples, hear and receive 
your Lord's loving reproof, “ Ye are 
careful and troubled about many things: 
BUT ONE THIXG Is NEEDFUL,” (Luke 
* 42. | | 
O! for a fingle eye to look unto Jeſus, 


timple ſoul to hear and believe every word 
from his gracions lips, that we may KNOW 
THE Lovs or CHRIST conſtantly know 


it, 


an humble heart to ſit at his feet, and a 
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it, by a heart-felt ſenſe of it. This, 


this, is the one thing needful, to make 


poor ſinners rich, vile ſinners holy, and 


miſerable tinners happy in time, and joy- 
tul to eternity. 

Know your calling, ye beloved of Chriſt. 
Conſider your one buſineſs. Remember 
your chief employ. It is not, merely, to 
make a profeſſion, and to keep up a torm 
of godlineſs ; but to maintain and enjoy 
a warm, lively, comfortable ſenſe of the 
love of Chriſt in your hearts, trom day 
to day, yea from hour to hour, How is 
this to be done? There is but one way. 


The Holy Spirit of Truth, the glorifier of 
Chriſt, the ſanctified and comforter of his 


diſciples, direct us to this one way, by his 
ſervant Paul, Pur ys own TAE Loa 
Jzsus CHRIST, (Rom. xili. 14.) 

Let us indulge ſome few meditations 
upon theſe precious words. Lord, help 
us to fee the glory that ſhines in them, and 
to exerciſe our minds upon them, to 
as to put them in practice, that we may 
draw ſweet conſolation from them. Let 
us conſider, 1. Wo are here extorted?— 
2, WHAT is implied in the exaortation, 
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Pur ox CHRIST? —g. Wa we ſhould put 
him on? — WREN we ſhould put him on? 
and laſtly, The bleſſed effects and happy 
conſequences of thus putting on Chriſt. 


Brethren, let us praiſe our Lord, 
Exalt his blefled name: 

Let us hear and keep his word; 
His glory be our aim. 


Let us reſolutely ſtrive | 
To work God's work with full intent. 
And what is it ? To believe 
On Chriſt, whom he hath ſent. 
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CHAP. | 
Wo are exhorted to put on Chriſt. 


Marvellous myſtery of aſtoniſhing 
grace! Sinners, you who lee, know, 
and feel yourſelves to be nothing but fin, 
yea, the very chief of tinners, have a right, 


by free gift of free grace, to take, poſſeſs, 


and put on Chriſt, It is you, even you, 
who are here called upon to put on Chriſt, 
As for thoſe poor fouls who are dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, they all poſſeſs ſelf- 
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righteous hearts, and vain confident hopes. 
Why ſo? becauſe their underſtandings 
are blind, and their conſciences ſtupid : 
they neither ſee their miſery, nor feel 
their wretchedneſs. To exhort ſuch to 
put on Chritt, would be as fooliſh and as 
vain as to bid a dead corpſe ariſe and 
put on clothing. But it is you, ye quick- 
ened, enlightened, ſenfible ſinners, whoſe 
conſciences {mart for lin, whoſe hearts ake 
for the curſes of the law denounced againſt 
un, and whoſe ſpirits tremble to be found 
in your own righteoutneſs : It is you, ye 
afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt, and not com- 
torted by any thing that you can find and 
feel in yourtelves, who fee your own 
nakedneſs, and conſtantly view your own 
righfteouſneſ, as filthy rags, who are here 


.exhorted to put on Chriſt. But 


Paul beſt knew whom he exhorted. He 
deicribes them in the beginning of this 
epiſtle thus: “ To all that be in Rome, 
BELOVED of Gor,” (Rom. i. 7.) None 
but the beloved of God the Father have 
any intereſt in, or have any thing to do 
with Chriſt his beloved Son. But how 
did it appear that theſe finners at Rome 

were, 
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were, or that any finners now are, be- 
loved of God ? Verily, as plain as though 
the love of God was wrote in legible 
characters upon'their foreheads. This is 
clearly manifeſt, by thete two plain and 
_— evidences: 1. They were the 
called of Jeſus Chriſt—called to be ſaints. 
2. Their faith was ſpoken of, ver. 6, 7, 8. 
That finner who is favoured with theſe 
ſpecial and peculiar graces, to be called 
of God, and to have faith in and from 
the Son of God, may be as fully aſſured 
that he 1s beloved of God as though the 
voice of an archangel, or the voice of God 
himtelf, proclaimed it from heaven to his 
ears. 

Firſt, let us, dear chriſtians, conſider 
our calling. We do not enough dwell 
upon the infinite love, ditcriminating 
grace, and almighty power of the Lord, 
in effectually calling us, poor ſinners, from 
fin, death, and hell, to righteovinels, life, 
and heaven, in Tefus. V hat! hath the 
Lord fingled you out, and ſeparated you 
trom a world of dead ſinners, to hear his 
mighty voice, and to obey his loving call? 
Have you heard the ſweet, loving, and 
perſuaſive 
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perſuaſive voice of the dear Shepherd, 
ſaying, Come unto we?“ O remember, 
this is becaute you are beloved of God. 
The effectual calling of Chriſt is the 
fruit of the everlaſting love of God. Sin- 
ners being beloved of God, and given to 
Chriſt in eternity, they muſt be called, 


they muſt come to Chriſt in time. As 


love, infinite, everlaſting, immutable love, 
is the cauſe from whence our calling pro- 
ceeds, ſo the end of our calling is to be- 
lieve in, put on, poſſeſs, and enjoy Chriſt. 
For we are called to be ſaints in him: 
« Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, conſider the apoſtle 


and high-prieit of our profeſſion, Chriſt 


Jeſus, (Heb. ini. 1.) As though he had 


laid, © Ye. holy brethren of Chriſt, it 


will never be well with you, your minds 
cannot be comfortable, your hearts hap- 
py, nor your lives holy, if you do not, 
with fixed attention, conſider Chriſt as 
the ſent of God, to ſeek and to fave you: 
and as your high-prieſt, who once made 
an atonement on earth for your fins, and 
is now making interceſſion before the 
throne of God tor your jouls. This is 


the 
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10 
the glorious end of your heavenly calling 
in Chriſt, that ycu ſhould ever confider 
Chriſt, whoſe love ye know, in laying 
down his life as a rantom for your fouls ; 


* 


whoſe grace ye have taſted, in his calling 
vou to come unto him, and to believe in 


and to live upon him; and whoſe grace 
ye have experienced, by enabling you, in 
the day of his power, to turn to him, and 
to receive him as your atoning ſacrifice, 
— juſtifying righteouſneis — ſanctifying 
Lord — loving bridegroom — powertul 
keeper—and all-wiſe director. 

As ye have therefore received Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, as poor, needy, naked, 
periſhing ſinners, when ye were firſt 
called by him, and came unto him, ſo 
walk ye in him, with juſt the ſame ſight 


and ſenſe of your own miſery, wants, and 


need of him ; always looking to him, ever 
leaning upon him, and conſtantly abiding 
in him. So will you derive from him 
freſh power to Frengthen you, freſh grace 
to animate you, freth peace to retreih yotig 
freſh love to rejoice you, and freſh \nflu- 
ence to fanctity you. 1 hus you will grow 
up unto him in ail *!:ings, who is your 


head, 
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ng | head, even Christ, (Epheſ. iv. 15.) Thus 


der Fou ſce, brethren, your heavenly calling 
nog is unto Chriſt, to conſider Chriſt, to live | 
ls; upon him, and to grow up into him. This | 
ng is, to turn from all tins and felf-righteout- | 
in | neſs, to go out of nature and ſelf, to quit 
ice all confidence in what you are of your- 
in | iel, what you feel in yourſelf, what you 
ad ever have done, or can do, towards juſti- 
ces | fying and ſaving yourtelf—to grow out of 
ng conceit with your whole felf, and to re- 
tul Joice, yea, always to rejoice, in Chriſt Je- 
firs, ** ard to have no confidence in the 
iſt feſh,” (Phil. iii. 3.) 
2d, | Now this is a hard leſſon to fleſh and 
it blood: yea, it is utterly impoſſible that 
o fleſh and blood chould ever learn it, or 
cht | fubmit to it. Our nature is directly op- 
nd | potite to and at enmity againſt the work 
er | and way of our holy calling, which is 
ng 1 to debate us to the loweſt, and exalt 


Chrift to the higheſt. For our nature 
is not only corrupt by fin, but alſo abo- 
minable in pride. Hence, we are natu- 
Tally fond of getting a good conceit of 
ourſelves, and of turning to what we _ 
ö an 
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and feel in ourſelves. We like to truſt 
in ourſelves, that we are righteous, and 
love to live upon ſome inherent ſtock of 
grace, which we fancy we have in our- 
ſelves. O beware of this leaven of the 
Phariſees. Conſtantly remember, your 
heavenly calling is, that your foul ſhould 
ever make its boait of the Lord, always 
glory in him, and of him, that fo you 
may more and more glorify him in your 
heart, with your tongue, and by your life. 
See then that ye love the Lord, all ye his 
ſaints; for he hath loved us with an 
everlaſting love. He hath ſaved us with 
an everlaſting falvaticn. He hath * cali- 
ed us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace, which was given us 
in Chriſt ſeſus, beiore the world began,“ 
2 Tim. i. . | 
A2qdly, Conſider St. Paul addreſſes thoſe 
who had faith. This is a grace of new 
covenant love. It is a precious gift, which 
is beſtowed upon all the beloved of God. 
It is a ſpecial grace, peculiar to them only. 
Hence, it is called “ the faith of God's 
elect,“ Tit. i. 1. For, All men have 
| not 
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not faith, (2 Theſſ. iii. 2.) O believer, 
remember time was, when you had not 
one grain of this precious grace of faith. 
Ever confider that the faith of God's 
elect, beholds and fixes upon God's choſen 
ſervant, his beloved Son, in whom his 
ſoul delighteth, (Iſa. xlii. 1.) Ever know 
that Jeſus is both the author and object 
of your faith. So ſure as your faith fixes 
upon Chriſt as its only object for life and 
ſalvation, ſo ſure you are beloved of God, 
and choſen of God. This you may be as 
fully aſſured of as though Chriſt was now 
upon earth, and told you ſo with his in- 
fallible lips of truth. Faith manifeſts it- 
ſelf to- be of God, and proves that the 


| believer is the beloved of God, and born 


of God. 

1. By receiving and ſetting its ſeal to 
the TzUTH of God, reſpecting the fin- 
ner's own ſtate. If you are a believer, 
you have juſt the ſame views of yourſelf 
as the word of God ſets forth to you. You 
are ſenſible, that in yourſelf you are a 
poor, wretched, miſerable, blind, naked 


 finner—that you have the ſentence of 


death in yourſelf—that you have neither 
I 5 hope 
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| hope nor help in and from yourſelf for 
ſalvation you know and feel from day to 
day, that in your fleſh dwells no good thing 
that fin abounds in you—that your na- 
ture is totally corrupt and abominable, and 
your heart deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked - that when you would 
do good, evil is preſent with you that of 
yourſelf you are not ſufficient to think a 
good thought that in all you aim to do 


to pleale God. vou come ſhort of his glo- 
| 9 3 


ry, and of your duty—that after you have 
done all, you fee yourſelf an unprofitable 
ſervant in all-are ever diſſatisfied with 
yourſelf for all—and are ont of conceit 
with all your works and doings, For 
you ſee all your own righteouſneſs to be 
nothing better than filthy rags. There- 
fore you can have no truſt in yourſelf— 


you dare place no confidence in the fleſh. 


- vou will have no dependence on your 
own works. For faith has brought the 
truths of God into your heart. You have 
not only the notion of them in your head, 
but vor find the inward ſenſe and expe- 
rierice of them in your very ſoul. Thus, 
you are caſt into the humbling mould of 

God's 
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God's truth, by the grace of faith. While 
proud felf-righteous hearts are ſtrangers 
to the humbling grace of faith, and fee 
not the conſtant need they have ot put- 
ting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you daily 
ſee the neceſſity of this, and you, as a 


beloved child of God, are exhorted to 


this, For, 
2. Faith manifeſts itſelf to be of God, 


as the believing finner judges of himſelf 


according.to the Law of God, God's law 
is a tranicript of his holy mind and will. 
Faith receives it as a right rule of juſt 
judgment. You believe and confeſs that 
the law is holy, and the commandment is 
holy, and juft, and good; and that fin, by 
the commandment, is become excceding 
ſinful in your fight. For, by the law eis 
the knowledge of fin. Therefore you lee 
vourſelf curſed by the law, as a tranſgreſ- 
ior againſt its juſt, holy, and righteous 
precepts. You behold the law as a m1- 
niſtration of condemnation. It condemns 
you as a finner, for all that you are in 
yourſelf, and in all that you do; for you 
lee that you ever come ſhort of its perfect 


demands, Your mouth is topped. You 
C43 are 
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why you ſhould not ſuffer its curſe and 
wrath to all eternity. It {peaks nothing 
but wrath to you. It works wrath in 
your conicience. Though you love the 
holy law, and delight in it after the 
inward man, yet you find that the law is 
become weak through the fleſh ; and 
therefore you ſee that you are no more 
able to fulfil the righteouſneſs of the law, 
than you are to avert its wrath and curſe. 
Both are alike impoſſible to you, as to 
create a worid. Hence you ſee and con- 
feſs, that by the deeds of the law no fleſh 
living can be juſtified in God's fight; for 


by the law is the knowledge of fin, (Rom. 


IU. 20.) 
For, to convince and to condemn, 
Is all the law can do. | 


Still you honour the law of God, by 


believing its purity and perfection. You 


honour the wiſdom of God in giving the 


law, that the offence might abound. You 
honour the juſtice of God by believing 
his judgment is juſt, in pronouncing you 
curſed, becauſe you know you have not 
continued 


are guilty, You have no plea in yourſelf 
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eontinued in all things which are writ 
ten in the law to do them. You honour 
the truth of God by believing, that un- 
leſs every righteous precept of the law 
be pertectly fulfilled, all its ſevere curſes 
iuffered, and all its dreadful penalties in- 
flieted, you a guilty ſinner, could never 
be ſaved. You honour the holineſs of 
God, in believing him utterly to abhor fin, 
and to be of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, Hence you fee the neceſſity of 
putting on Chriſt, and being clothed with 
his righteouſneis, who is the end (or 
fulfiller) of the law for righteouineſs, to 
every one who bclieveth, (Rom. x. 4.) 
Therefore, 

3. Faith manifeſts itſelf to be of God, 
by gladly receiving the goſpel of his gr.ice, 
the miniſtration of rightcouinels, the glad 
tidings of tree, full, and finiſhed falva- 
non, by the life and death of his dear 
Son. The God of grace and you are 
agreed, He puts all his honour and glory 
in ſaving ſinners, upon the Son of his love. 
You acquieſce herein. The Father loveth 
the Son; ſo do you. The Father lays, 
This is my beloved Son. You believe 

| C-3 him, 
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him. God ſays, Hear him. Yon anſwer, 
I love his voice; I delight to hear and 
obey the precious words of life and ſalva- 
tion from my Saviour's lips. To whom 
ſhould Igo? whom ſhould I hear, but 
thee, O Son of God? For thou, and 
thou only, haſt the words of eternal life to 
ſpeak to me, a loſt finner, 

The Father hath committed all your 
ſalvation to the Son. Faith leads you to 
rejoice in this, You honour the Son, 
even 2s you honour the Father. You ho- 
nour the Father, by receiving the record 
which he hath given, of eternal life in his 
Son. You honour the Son in believing 
on him for eternal life. You honour his 
precious blood, by believing it to be the 
one atonement for ſin, and that there is 
redemption and forgiveneſs of fins in his 
blood alone. You honour his life of 
obedience, by believing that thereby the 
holy law is perfectly fulfilled, and an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs wrought out, 
which being imputed to you a finner, you 
ſtand completely juſtified in the fight of 
God. You honour the death of Chriſt, 
by believing that Chriſt was made a curſe 

for 


is difpoſed to cleave to Chriſt, loves to en · 


He knows that fin ſeparates between a 


Ti on 
for us ; hath ſuffered the curſe of the law 
which was due unto us, and ſuſtained all 
its dreadful penalties in our room and 
ſtead. And where the faith of Chriſt is 


thus in the heart, it works by the love of 
Chriſt, and love to Chriſt, and that foul 


joy communion with Chriſt, and delights 
to be wholly devoted in hte, and walk to 
the glory of Chriſt, Therefore, 

4. Faith gives evidence that it comes 
from God, as the believing ſoul loves 
holineſs and hates iniquity, Sin, which 
he was once dead in, he is now dead to. 
Sin, which was once his chiet delight, is 
now his greateſt burden. He groans un- 
der a body of fin, which he carries about 
with him. Though fin has not the do- 
minion over him, yet it has always a 
dwelling in him. Therefore he abhors 
himſelf, and deteſts fin from his heart. 


holy God and a ſinful creature. He views 
the evil of fin, and the curſes due to fin, 
in the croſs and ſufferings of his Saviour. 
He believes that the blood of God was 
ſhed to expiate fin; and that ſo deep was 

| its 
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its dye, that nothing leſs could atone for 
its malignancy, and take away its guilt. 
He believes ſin to be the abominable thing 
which God's ſoul hates. He dreads com- 
mitting fin, for tear of contracting freſh 
guilt. He fears, leſt by fin he ſhould 
grieve the Spirit, loſe his comforts, and 
cauſe his loving Father to frown upon 
him, which would bring a hell of diſtreſs, 
inſtead of a heaven of love, in his conſci- 
ence. Faith takes its view of fin from 
the word of God, and tlie wrath of God 
therein revealed agaiult it, [he believer 


ſtrives againſt fin, as being contrary to the 


holy nature of his heavenly Father, and 
inconfiſtent with his ſtate as a ton of God, 
and a new creature in Chriſt ſeſus. Hence, 
he cannot continue to hn, hecauſe grace 
abounds. For, ſeeing the abouuding of 
God's grace to him, this keeps up the fight 
againſt fin within him. His faith keeps 
up his hope, of being pertectiy delivered 
from the being ot tin; and keeps him 
conſtantly warring againii {in, which is in 


his members. By Faith, he look and cries 


to Jeſus to ſave him from fin, as well as 
trom wrath. Such is the bleſſed nature of 
oo 
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the precious faith of God's elect. Well 
then is the faith of the goſpel called a 
MOST HOLY FAITH, (Jude 20.) 

Now pauſe, dear reader, and examine, 
Have you received this precious faith ? 
If you have, though it be but as a grain 
of muſtard-ſ:ed, ever ſo ſmall, and ever 
ſo weak, yet you, even you, are beloved 
of God the Father : you are the called of 
his beloved Son, you are a faint in Chriſt. 
You, even you, vile as you may be in 
haps own eyes, condemned as you may 

e in your own fight, yet you are the 
very quickened ſoul, the very ſenſible fin- 
ner, the very living believer, who is here 
addreſſed by Paul, and exhorted, Pur you 
ON THE LorD JESsus CHRIST. 


Lamb of God, we fall before thee, 
Humbly truſting in thy croſs : 
That alone be all our glory ; 
All things elſe are dung and droſs. 


Thee we own a perfect Saviour, 
Only ſource of all that's good. 
Ev'ry grace and ev'ry favour 
Comes to us through Jeſus? blood. 


is 


— — — 


Is it ſo? then, as a poor ſinner, put 
on this perfect Saviour—ever glory in 
his perfection and rejoice that thou art 
PERFECT IN HI X. 


C. HAP. II. 
WHar is implied in putting on Chriſt. 


Believer in Chriſt exhorted to put 


aſſerts, As many as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, jave put on Chriſt,” (Gal. 
I. 27.) As all believers are baptized into 
Chriſt by one Spirit, and nave all put on 


Chriſt, how is it then that they are ex- 
horted again to put on Chriſt ? True, that 


very moment a ſinner believes in Chriſt, 


he puts him on as his atonement, righ- 


teouſneſs, and ſalvation : He is united to, 
and is one with him: His fins are par- 
doned by the blood of Chriſt ; his foul is 
juitified in his righteouſneſs ; his perſon 
1s accepted in Chriſt: he has acceſs to 
God by him, and hath everlaſting life 


mn 


on Chriſt! Why, Paul poſitively 


_ 
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in him. This, this is moſt precious truth. 
This is the glory of faith. This is the 
joy and rejoicing of believing ſouls, 

But then, betore ſuch a ſoul arrives to 
the full enjoyment of Chriſt in eternal 
glory, he has many enemies to encoun- 
ter—many trials and troubles to conflict 
with—a body of ſin and death to be de- 
livered from—many luſts ro be mortified 
—many corruptions to be ſnbdued—a le- 
gion of fins to ſtrive againit—graces to 
be exerciſed—duties to be pertormed— 
holineſs to be perfetted—in one word, 
he has to glorify Chriſt in the world 
by his life and walk. How is all this 
to be done? Only by Chriſt ſtrength- 


ening him. Therefore he is conſtantly 


to put on Chriſt to attain a greater 
knowledge of him—to get more rich 
and ſweet experience of his grace and 
love=to be more ſtrongly rooted in his 
love, and confirmed in his falvation— 
to have his heart, hopes, anc! affections 
more above with Chnit—and his foul 
more 1wallowed up in the ocean of God's 
everlaſting love in Chriſt, that he may 
be more conformed to his image, Thus, 
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as a good ſoldier of Chriſt, he is man- 
fully to fight under his banner againft 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, unto 
his life's end. That we may do this 
cheerfully and comfortably, we are ex- 


horted to put on Chriſt ; which clearly 


holds forth to us, | 

1. The believer's intereſt in Chrift, 
and the free and conſtant uſe which he 
is called upon to make of him. Conſi- 
der, Chriſt is given to us to be enjoyed 
by ns. He gave himſelf for us, that we 
might receive him, put him on, and poſ- 
ſeſs him, for all the bleſſed purpoſes of his 
life and death, his love, grace, and ſalva- 
tion. He is the bread of life: We are 
to feed upon him daily. He is the water 
of life: Our fouls are to drmk of it con- 
ftantly, He is our righteouſneſs: We 
are to put him on continually, He is our 
ſtrength : We are ever to clothe ourſelves 
with him. So that we not only have pre- 
cious Chriſt, but we are alſo to uſe him, 
and enjoy him in all his preciouſneſs. He 
is not only a well of ſalvation, but we 
muſt draw water out of it with joy, and 
drink of it to the retreſhing of our ſouls. 
It 
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It was not enough that the brazen ſerpent 
was ſet up; but it was to be looked unto, 
that thoſe who were ſtung might be cured, 
It is not enough that we have faith, by 
which we live; but we muſt hve by the 
faith we have upon the Son of God, fo 
as to derive a continual ſupply of grace, 
comfort, and ſtrength from him, as the 
branch does ſap from the root, the mem- 
bers influence from the head, and the 
pipe waters from the fountain. A dear 
friend moſt admirably expreſſes himſelf, 
in a letter to me on a former edition of 
this Work, thus: 

The believer has a perfect ſanctifica- 
tion, as well as a perfect juſtification in 
his Lord and Saviour. In his approaches 
to a throne of grace, he looks beyond both 
guilt and graces in himſelf, pleading the 
talvation of Jeſus only. Chriſt crucified is 
not only the ſource of peace, acceptance, 
and humble boldneſs ; but alſo of inward 
fruits and heart holineſs. Sin cannot be 
mortified but by looking to him who 
hung upon the croſs for its atonement z 
and beholding the glory of God in the 


face, perſon, and undertaking of Jeſus, is 
D the 
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the only thing that trans forms and changes 
the ſoul into the ſame image. Chriſt is 
the tree of life, both root and branch: 
The temple, the altar, and the ſacriſice: 
The giver and the gift: The all in all of 
a believer's dependence. Chriſt, thus ap» 


prehended, is the cauſe of holineſs in the 


bud, bloſſom, and fruit. A perfect Chriſt 
is a cordial in times of fainting ; a door of 
hope in times of trouble and temptation ; 
a healer of ſpiritual ficknels ; a ſetter of 


bones, when broken by wilful fin or ag- 


gravated backiliding; a fountain, water- 
ing his own graces in the heart; an altar, 


RY every gift that is offered upon 


In a word, the ſpring of all happineſs 
ond peace, purity and holineſs, here and 
for evermore. Our ſanctification in Chriſt 
is complete. Holineſs in his child, evi- 
dences the legitimacy of its bir tb, admits 
of different degrees, is of a growing nature 
here below, and will be capable of in- 
creaſe, perhaps, in the regions of glory, 
where I truſt we ſhall toon mect, and be 
happy for ever.” 


Now faith is given us for this very 


purpole ; ; to claim Chriſt, to uſe him, to 


put 
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put him on, to cleave to him, and to glory 
of and in him. Hence the Holy Spirit, 
in order to ſtir up and quicken our drowſy 


ſouls, calls on us, “ Awake, awake, put 


on thy ſtrengin, O Zion, put on thy beau- 
tiful garments, O fſerutalem, ( Iſaiah 


li. 1.) © boul, who is thy ſtcength but 


Chriſt? Wat are thy beautiful garments 
but the rich robe of his . and 
ever - glorious righteouſneſs? O awake 
then in this glorious goſpel-day, in this 
bleſſed time of rejoicing, caſt of all floth 
and drowfineſs, lay alde thy torrow and 
mourning, put on thy Chriſt, and rejoice 


and be glad in him. Put bim on as your 


Lord, to reign in and over zou; as your 
Jeſus, tu ſave you from all your enemies; 
as your Chriit anointed of Cod, to bleſs 
you with grace, and to clowa you with 
glory. Taus put on the Lord Jetus 
Chrit. 

2. Putting on Chriſt, may imply re- 
newe( acts, and treſh applwatyns of the 
believing ſoul to Chritt, in rhe ecerciſe 
of faith on him, hope towards him, de- 
light in him, calling upon him, hearing 


the goſpel of his grace preached, reading 
D 2 | the 
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the ſcriptures which teſtify of him, feeding 
upon his bleſſed body, and drinking his 


precious blood at his table, &c. In the 


uſe of all theſe means, we ſhould aim to 
put on Chriſt afreſh, as the glory of our 
hearts, and the joy of our ſouls. So that 
chriſtians are not only partakers of faith 
in Chriſt, but the exerciic of their minds 
is deſcribed, by their continued acts of 
believing in Chriſt, hearing of Chriſt, 


coming to him, leaning on bim, cleaving 


to him, abiding in him, locking to him, 
living upon him, and putting him on 
from day to day. Theſe icripture parti- 
ciples of the preſent tenſe, deſcribe the 
actings of believers ſouls. So that they 
are not to be ſatisfied with looking back, 
and thinking they once had faith ; that 
they formerly had ſome experience, and 
therefore they now reſt in Faritual ſloth, 
and ſwim down the ſtream of life in car- 
nal ſecurity, juſt as the reſt of the world 


do: No, no. Living faith upon a living 


Saviour, has a very different influence 
upon living ſouls. They cannot be con- 
tented without putting on Chriſt afreſh, 

| and 
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and conſtantly enjoying him. This 1s 
the glory of faith. Therefore, 

3. To put on Chritt, may more pre- 
ciſely mean, that we ſhould daily, yea 
conſtantly clothe our mind, memory, and 
conſcience with Chriſt, and with the 
truth as it is in him; which holds forth 
what he hath done for us, waat he is 
to us, and what he is now doing for us at 
the right hand of God. O believer, this 
is moſt precious work, to put on Chriſt 
for the comfort of your mind, the retreſh- 
ing of your memory, and for the peace 
and joy of your conſcience. This ſhould 
be your daily, conitant exerciſe: And 
this, under a full conviction, that with» 
out this inward enjoyment of him you 
can neither be happy in your ſoul, com- 
fortable in your walk, nor holy :n your 
life. But, if Chriſt «wells conſtantly 
in your mind, memory, and conſcience, 
all will be peaceful and happy within ; 
all will be holineſs unto the Lord without. 
But, it may aſked, what 1s meant by the 
mind, memory, and conſcience ? Let us 
attend to a few obſeryations on each of 


them. | 
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1. The 1ND of a chriſtian may imply, 


that renewed underſtanding or judgment 


which God hath given him of revealed 


truths, by the Spirit of wiſdom and reve- 
lation, in the knowledge of Chriſt; the 
eyes of his underſtanding being enlight- 
ened, to know what is the hope of his 
calling in Chriſt, (Epheſ. i. 17, 18.) 
Hence, from being carnally minded, or 
minding only carnal things, he becomes 
ſpiritualſy minded he minds ſpiritual 
things —his mind 1s ſet on Chriſt, it ap- 
proves of the Scripture-truths which are 
in him, and the way of ſalvation by him. 
Thus his mind is formed for and diſpoſed 
to attend to them, to dwell on them, to 
delight in and be clothed with them. 
Hence St. Paul ſays, With the Minp 
I myſelf ſerve the law of God.” (Rom. 
vii. 25.) For the Lord writes his law in 
his people's MINDS, as he promiles, 
(Heb. x. 16.) Hence it is ſaid, ** God 
hath given unto us the ſpirit of a ſound 
MIND,” 2 Tim. i. 7. So that no one has 
a found mind in the principles and doc- 
trine of the goſpel naturally; but it is 
the gift of God's grace, according to co- 

venant 
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venant love. And this ſound mind, which 
is cauſed by an enlightened underſtanding 
and judgment in ſpiritual things, manifeſts 
itſelf in being exerciſed upon the ſound, 
ſacred, ſalutary truths of the goſpel of 
God's grace, and falvation by the Son 


of his love; or, in the apoſtle's words, 


by putting on the Lord Je:us Chriſt. 
This is the moſt noble and exalted act 
of the mind. Hence, chrittian, ſce 
wherein the bleſſedneſs of your M1ND con- 
fiits. | 5 | 

2. By the chriſtian's MEMORY, We 
underſtand that faculty of the new. born 
foul which retains, recalls, and recollects 
ſcripture-truths in their reality, power, 
and importance. The memory 15 the 1a- 
cred repoſitory of them; and is like an 
handmaid to the mind; therefore St. Paul 


ſays to the Corinthians, “ Moreover, 


brethren, I declare unto you the goſpel 
which I preached unto you; which alſo 


you have received, and wherein ye ſtand: 


by which alfo ye are ſaved, if ye keep in 
MEMORY what I preached vnto you, un- 
leſs you have believed in vain,“ (1 Cor. 
XV. I, 2.) Here you plainly ſee what 
| | | Areis 
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ſtreſs he lays upon the neceſſity of hold- 
ing faſt and retaining the important 
truths of the goſpel in the memory, to 
the quickening our faith, eſtabliſhing our 
hope, ani mating our fouls, and faving us, 
day by day, from fin. And he moſt 
ſolemnly charges the Hebrews, ** There» 
fore, we ought (we who have believed 
through grace) to give the more earneſt 
heed to the things which we have heard, 
left, at any time, we ſhould let them 
flip :*? or, as the word ſignifies, run out 
of our memory, as liquor doth out of a 
leaky veflel, (Heb. ii. 1.) Hence ſee the 
uſe of the memory, and the neceſſity of its 
being conſtantly exerciſed in recalling, re- 
collecting, and retaining the things we 
have heard of the goſpel of God's grace, 
and of the ſalvation of his Son, that we 
may have a lively ſenſe of them upon our 
hearts. Thus be ever putting on Chriſt 
in your MEMORY. 

3. The conscienct of the chriſtian 
we conceive to be, that inward know- 
ledge and teſtimony which the foul has 
of its own fin and miſery, by the con- 
viction of the word and Spirit of God. 
Hence 


1 
Hence conſcience, like an echo within, 
anſwers to the ſound of the word without. 
The word proclaims, All the world is be- 
come guilty before God,“ (Rom. ii. 19.) 
Conſcience teſtifies, I feel the guilt, and 
dread the wrath due to it. The Spirit tef- 
tifies in the word, of pardon of fin, peace 
with God, and juſtification before him, by 
the blood and righteouſneſs of his Son, 
The chriſtian's conſcience bears the ſame 
witneſs within, Hence the believer hath 
& good conſcience,” (1 Tim. i. 5.) 
& For his heart is ſprinkled by the blood 
of Chriſt, from an evil or guilty con- 
ſcience,” (Heb. x. 22.) Moreover, he 
has alto the anfwer of a good conſcience 


towards God, by the reſurrection of 
Teſus Chriſt from the dead. (1 Pet. 


Ii, 21.) For Chriſt died for his fins, and 
role again {or his juſtification. This is 
his „ plea before God for pardon and 
juſtification ; an the moſt delightful plea 
it is to God. For, hereby his law is 
magnified 1nd made honourable ; every 
attribute an perfection of Jehovah is 
glorif'c::, while the poor ungodly finner | 
is juſtified, his conſcience ſatisſied, and 
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made peaceful and happy by believing. 


If then the conicience is freed from guilt; 
if it is mace good, and obtains peace by 
the ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt; if 
it is furmſhed with a good anſwer to God, 
and to his law, by the refurrection of 
Chriſt, hence fee the important neceſſity 
of putting on the Lord Jetus Chriſt in the 
CONSC{ENCE., SO will it be kept nnde- 
filed by his grace; and in ſimplicity and 
godly ſincerity we {hall have our conver- 
fation in the w 'orld, 

The Mind, Memory, and Conſcience 


being thus ſweetly engaged, the affections 


will be inflamed with the love of Chriſt; 
and while under the warm, cheering 
influence of his love, our life will be 
cheerfully devoted to his ſervice and 
glory. Let us, therefore, deeply confider 
theſe points. | 

O Spirit of all truth, holineſs, and com- 
fort, do thou bleſs our meditations, to 
the glory of Chriſt, and to the joy of our 
ſouls, 


Happy ſouls who put on Chriſt 
By pure and living faith, 
| Dinding 
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Finding him their King and Prieſt, 
Their God, and Guide to death. 
God's own foe may plague his ſons: 
Sin may diſtreſs, but can't ſubdue: 
Chriſt who conquer'd For us once, 
Will 1N us conquer too. 


— * 


C-H A k. HI. 
Of putting on Cux1sr in our MIND. 


EOPLE ſay, My mind to me a 
kingdom is.“ Poor fouls! What do 

they mean? Verily, to have their own 
wills reign, and the defires of their fleſh 
and their minds gratified. Ah, but it is a 
ſad kingdom where Chriſt doth not reign 
in the mind. Yea, it is a kingdom of 
darkneis where the god of this world, 
the prince of the power of the air rules. 
O believer! bleis your covenant God 
afreſh, that he hath called you out of this 
darkneis, into his marvellous light; and 
hath tranſlated you into the kingdom of 
his dear Son, And why hath he done 
| | this? 


[36-1 
this? Verily, that Chriſt ſhould reign in 
your mind, that you ſhould mind the 
things of Chriſt, and that you ſhould 
enjoy all the bleſſings and comforts of 
his kingdom. Theretore, put on Chriſt 


your King, as the glory and comfort of 


your mind. 

The vanity of the mind is our fault 
and our ſhame, and one chief cauſe of 
our miſery. We too much mind earthly, 
carnal, and ſenſual things. Hence, Chriitt, 
our chiefeſt glory, is too much baniſhed 
from, and kept out of our minds. A light, 
trifling, vain converſation, too much 
prevails among profeſſors. This plainly 
diſcovers the vanity of the mind. When 
we can diſcern the hour of the day by the 


fun- dial, we know that the ſun ſhines. 


When Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
ſhines in the mind, the tongue, like an 
index, will tell how it is with the heart; 
and the life will manifeſt his glory. If 
we are living, loving chriſtians, we ſhall 
be very jealous over the workings of our 
minds, and be deeply concerned to keep 
them in a ſweet, holy, humble, heavenly 
frame, This cau only be done by putting 
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on our beloved Chriſt in our minds. For 
fays Iſajah (xxvi. 3.) Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whoſe MIND is ſtayed 
upon thee,” 

Our dear Lord aſſures us, © Where your 
treaſure 1 is, there will your heart be alſo,” 
(Matt. vi. 27.) Is not Chriſt our richeſt 
treaſure! Should he not be ever upper- 
moſt in our minds, and our minds ever on 
him? It is faid of a Spaniſh ambaſſador, 
that when he ſaw the famous treaſury of 
St. Mark, in Venice, he fell to groping 
in the cheſts and trunks. On being aſked 
the reaſon, ſaid, he was feeling whether 
they bad any bottom. But in this, faid 
he, my king's treaſure in the mines of 
Mexico and Peru far exceeds yours, for 
they have no bottom; yours have. O 
chriſtian, the riches of your Chriſt are 
boundleſs and bottomleſs. You have in 
Chriſt UnsSEARCHABLE RICHES; bags 
which wax not old—an inexhauſtible trea- 
ſure which faileth not. 

Then imitate the miſer; let your 
mind dwell on your ſtore. Let your ſtore 
ever be uppermoſt in your mind. Is the 

| miſer's 
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miſer's mind ever upon, and always going 
out after his treaſure? So let yours on 
Chriſt. Does he value himſelf on his 
ſtore? So do vou upon Chriſt. Is he al- 
ways poring over his dear wealth? So do 
vou upon your precious Chriſt. Danes the 
miſer love to inſpect and count over his 
beloved gold? So let your mind be ever 
inſpecting your beloved Chritt, in his 
wondertul perſon, as God and man; his 


you his enemy, and his glorious ſalvation 
of you, an ungodly tinner. Be conſtantly 
counting over all the rich and precious 
promiſes which you have in him—the 
graces, bleſſings, and comtorts, which you 
have from him, and the certain glory 
which you ſhall ſoon enjoy with him. 
Is the miſer careful to keep, and fearful 
of loſing any part of his poflethion ? So 
let it be between Chriſt and your mind. 


Put him on. Hold him fait. Cleave to 
him. Be ever careful to enjoy him. Be 
ever feartul of loſing any bleiſing or com- 
fort he has promiſed to beſtow. "Thus put 
on Chriſt; thus clothe your mind with 


him 


amazing love in laying down his life for 
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aim as your treaſure; let all your hopes 
center in him, ait'! 41! your affections fix 
Jpon him. Now, ec now, this very 
moment, the next and the next, yea, till 
moments are all fled, and time itſelf is 
ſwallowed up in eternity, be putting on 
Chriſt, receiving ont of his inexhauſtible 
fulneſs, grace upon grace, bleſſing upon 
bleiling, comfort upon comfort. So put 
on Chriſt your treaſure, as to count all 
things but drols and dung, compared to 
him. 

Again, put on Chriſt as the Lo of 
your mind. O what thirit is there in our 
minds after the phantoms, the honours of 
this world! It was foretold to Agrippina, 
the mother of that cruel tyrant Nero, 
that her ion ſ:onld be emperor, and after- 
wards kill her. So great was her thirſt for 
her jon's honour, that ſhe replied, Let but 
my {on be emperor, then let him kill me, 
and ſpare not. O imitate her in thy thirſt 
after the glory of thy mind, Well mayeſt 
thou ſay, Let my Chriſt be emperor, let 
him but rcizn in my foul, and flay my 
thirſt af:e! 2!: the honour but what cometh 
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from him only. For, + Uito you who 
believe, Chriſt is precions, or rather an 


honour, (1 Pet. ii. 7.) Chriſt is precious. 


and honourable in himfelt, Faith makes 
him peculiarly ſo to the mind. And it 
is the peculiar work of a believing mind 
to be putting on Chriſt, and exerciſing it- 
felt upon him, as its greateſt honour and 
chiefeit glory. And he faith, 4% Them 
who honour me, (by the taith of their 
hearts) I will honour*”” by my ſpecial 
preſence, filling the temple of their ſouls 
with my glory. 

Conſider, you have nothing but Chriſt 
to make you honourable in God's ſi ght. 
As a ſinner you are in the utmoſt diſgrace 
in the court of heaven: You are a rebel 
againſt God: Lou dare not come into 
the preſence of the King of kings: You 
have no proper clothing to appear in be- 
fore him: You have nothing of your 

wn but filthy rags, which cannot hide 
your nakednets. So that you have no- 
thing but fear and ſhame in yourſelf. But 
when you clothe your mind with Chriit, 
who is your greateſt honour, what bold- 
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rebellion. He hath, in our fleſh, wronght 


all-glorious within, and puts on us cloth- 
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neſs doth this inſpire you with before 
God? For he hath dignified our nature? 
by taking it npon himſelf, Chriſt, in our 
fleſh, hath taken off the attainder of our 


out a glorious righteouſneſs for us to ap- 
pear before God. Yea, he hath made 
us KINGS and PRIESTS unto God, He 
now ſtands pleading our cauſe before the 
throne cf God. He pours upon us the 
graces of his Spirit. Thus be makes us 


ing of wrought gold, (Pf. xlv. 13.) even 
the rich robe of righteouſneſs, which he 
hath wronght out for us. He brings 
us into the honourable relation of chil- 
dren of God. He makes us heirs, yta, 
co-heirs with himſelf of God. He not 
only brings us into a ſtate of adoption, as 
children of God, but alſo pours upon us 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we call 
God, Abba, Father. O what honour can 
be compared to this! Yet tuch honour 
have all Chriti's faints. Therefore, as all 
your honour cometh by Chriſt, put him 
on in your mind as your greateſt honour. 


23 Ever 
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Ever reflect on your new birth, and hea- 
venly pedigree in Chriſt. Ever clothe 
vour mind with what honour now comes 
ro you by him, and what glory awaits 
vou with him in his heavenly mantions 

10 will you look down with an wr 
contempt upon all other objects beneath 


vour Beloved, to make you honoutr- 
able. | 


Bleſs the Lord, my foul, and raiſe 
A glad and g rareful long 

To my dear Redeemer's praiſe; 
For I to him belong. 


He, my goodneſs, ſtrength, and God, 
In whom I live, and move, and am, 
Paid my ranſom with his blood: 
My rok rio is the Lamb. 


Again. As to pLEASURE. Where, O 
chriſtian, can your mind fix tor folid 
lalting pleaſure but in the enjoyment of 


your Saviour? Fabuliits relate, that 


Pleaſure went to bathe herſelf. Having 
ſtript off her clothes, and laid them by 
the 


1 
e 


00 3 ng had bed 2 


— a * 


p A 


[ 03 ] 


the water, Sorrow came, put them on, 
and de parted. Hence they tay, the plea- 
ſure> of ihis world are only ſorrows in 
Pleature's garb. You have found it fo. 
It ever will be ſo. But if Chriſt be put 
on as the chief delight of the mind, we 
mall find Pleaſure arrayed in the garments 
of Joy. For, in “Chris preſence there is 


kulneſs of jor, and at his right hand there 


are pleaſures tor ey ermore, (PI. wi. 11.) 
Put on Chriſt as the delight or your mind, 
and you ſhall be abundantly ſatisned with 
him; he will make you drink ot the river 
of his pleatures, (Pf. xxvi. 8.) 

Ariſtotle mentions a parcel of ground 
in Sicily that ſends forth uch a "ſtrong 
tmell of fragrant flowers, that no hounds 
can hunt thereabour, their ſcent is ſo con- 
founded by the ſweet fragrance. Thus i: 


will be when Chriſt is put on in the mind 


as our chiefeſt pleaſure; we ſhall find ſuch 
ſweet fragrance flowing from him, as will 
contound our tcent, and prevent our hunt- 
ing after the vain pleaſures of ſenſe and 
the carnal joys of a wicked world. For, 
lays the living loving ſpaule to Jeſus, her 

beloved 
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beloved Bridegroom, „ Thy name is =» 
ointment poured forth, therefore do the 
virgins love thee, (Song i. 3.) O there 1s 


ſuch precious fragrance in the name 0c 


Chriſt, the anointed of God to be our 
Jeſus, our huſband, redeemer, jutftificr, 
and ſanctifier, as perfumes the mind with 
Joy, excites a holy love, and kills every 
unholy deſire after all other pleatures but 
what are to be found in him. Chatte 
virgins to Chriſt, prefer the ſenſe of 
the love of him to all other gratifica- 
tions. 1 

O chriſtian, can you caſt in your lot 
with the ſpiritually dead, to partake of 
their carnal divertions? Can you hunt 


after thera? Can your mind find deligut 


and pleaſure in them? If fo, be aſſured 
you are not a chaſte virgin to Chriſt. Vu 
go a whoring after other lovers beid-e 
him. You have, in a certain ſenſe, put 
off Chriſt from your mind, as your only 
and chief object for joy and pleaſure. 
Your Lord finds no pleaſure in your 
ways. Your mind finds no pleaſure . 
him. Is it any marvel then, if, inſtead o. 
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ſweet joy in the Lord, you find dejecting 
doubts and diſtreffing fears racking your 
mind? For you have fallen under that ſe» 
vere and cutting reproof from the Lord, 
My people have committed two evils : 

They have forſaken me, the Fountain uf 
living waters, and hewed them out ciſ- 


_ terns, broken ciſterns, which can hold no 
water,“ (Jer. ii. 13.) O bewail your fool- 


iſhneſs of folly, your baſeſt ingratitude. 
Cry unto the Holy Spirit to take of the 
things of Chriſt, and to ſhew them unto 
you afreſh, ſo as to enamour your heart 
and captivate your aftections, that with 
David you may ſay, © Return again unto 
thy reit, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee,“ (Pſal. cxvi. 
7.) Put on again the Lord Jeſus as thy 


only love, and the choiceſt delight of 


thy mind. For he ſaith, O moſt loving 
words! O ſoul, thou thalt not be for- 
gotten by me: I have formed thee : thou 
art my ſervant: I have blotted out as a 
thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions; and as a 
clo1d thy fins: Return unto me, for [I 


have redeemed thee.” (If. xliv. 21, 22.) 


66: Turn, 


1461 
„Turn, O backſliding children, faith 
the Loxn, for I am married unto you. 
Return, and I will heal your backſlidings, 


(Jer. iii. 14, 22.) 


How great the chriſtian's portion is! 


What heaps of joy, what worlds of bliſs, 


The Lord for them prepares! 
Their boundleſs treaſures who can know ; 
For all above and all below, 

And God and Chritt are theirs, 


CHAP. 
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CHAT. IV; 
Of putting on Car1sT in our Memory, 


HEN Alexander bad conquered 
Darius king of Perſia, among the 
ſpoils he found a rich cabinet of the 
choiceſt jewels» After ſome thought 
what uſe to convert it to, Alexander con- 
cluded, that as the works of Homer were 
his greateſt delight, he wouid lay them 
up in that rich cabinet. O thou Chriſt- 
conquered foul, is not Chriſt thy chiefeſt 
joy ? Are not his works thy 8 de- 
light? Then, put on Jeſns, lay up his 
vlcrious work of ſalvation in the rich ca- 
binet of thy foul, thy memory. Let thy 
memory be the ark to contain thy Saviour. 
There, like the virgin mother, lay up, 
keep, and ponder upon thy dear Lord and 
dis precious fayings. 
Many complain of bad memories, 
They connot remember many things: 
They 
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They cannot retain any thing long. Here 
then is the one thing needful. Here is 
but one ſhort goſpel-work for your me- 
mary : * Remember, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was raiſed ſrom the dead, (2 Tim. in. 2.) 


| Exerciſe your memory upon this. Ever 


clothe your memory with this; for this 
finiſhing ſtroke includes the whole of thy 
Lord's bleſſed and j joyful works, from his 


birth in the ignoble ſtable, until his at- 


cenſion to his kingdom in glory. Clothe 
your memory conſtantly with the joy or 
this, that the eternal Son of the eterna! 
Father became an infant of days, lived to 
be a man of years, and died as an accurſcd 
malefactor, bearing our fins, the guilt of 
our fins, the curte of our fins, all the 
wrath due to our ins, and all the penal“ 
ties which our fins deſerved, in his own 
bleſſed and innocent body on the tree. 
Remember that he, the true fſcape-goat, 
carried away all our fins into the land of 
Forgetfulneis. Hence, thus faith our God 


and Father + Your fins and your ini- 


quities I will remember no more,” (Jer. 


xaXi, 34.) Though your lins and your 
ipiquitics 
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imiquities be ſought for, they ſhall not be 
found, (Jer. I. 20.) You cannot but 
at times remember your fins. It is fit you 
ſhonld, to humble you, and to cauſe you 
to remember the love of Jeſus, who bore 
them, ſuffered for them, and took them 
all away. O then remember, that Jeſus 
was raiſed again from the dead. He left all 
your fins buried in his ſepulchre. As he 
roſe again without them, you are for ever 
Juſtified from them. God doth not re- 
member them againſt you; for he im- 
puted them all to your Surety, and he im- 
putes to you his righteouſneſs. Therefore 


there is no condemnation. againſt you for 


your fins, for you are in Chriſt ; and he 
put away your fins by the ſacrifice of 
yourſelf, (Heb. ix. 26.) 

Here is moſt bleſſed, moſt joyful work 
for your memory. No matter what you 
forget, ſo you do but remember this. 
Theretore put on Chriſt in your memory. 
Ever remember him who always remem- 
bers you. Clothe your memory with his 
love, who loved you from eternity, be- 
came your ſurety in time, was clothed 


with your fins and your curſes as with a 


F garment, 


garment, that he might clothe you with 
the precious robe of his everlaſting righte- 
ouſneis, and adorn your foul with the 
Traces of his Holy Spirit. He bids us 
remember Lot's wife,” (Luke xvn. 32.) 
Why ? that we may never look back from 
him, but ever look to him, that ſo we may 
be turned into pillars of love ; and that the 
imoke of our incenſe of praiſe may ever 
aſcend to him. When you find ſadneſs 
and diſtreſs of foul, what is the reaſon of 
it? The prophet tells you, There ſhall 
be deſolation, becauſe thou haſt rox 6oT- 
TEN the God of thy ſalvation, and haſt 
not been MINDFUL of the Rock of thy 
ſtrength,” (lſaiah xxvii. 9, 16.) O lee 
the evil, and apply the remedy. 
When Cyrus took the king of Arme- 
nia, his fon Tigranes, and their wives and 
children, priſoners, upon their humble 
ſubmiſſion, beyond their hopes, he gave 
them all their liberty and lives. On their 
return home they all highly commended 
Cyrus; ſome for his perton, ſome for his 
puiſſance, and ſome for his clemency. Li- 
granes aſked his wife, What thinkeſt 
thou of Cyrus? is he not a noble perſon, 
of majeltic preſence, and greateſt clemen- 
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cy ? Truly, faid ſhe, I know not what 
manner of perſon he is; I did not look at 
him. No! ſaid he, where were thine eyes? 
Upon whom didſt thou look? Why, ſaid 
ſhe, I fixed mine eyes ſolely on you— 
my mind was wholly intent on you; for 
I heard from you what I ſhall never for- 
get; when, with ſuch affection to me, you 
voluntarily offered to lay down your life 
for my ranſom.” 

O chriſtian, upon whom ſhould your 
eyes, your mind, your memory, be ever 


wholly fixed, but on your matchleſs Hut- 


band, the lovely, ever-loving Jeſus, who 
fo freely laid down his life for your ran- 
ſom ? Imitate the church, who ſa; s of her 
beloved, We will be glad, and rejoice in 
thee.” Why? tecauſe we will remem- 


ber thy love,“ (Song i. 4.) It is the me- 


mory of Chriſt's love which cauſes glad- 
neſs of heart and joy of foul. O how 
wonderful is his love to us! Remember 
his love in betrothing us to himſelf in 
eternity; in eſpouſing us to himſelf in time, 
that he might dwell in our hearts by faith, 
that being rooted and grounded in love, 
We may be able to comprehend with all 
| 1 2 | lalnts, 
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depth, and height, and may know the love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that 
we may be filled with all the fulneſs of God, 
(Eph. ii. 17, &c.) All the fulneſs of 
God dwells in Chriſt. If Chriſt dwells 

in you by faith, you have all the fulneſs 
of God's love du elling in you. Remem- 
ber this and be joyful. 


O, to grace what mighty debtors, 
Daily, hourly, Lord, are we! 
Let that grace, like ſtrongeſt fetters, 

Bind our wand'ring hearts to thee. 


Prone to wander, Lord let's feel them, 

_ Prone to leave thee, God of love, 

Here's our hearts, O take and ſeal them: 
Seal them from thy courts above. 


faints, what is the breadth, and length, and 


deſire to ſleep, and leſs to eat, ſo that 
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Of putting on C HRIST in our 
CONSCIENCE, — | 


HAVE read of one who undertook 

to make a fat ſheep lean, and yet allow 
it daily a ſufficient quantity of good and 
wholeſome provender, ſoft and ealy lodg- 
ing, and ſecurity from all danger, that 
nothing ſhould hurt it. This he effected 
by putting the ſheep into an iron grate, 
and placing a ravenous wolt hard by in 
another, who was always howling, ſcent- 
ing, and ſcratching, to come at the poor - 
ſheep. This fad found, and worſe ſight, 
ſo terrified the ſheep, that he had little 


his fleſh ſoon abated, and he became very 
lean. 

Juſt ſo Satan, that wolf of prey, ſerves 
many of Chriſt's ſheep, He accules, teaſes, 
and terrifies their poor coniciences. When 
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they cry for peace, he ſays to the poor ſin- 
ner, as Jehn ſaid to the meſſengers of Jo- 
ram, “ What haſt thou to do with peace ? 
Turn thee behind me.“ Though Chriſt is 


ſet before the ſinner as his food, clothing, 


and for the peace of his conſcience, yet, 
what with liſtening to Satan's lies, and the 
prevailings of unbelief, the ſoul neglects to 
feed on Chriſt, and to put him on for peace 
of conſcience; but, inſtead of this, he puts 
off Chriſt, and puts on Satan's accuſations. 
Hence he grows very lean, and lives very 
uncomfortable. O what diſhonour is this 


to the glorious work of Chriſt ! Through 


this, what diſtreſs of conſcience do many 
of his beloved ſheep labour under! | 

But, why ſhould it be thus with any of 
us? Has not our good Shepherd laid 
down his lite for his ſheep? Has not 
the work of Chriſt, in his life and death 
for them, pertectly ſatisfied the juſtice of 
God? Has not his reſurrection from 
the dead fully declared it? Is not the 
court of heaven fully ſatisfied with what 
he hath done and ſuffered for us? Are 
theſe facts, or are they fables? If we 
really 
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really believe them, what can we want 
more to ſatisfy our conſcience, and to give 
us peace? The death and reſurrection 
of Chriſl are ſufficient to bring peace to 
the conſcience of the greateſt finner out 
of hell. Yea, theſe facts moſt aſſuredly 
will poſſeſs that ſinner with peace, who 
believes them in his heart; and by main- 
taining theſe truths in the conſcience, 
peace with God will be preſerved, There- 
tore, at all times, when you ſee your fins, 
and are conſidering what a miſerable fin- 
ner you are, put on afreſh the life, death, 
and reſurrection of the Son of God in 
your conſcience, as the greateſt, moſt 
precious, and moſt comfortable truth in 

the world. 1 
There is no other way for you to ob- 
tain peace of conſcience. O ho bleſſed 
and joyful, to have the anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards God! Peter tells us 
plainly how we poſſeſs this. Is it be- 
cauſe we can anſwer all the demands of 
God's holy law, and ſay we have per- 
fectly fulfilled it? No, this is the anſwer 
of an ignorant conſcience. It is becauſe 
we 
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we can anſwer to God that we are not 


finners, that we have no ſin? No, this 
is the anſwer of a lying conſcience. But 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God cometh by this, and no other way 
than this, „by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is gone into heaven, and 1s on 
the right hand of God, (1 Pet. iii. 21, 
22.) There“ he now appears in the pre- 
ſence of God For us,“ (Heb. ix. 24.) 
Now, my fellow ſinner, who, like me, 
was once as a ſheep going aſtray, but 
art now returned to the Shepherd and 
Biſhop of our fouls, act up to your high 
calling and exalted privilege. Put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in your conſcience. 
Be daily, be conſtantly, holding the 
myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience. 
What is this myſtery of taith ? It is moſt 
marvellous and aſtoniſhing. While an- 
gels are prying into it, ſinners, vile, 
miterable, yea, the very chief of ſinners, 
are enjoying the comforts of it. What are 
you and I but ſinners? An acculing devil 
and black unbelief, can make nothing 
worſe of us than finners. Yet, this pre- 
| cious 
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cious myſtery of faith is to be held in 
our conſciences, that though we are in 
ourſelves fin - accuſed, law - condemned, 
hopeleſs, helpleſs, ruined, loſt, and deſpe- 
rate ſinners, yet, in Chriſt Jeſus we 
are juſtified from all fin, freed from all 
condemnation, reſtored to the love, favour, 


and image of God, are at peace with 
_ God, ſaved in the Lord with an ever- 


laſting ſalvation, and have a hope full 
oft immortality. Well may we cry out in 
wonder and amazement, What hath the 
grace of God wrought! What hath the 
love of Chritt effected! Verily, a ſalva- 
tion which ſuperabounds all the abound- 
ings of fin. 

Again. It is by holding this myſtery 
of faith in our conſcience, that we be- 
come true worſhippers of God, and have 
no more conſcience of fins to our con- 
demnation. Our hearts are ſprinkled 
from an evi! or guilty conſcience (Heb. 
x. 2, 22.) Yea, we are perfect as per- 
taining to the conſcience ; and our con- 
{ciences are purged from dead works to 
ſerve the living God, (Heb. ix. 4.) O 
precious work of putting on Chriſt in our 

conſcience ! 
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conſcience | O joyful exerciſe of holding 
faſt the myſtery of faith in a pure con- 
ſcience! But ever remember, you have a 
moſt ſubtle and powerful enemy, who 
will, by every wile, ſtratagem, and injec- 
tion, aim to oppoſe this blefled work. Be 
on your guard againſt him, For Satan 1s 
ſtiled our adverſary, (1 Pet. v. 8.) He was 
an avowed enemy to the work of Chriſt 
for us. He is a powerful adverſary to that 
peace, comfort, jov, and holineſs, which 
we have from the work of Chriſt in us. 


He continually walketh about as a roar- 


ing lion, ſecking whom he may devour. 
Though he be not ſuffered to deſtroy our 
ſouls, yet he will rage, roar, and ſtrive by 
all means to difturb our peace, and deſtroy 
our comfort in Chriſt. Therefore he will 
tempt and accuſe, if by any means he can 
fix the ſenſe of tin, guilt, and condemnation 
upon our conſcience. Now there is but one 
way to overcome Satan's devices. It is this, 
«Reliſt him ſted faſtly in the faith, (1 Pet. 


v. 9.) What is this but to put on Chriſtin 


our conſcience - to wrap ourſelves in what 
he hath done for us, and is to us ? In the 
LE faith 
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faith of this, reſiſt every attack of Satan. 


Does he accuſe you of ſin? Hold up your 
ſhield of faith, your redemption in the 
blood of Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs of 
all your fins; for the blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all fin before God, It was 
blood ſhed by a holy Saviour, and ac-— 
cepted by a righteous Judge. This will 
quench all the ticry darts of your enemy. 
This calms the terrors of conſcience, and 
brings peace into it. Here is the witneſs 
of the Spirit. There is now no condemna- 
tion from God againſt thee, tor thou art 
in Chriſt Jeſus,*” (Rom. viii. 1.) 

Does Satan accute you, that you are a 
ſinner before God, and curſed by the law 
of God? The charge is juſt; own it. 
Yet this need not deſtroy your peace of 
conſcience. Put on Chriſt, your breaſt- 
plate of righteouſneſs; —“ for he was 
made fin for us, that we finners might be 
made the righteouſneis of God in him,“ 
(2 Cor. v. 21.) © Chriſt hath redecmed us 
trom the curſe of the law ; being made a 
curſe for us,“ (Gal. iii. 13.) By him, all 
who believe are completely juſtified, fully 

f diſcharged, 
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diſcharged, and perfectly acquitted from 
ALL things,” (Acts xiii. 19.) Though fin 
hath reigned unto death, yet grace reigns, 
through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, unto eternal life, (Rom. v. 21.) 


Now, why is Chriſt, his grace and righ- 
teouſneſs, thus held forth to us in Scrip- 
ture? Surely it is, that we ſnould ſo put 
him on in our conſcience, as to anſwer 
every demand of law and juſtice, filence 


every accuſation of Satan, poſſeſs peace 


and joy in God, knowing aſſuredly, that 
we have eternal life in Chriſt. O this 
living and abiding in the Lord is preci- 
ous! It is living like ourſelves, children 
of God, members of Chriſt, and heirs of 
glory. 

For Satan can ſtand againſt all that we 
are in ourſelves, bring accuſations againſt 
all our works and doings, and thereby diſ- 
treſs our conſcience. But we are complete 
in Chriſt. His perfect work is our ſhield 
of faith, wherewith we are to quench all 


the fiery darts of the wicked one, and ob- 


tain perfect victory over him. With this 
Wield we are to defend our conſcience 


againſt 
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againſt every attack, fo ſhall we, in the 
experience ot faith, joytuily fing,“ Now is 
come ſalvation and ſtrength, and the king- 
dom of our God, and the power of Chriſt: 
for our acculer is caſt down, and overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of the teſtimony of our dear Savi- 
our's atonement, righteouſnets, and ſalva- 
tion,“ (Rev. xi. 10, 11.) 

But Satan not only accuſes for ſin, but 
tempts to fin; and oft times injects the 
moſt horrible thoughts into the mind. 
This need not diltreſs our conſcience. 
Why ſhould it ? As for temptations, they 
are not fins, Ten thouland temptations can 
bring no guilt upon the conſcience. As to 
horrid injections, Satan ſhall antwer for 
them, not we. Our Lord was in all points 
tempted, like unto us, yet without fin. 
Tempred finners ſhould remember this, 
and look to their once tempted Saviour. 
To him they thould flee for grace to ſtand, 
and power to conquer. So ſhall we ever 
prove that we are more than conquerors, 
through him who loved us, 
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O ſee it then, that you do not give 
place to the enemy, no, not for one mo- 
ment. Having ſuch an armour for our 
conſcience as precious Chriſt, his rich 
grace, atoning blood, perfect rightcouſnets, 
and glorious ſalvation, let us clothe our 
conſcience herewith for victory and peace. 
Our very doubts and fears are enemies to 


the glory of our Lord, and the peace of 


our conſcience. But ſeeing we have iuch 
a glorious Saviour, ſuch a finiſhed ſalva- 
tion, and are complete in him, why ſhould 
theſe ſo prevail in us? When they do, 1t 
is becauie you do not give Chriſt the pre- 
eminence in your conſcience. You do not 


enough attend to, firmly believe, and 
conſtantly iive upon, this ever glorious, fin- 


ſubduing and ſoul-fanctity ing truth, „If 
any man fin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jefus Chriſt the rightcous, and 
he is the propitiation tor our fins,” (1 John 
itt. 1, 2.) and his blood cleanſeth from 
all fin,” (1 John 1 1. 7.) both from before 
2 and in our own ccn{ciences. “ And 
e are made the right:outnets of God in 
lier“ (2 Cor. v. 21.) Hence Dr. Sibbs 

moſt excinily ſays, 
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© This is the main point in religion, 
and the comfort of chriſtians, to be loſt in 
themſelves, as it were, and to be found 
only in Curiſt, not having their own righ- 
teouſueis but the righteouſneſs of God 1N 
him. Tuis is a myftery which none know 
but a believing ſoul: none ſee corruption 
more: none ſee themſelves freed more. 
They have an 1nwaArD fight to ſee cor- 
ruption, and an 1NWARD faith to ſee God 
reconciled. And ſurely there can be no 
greater honour to Chriſt than this, in the 
ſenſe of ſin, of wants, imperfections, and 
blemiſhes, to wrap ourſelves in the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, with boldneſs to go 
clothed in the garments of our elder Bro- 
ther to the throne of grace. TH Is is an ho- 
nour to Chriſt, to attribute so uc to his 
righteouſneſs, that being clothed there- 
with, we can boldly break through the 
fire of God's juſtice, and all thoſe terrible 
attributes, when we ſee them all ſatis- 
fied fully in Chriſt ; for Chriſt with his 
righteouſneſs could go through the juſtice 
of God, having fatisfied it to the full for 
us. And we being clothed with his righte- 
ouſneſs and fatisfaction, may go through 
G 2 too. 
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too. It is the character of a judicions, be- 
lieving ſoul to value the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt out of himſelf, labouring, living, 
| and dying, to be found in that.” 

[! God's precious word is the beſt remedy 
j againſt all doubts aud fears. The only 
j antidote againſt unbelief, is the truth as 
it is in Jeſus. In belicving this we are 
filled with all peace and joy of cont. lence, 
and abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, (Rom. xv. 13.) And the 
God of peace mall bruiſe Satan under our 
feet ſhortly, (Rom. xvi. 20.) 


Ceaſe thy fears then weak believer, 
Jeſus Chriſt is till the ſame, 

Yeſterday, to-day, for ever, 
SAVIOUR 1s his bleſſed name. 


Lowlineſs of heart and meekneis 

To the bleeding Lamb belong; 
Truſt in him, and by thy weanels 

Thou thalt prove that Cliiſt is ſtrong, 
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WII we ſhould put on Chriſt, 


HY put on Chriſt? Verily be- 

cauſe, without the enjoyment of 

him, we cannot draw one comfortable 
breath, live one happy moment, nor take 
one delightful ſtep in the road of life, to- 
wards certain death, and an eternal world. 
A real chriſtian is of all men moſt miſer- 
able, if his Mind, Memory, and Conſci- 
ence, do not poſſeſs his beloved Chriſt, his 
precious love, his covenant grace, and 
finiſhed ſalvation. Therefore, conſider, 
1ſt, This text, “Put ye on the Lord 
Teſus Chritt,” is a command to you, 
O believer, Though it be not under the 
form of a legal command, Do and 
live: Fulfill the law and be ſaved:“ yet it 
is a command under the law of faith, by 
which all divine comfort is enjoyed, 
64 and 
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and all human boaſting is excluded. It 
is a command of covenant grace and 
love to you, believer, who art alive to 
God through Jeſus, and art already ac- 
cepted, pardoned, juſtified, and ſaved in 


him. Inſpired Paul gives this command 


from the Holy Spirit, the glorifier of Je- 
ſus, and the comforter of all his members; 
that by conſtantly obeying it, we may be 
more ſpiritual in cur frames, more humble 
in heart, more holy in life, and more 
comfortable in our ſouls. Therefore 
think not lightly of it. But ever con- 
ſider yourſelf bound, by all the ſacred 
ties of covenant grace and love, to obey 
this goſpel command. 

As Aaron's rod ſwallowed up all the 
rods of Pharaoh's ſorcerers, ſo doth this 
command iwallow up, and include in it, 
all other commands. If love be the ful- 


filling of the whole law, putting on Chriſt 


is fulfilling the whole of the law, and of 
the goſpel. The tervants of Naaman ſaid 
to him, ** It the prophet had bid thee do 
ſome great thing, wouldſt thou not have 
done it? How much rather when he lays 
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to thee, Waſh and be clean ?*? So when 
the apoſtle ſays to thee, O believe, put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and be happy in 
thy mind, joytul in thy memory, and 
peaceful in thy conſcience, wilt thou not 
do it ? Ever confider this as the one thing 
needful. The work is thine; the power 
to do it is from the Lord. For, 

2dly, Your daily experience preaches 
the neceſſity of putting on Chriſt, This 
command is ſuited to your fallen ſtate, as 
a naked, indigent, hopelets, helplets, un- 


holy finner in yourſelf, as well as to 
your regenerate ſtate as a new creature, # 


believer in Chriſt. Some have got ſuch 
vaſt high notions of believers, as thongh 
they were not ſtill finners. Hence they 
cannot endure the phraſes, believing fin- 
ners—ſaved finners. But let experience 


determine this matter. I will venture to 


aſſert, if you do not fee yvourſelf a ſinner, 
from day to day, you are not a believer 
of the truth. Nay, if you do not fee (as 
confidercd in yourſelf) that you are a na- 
ked, indigent, hopeleſs, helpleſs, unholy 
finner too, you do not tee vourſelf in the 


, 1 

, , 
lie QT 

2 


[ 68 ] 

light of truth: you do not know yourſelf 
even as you are known; fin is not exceed- 
ing ſinful to you—ſelf is not humbled 
and loathed by you—Chriſt is not moſt 
precious in your eyes. Yet, though {in 
dwells in us, it has not dominion over us. 


It cannot, for we are not under the law, 


which only pronounces the curſe tor fin ; 
but under the grace of Jeſus, which makes 
us hate fin, and actually ſubdues the power 
of kin... Let, 

Though a believer in Chriſt, you are 
ſtilla naKED ſinner in yourſelf. You have 
no righteouſneſs which you have wrought 
out, that can ſereen you from divine 
Juſtice, anſwer all the demands of God's 
law, and entitle you to his favour. Vour 
own righteouſneſs is no better than filthy 
rags, too ragged to hide your ſname; too 
filthy to endure the piercing eye of God's 
purity, but muſt be burnt up by the fire 
of his juſtice. - True, in Chriſt you have 
an infinitely perfect, and everlaſtingly glo- 
rious righteouſneſs to appear in before 
God. But it is as true, you can only en- 
joy the comfort of this by putting on 

| Chriſt 


" 4 oa — 


1 69 ] 
Chriſt in your mind, memory, and con- 
ſcience; and it is equally true, not with- 
ſtanding all your works, duties, and per- 
formances, the grace of the Spirit in you, 
and the fruits of righteouſneſs produced 
by you, that you are that naked finner 
who muſt be found in Chriſt, and clothed 
with his righteouſneſs, or you cannot be 
juſtificd before God, but muſt be eternally 
condemned for fin by him. Unleis you 
{ce this, you can ſee no need to put on 
Chriſt. But the Holy Spirit convinces 
us of fin, gives us to ſee that we are ſtript 
of all by tin, and keeps up the ſi ght of our 
nakedneſs, on purpoſe that we ſhould put 


on Chriſt, and, in the experience of faith, 


ſay, with the church, „I will greatly re- 
Joice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful 
in MV God, for he hath clothed mg with 
the garments of Salvation, he hath covered 
ME with the robe of Righteouſneſs,” (Ha. 
Ixi. 10.) O then, bleſs the Spirit, for eyes 
to ſee your nakedneſs. Under every fight 
of it put on Chritt afreſh, that you may 
glory in him who is te Lord our rig hte- 


ouſne/s, 


Again, 
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vou are INDIGENT. in yourtelf. 


E 
Again, though a believer in Chriſt, yet 
There 
15 not a more poor, needy, indigent thing 
in creation than thou art, and in the light 
of truth ſeeſt thyſelf to be. Vou behold 
a total want in yourſelf of every thing 
winch is good. You fee what an infinite 
debt you owe to Law and ſuſtice, and are 
not worth one farthing to diſcharge it. 
No, nor ever will, Yea, every day, run- 
ning farther and farther in debt. Tou 
cannot but think a reckoning day muſt 
come. Under theſe views, fear and diſ- 
treſs muſt haunt vou. The dread of be- 
ing eternali; ſhut up in the priſon of hell 
mult territy yon. Under ſuch circum- 


ſtances, what can you do? What but 


put on your bleſſed ſurety, Chriſt * What 
but anſwer every demand of Law and Juſ- 
tice, with his dying words, Jt is finrſh- 
ed; the debt is diſcharged, the creditor 
is ſatisfied; yea, well pleaſed with Chriſt, 
and with you 1x Him f Record this afreſh 
in your mind and memory, that conſci- 
ence may take the comfort of it, and thy 
Lord have all the glory. | 

| Away 
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Away then with your dejected heart and 
gloomy countenance, Live p to you © Joy = 


ful privilege. Will you grovel in poverty, 


groan in wretchedneſs, pins with need, 
grapple with mitery, and be burdened with 
diſtrefs? What! when you know the 
grace of our Lord Jetus. who for our fakes 


became poor, that we through his poverty 


might be made rich! Then, under the 
deepeſt ſenſe ot indigence, put on Chriſt, . 
in whom yon have untearchable riches. 
This is the humble teaching ot faith, to 
know that in ourteives we have nothing. 
This is the joyful experience oi faith, to 
know that we poſſeis all things in Chriſt. 
O reſt not without the comfort of this. 
Love, bleſs, and glory in your divine ſure- 
ty; and, in the tit ſenſe of thy own weak-. 
neſs, be daily living vpon the Beloved, So 


u ill you be ſafely, tweetly, and comfortably 


coming up out of this world, finging 


How bleſt am I, whoſe heart is ſet 
To find the way to Zion's gate! | 
Chriſt is my ſtrength, and thro? the road, 

I lean upon my helper, God. 


Once 
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Once more. Though a believer in 
Chriſt, yet you are in yourſelf a HoprELEss 
ſinner ; therefore you thould put on Chriſt 
who is our hope, that your foul may be 
ſtrong, lively, and joytul in hope. What! 
been in Chriſt to many years, and in ſelf 
a hopeleſs {inner ſtill? What! nothing in 
{elf to caſt the anchor of hope upon? No. 
What! caſt the anchor within the ſhip to 
hold it? O man, how ridiculous ! True, 
the grace of hope is in the heart; but the 
object of ! hope 1s Chriſt. The anchor of 
hope 1s to be caſt into the wide ocean of 
God's love to finners in Chrift. O! the 
working of that naity legal {pirit, which 
1s ever {ccking the pride of felt, wanting 
to entertain a good opinion of ourſelves, 
and. to have fomewhat within ourſelves 
wherein to truſt, and whereof to glory! 
This ſpirit oppotes the glory of Chriſt, and 
keeps us from putting him on as our only 
hope and chiefeſt olory. 

Hence it is our hearts fo often fink, and 
our comforts forſake us. For hope in ſelf 
will toon give up the ghoſt, It may hve 
juſt while the ſunſhine” of a warm mn 
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laſts; but let the north wind blow, a cloud 
ariie in the mind, a freſh ſenſe of fin 
ipring up in the memory, or a little ſtorm 
of corruption rage in the contcience, hope 
;tielf will wither like Jonah's gourd. 
Hence we lee ſo many proteſiors ever 
flictuating and wavering. Now they are 
all light, joy, and peace: Anon they are 


all darkneſs, diſtreis, and terror. Don't 


you experience this at times? Why 1s it? 
becauſe you incline to ſomewhat in your- 
{clt as your hope, and decline from Chrut, 


who is Wt 1 menlly ſtiled “ our hops," 


(1 Tim. i. 1.) Therefore he, and he alone, 
15 to * dead put on, and whoily 
lived upon, as the only hope of us hope- 
lets finners, 

Brethren, confider your calling. It is, 
with faithtul Abraham, © againit hope to 
believe in hope.” For all in nature and 
ſelf is hopeie's. Yea, there is nought but 
black defpur in us. We have the ſen- 
tence of death in ourtelres, that we 
ſhould not truſt in ourſelves. Sin, death, 
and deipair, are wrote upon all we are 
and all we do. We find one indy. elling 

H fin, 
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ſin, luſt, or corruption after another, riſe 
11 ns. Juſt as with David, firſt a bear 
attacks him, then a lion, next a giant, a 
king after a giant, and then the Philiſtines 
war againſt him. Why all this? To excr- 
ciſe his arms, and to call forth his hope 
in his Lord. Why are ſuch enemies as 
brutiſh 1 .{ts, raging corruptions, gigantic 
unbelief, powerful carnal reaſonings, &c. 
left in nature? All are to put us out of 
conceit with ourſelves, to drive us out of 
all hope in ourſelves, and to cauſe ns to 


put on Chtiſt our hope. Thus,“ Experi- 


ence worketh dope, (Rom. v. 4.) We are 
always to be fighting and co 5 ting with 
hopeleſ s ſeif; rhereiore have continual 
need toput on Chrilt, that we may be live- 
ly and comtortable in the ſweet experience 
ot this precious truth, Crit in us the hope 
of glory. (Col. i. 27. ) 

Farther, th: ough a believer in Chriſt, 
yet vou area HELPLESS ſinner in yourſelf. 
What ! fay tome, a converted perſon, 
a believer, . child of God, and yet a help- 
lets finner ! Yes. Tatancy itſelf is not 
more deli s in natural things, than a 

believer 
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believer is in ſpirituals. Where then is 
the difference between a believer and an 
unbeliever? Efientially in this: The lat- 

ter is inſenible of his own weakneſs, 
therefore proudly trums in, and vainly 
glories of his own ſtrength, He is under 
this malediction, “ Curied is the man 
who maketh ficſh his arm,” for, “ his 
heart departeth from the Lord,” (Jer. 
XV11. 5.) But the believer knows and feels 
that he 1s not of himſelf ſufficient to think, 
or do any thing as of himſelf. He ces 
conſtant need of being ſtrengthened by the 
Spirit's might in the inner man. He is 
the bletied man who truſteth in the Lord, 

whoſe hope the Lord is; but we do not 
grow ſtronger in ourtelves, and find more 
belp and power from ourſelves, to with- 
ſtand our cnemics, to fight our good fight, 
to run our race, . Gay perfect holineſs ? 
No, verily, If we think to, it is plain that 
we arc not growing ur into Chriſt, but 
growing pov into delt. It the Lord has 
given me te know any thing of this mat- 
ter, after being upwards of twenty years 


in precious Chriſt, | treely declare, I find 


H 2 a 
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myſelf juſt that weak helpleſs ſinner 1 
was when I firit came to ſeſus with Lord 
help me—Lord fave me or I perift. Yea, 
1 find myſelf more helpleſs now than L 
thought myſelf then. TI tee more conttant 
need to put on Chrif, and to ſay, Surely 
n the Lord (not in myſelt) have 1 ficength, 
(Iſa. xlv. 24.) 

I am very ſure I never more firmly be- 

lieved than now this truth of my Lord, 


© Without me ye can do nothing,” (John 


XV. 5.) Never, never did I ſee leſs cauſe 


to truſt in niy own ſtrength, never ſo much 


need to hear and obey my Lord, when he 
ſays, Let him who glorieth, glory in 
this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth 


me, that I am the Lorn, who exerciſe 


loving kindneſs, judgment, and righte- 
ouineſs in the earth,” (Jer, . 24.] O? 
to underſtand and know this exerciſe ot 
the loving kincheſs of my Lord, to me 
a weak, helpleſs, vile ſinner, is the glory 
and rcjoicing of my tonal. 

Well, but here is the poor helpleſs fin- 
ner, fairounded with enemies on every 
tide, without and within—called to fight 

the 
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the Lord's battles againſt the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil—to perform duties 
to exerciſe graces, to bear his Lord's croſs, 
and to follow him in the regeneration : 
Can he do all ihis without help? No, ve- 
rily, and hleſſed be our covenant God, 


are not left to our helpleſs ſelves. He bark 


put precious faith in our hearts. As Jeſus 
is its author, he allo is its object. As faith 
comes flom him, it leads the foul out of 
nature and ſelf to him who created all 
things. Therefore, this is the work of 
the belicving ſonl, „ I will lift up mine 
eyes untò the hills, from whence cometh 
my help.” Here is the exerciſe of faith: 
« My belp cometh from the Lon D, who. 
hath made heaven and earth,“ (Pf. cxx1. 
1, 2.) Here is the experience of faith: 
What Lord mide heaven and earth ? 
Verily, that Jehovah Jetus whom thou 
art exhorted to put on. St. John expreſs- 
ly tells us ſo: *All things were made by 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made,“ (John i. 3. ) 
Eternal praiſe to ee: O bleſſed Spirit. 
for this thy witnels to our Immanuel's 
K 3 eternal 
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eternal power and Godhead. Eternal 
thanks to thce, O living Father, that thou 
haſt laid help upon one who is mighty, 
tor thoſe who have no might in themſelves ; 
and hair exalted one choſen out of the 
people, to be the help of thoſe ſinners 


who find no help in themſelves. Eternal 


bleſſings be on thee, O Son of God, for, 
though we have deſtroyed curielves, yet 
thou haſt lovingly aſſured us, ** In me is 
thine help found,“ (Hoſea, xiii. 9.) O! 
gracious Spirit, enable me to make it my 
daily work, conſtant duty, chiefeſt privi— 
lege, and grand concern, to clothe my 
mind, memory, and conſcience, with this 
joy ful truth, that Chriſt, my Lord and 
My Gob is my help and my ſhield againſt 
the face of every enemy. In the faith of 
this, well may I bid defiance to all my 
tos, mile at thur number, defy their 
power, ſhout victory in every attack, and 
in triumph cry out, “ More than conque- 
ror thro? Chriſt, who hath loved me.“ 
When Alexander came againſt a people 
who dwelt on the rocks, they ſmiled at his 
approach, aud bid duttance to his power, 


boldly 


1 


boldly ſaying, Unlets your ſoldiers can fly 
in the air, we fear you not, we are ſafe, 
our defence is impregnable. So, O my 
foul, dwching in Chriſt, the rock of thy 
ſalvation, thou art ſaſe and ſecure from 
every foe, ** For thou dwelleſt on high, 

and thy defence ſhall be the munition of 
rocks.“ (lia. xxxiii. 16.) 


What though you find and feel, from 
hour to hour, that you have (as a collect 


of the church of England lays) no 
power of ' yourſelf to belp yourſel £9: 
fighting a enemy, in jubduing one fin, 
in mortifying one luſt, in exerciling one 
grace, or in performing one duty; and 
though you fee this to be your conſtant 
work and way, yet be not diſcouraged. 
Holy Paul wa: juſt as helpleſs in himfelf 
as vou are, yet he ſays, I can do all 
things.“ So may you by the very ſame 
means as he did, „through Chritt, who 
ſtrengtheneth me,“ (Phil. 1 W. 13 } To 
begin well is to end well. Begin with 
Chriſt; put him on as thy fire ngth, fo 
fhait thou end every work to his glory. 
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will 80 in the ſtrength of the Lord God: 
Iwill make mention of thy righteouſneſs, 
even of thine only,“ (P.. oy 16.) 

Put on Chriſt; for though a ſanctiſied 


believer in him, yet in yourtlf you are cd 
an unholy finner, a lump ot ſin, a mals wt 
of impurity. Your nature is carthy, vour co 
deſires ſenſual, and your tempers deviliſh. pe 
In your fleſh 0 wells no good thing, Cat D. 
of it proceeds all manner of evil. There- d. 
fore you have no holingis, but what you - 
have in, aud-dcrive from Cnift, ere is V 
the deere e: of Heaven, Without holi- e. 
nets of heart, lip, and lle, no man mall 1 
ſee the Lord, (Heb. xii. 14.) This is the e 
declaration or covenant grace, “ Chriſt of C 
God is made unto us Uaänners! ſanctifi- C 
cation, (1 Cor. i. 35.) See the glory of 1 
goipel grüce. You are not left to labour, 0 
to get holinets to ſanctily you, but you are | 
Finctilled in Chriſt; and you are to put 4 ! 
him on contiaually, for ſubduing your | 
Inft:, mortiſying your corruptions, f >iten- 
ing and ſweeten! ng your tempers, ſpiritu- | | 
aliZing- rour frame, tanctifing your ate 
fections, | 


4, 

fections, and quickening your ſoul to hve 
unto God ; ſo will you comfortably go on, 
per fecting holineſs in the fear of God. 

For while vital union to and holy com- 


munion with Chriſt are ſenſibly maintain- 


ed in the mind, memory, and conſcience, 
we ſhall keep chaſte to him; we {hall not 
commit fornication againſt him, we ſhall 
pofſeis our veſſel in ſanctification to the 
honour of him; and though fin be not 
dead in us, yet we ſhall be dead to fin. It 
vill loſe all its mighty charms in our eyes. 
We ſhall deteſt the very appearance of 
evil from our hearts. And all the plea- 
{ures of ſenſe will be under our feet. Cloth- 
ed with Chriſt the new man, we ſhall put 
off the old man with his deeds; and 
our one chief aim will be to pleaſe Chriſt 
in all things. O ſtudy this point deeply. 
5 o be holy is to be like God, The more 
hriſt is put on, the more holineſs in 
* and walk; the more holineſs, the 
more enjoyment or God, the more afſu- 
rance of being a child of God, and of 
eternally enjoying the preſence of God. 
You will ever ünd this true in experience 
when 
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when Chriſt is put on within, as the peace, 
comfort, and joy of the heart; all that is 
contrary to ho lineſs will be put oft iu the 
life. 

3d, Becauſe we are called by our Lord 
to deny ouriclves, and to follow him; 
but if Chriſt be not put on within, we 
ſhail have little heart and little power 
to follow him in the life. Never was the 
goſpel more ae than it is in our day, 
if fine clothing and g ay dreſs may be ſaid 
to adorn it.  Scarcel: u ever had Chritt 
more {lowers than now, if profeſſors may 
be faid to follow him who gratify them- 
felves in the vain plcaturcs and faſhion- 
able diverſions of a linful ace, But, alas! 
ſuch things deprave the mind, manifeſt its 
vanity, drive Chriſt from the memory, 
and are quite oppoſite to all ſelf- denied 
obedience. Beſides, how ſadly is money 
laviſhed away in theſe things, While many 
of Chriſt's jaints are in want of common 
neceſſaries! O how can juch aniwer for 
this to their Lord! 

A beggar aſked alms of an honourable 
and pious lady, She gave him h:pence, 
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favine, that is more than ever God gave 
ne. O, ſaid the begg: Als lay not fo, Ma- 
dam, ter you have ercat we alth, and God 
gave Jiu all. Ne, replied the, I ſpeak 
the truth, God ith not given but lent 
me what 1 have, tt I night beſtow it on 
fuch as vou. Im only. my Lord's ſtew- 
ard, and muſt gccount to him. O that 
this was more confidered. 
One can juſt as ſoon conceive that 

de vil can be happy in the flames of hell, 
as that a child of God can ſeek for and 
find happineſs at the play-houſe, the card- 
table, or any carnal diverhons, while the 
love of Chiift is warm upon bis mind, 
his ſorrowes and ſufferings are freſh in his 
memory, the ſprinklingof his biocd is felt 
upon his conſcience, and the peace of God 
is ruling in his foul. In ſuch refreſliing 
teafons the foul will not aſk, What harm 
is there in {por iS, plays, and vain delights | ? 
Put will be ta lying, What fall I render 
to the Lord for All his benefits towards 
me? Can thuſe who give therfclves up 
to itch vain things ever have known the 
power and conitort of Chriſt's love? If 


„ 
they have, they muſt have put off Chriſt, 
loſt the feeling conviction of fin, of ab- 
{tzining from the appearance of evil, and 
of the abtolute neceſſity ol taking up their 
croſs and following him. For it their 
minds were exerciſed in putting on Chrilt, 
the vanity and foppery of dreſs would fall 
off like leaves in autumn; their thirſt at- 
ter fooliſh pleaſures would be quenched 
by Chriſt the living water, and holy tcl- 
lowſhip with him would cauſe them to 
put oft their former converſation, the old 


man, which is corrupt according to the 


deceitful luſts; for theſe luſts and Chriſt's 

love never can reign in one heart, 
O then put on Chriſt, and you will de- 
ny yourteli, and follow him; you will be 
proof againſt the luſts of the Act, t. the luit 
of the eye, and the pride of life. Initead 
of your mind going out after lying vanities 
and deceittul pleaſures, it will be allow 
ed up in God, Your memory will be 
taken up with the things which are freely 
given us of God, Your confeience will 
be peaceful in the love of your covenant 
God in Chritt. Your lite will be devoted 
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i to the glory of God your Father, and your 
iſt, itudy will be not to live to the luſts of 
ab- 1 men, but to the will of God: for it Chrift 
ind . be in your mind and memory, your con- 
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1e. ſcience will be tender, it will fear and ab- 
ele ; hor the very appearance of evil, and excite 
ilt, F you to all holy, ſelf-denied obedience. 
fall 5 Here appears the eſſential difference be- 
t- | tween profeſſing and poſſeſſing Chritt, 
hed Ihe former will leave a man alive to ſelf 
l- 13 and fin, and dead to Chriſt. The latter 
| a F wil make him dead to ſelf and fin, and 
o!d 5 alive to Chriſt. 
the - i Hence, in oppoſition to living after the 
Uuc's fleſh, and making proviſion for the fleth 
to fulfil the luſts thereof, St. Paul does 
= not teach hike a heathen philo! opher, or 
+ 43 


| exhort like our modern, dry, moral 
me preachers, to put on ſuch a virtue, and to 

tead E815 f iuch SE fay i-he--P 
| put oft juch a vice: but, lay; he, iz 


ties ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This, 
low this is the only way, at once, to put on 
| DE all virtues, and to put off all vices. If 
cy Chriſt be put on, all that is contrary to his 
will precious love, our holy faith, and joyful 
nan hope, will aſſuredly be put off. Chriit is 
oted 1 tke 
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the one thing necdful. Be it our one buſi 


neſs to put him on more and more. to 

When Pompey, by all his arguments 10 
and p<: tuatiorss, could not keep his ſoldiers lis 
trom going out of the camp, he laid him- th 
telt down in the narrow paſſage which led cl 
out of it, ſaz ing.“ Now go out if you Mt 
vill ; but f you do, you ſhall traniple te 
upon your general.” This overcame them; [| Il 
not one would ſtir. So we cannot go out 8 
of Chrit's camp, into unlawful plea- | tl 
ſures and fen{ual diverſions, without, as it | * 
were, trimpling under foot the Son of | V 
God. 3 ti nk of this! The Rabbins uſed | b 
to tell their pupils that ſin made God's | 1 
head ach. Tins we are ture cf, fin pain- u 
ed the Son of God to the very foul, When : 
you think of your fins, and of the precious L 
love and dreadful ſufferings of Chriſt for a 
your ns, and put him on, it will cauſe 1 a 
you moſt cheerfully to deny yourſelf, and 4 { 
moſt de lightfu! ly to follow lelus 1 in the re- J ; 
gencration. | 

gth, Why ſhould we put on Chriſt? | 
Becaute it is the will of God our Father. | 


« Jn this was inanifciied the love of God 
towards 
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towards us, becauſe God ſent his only be- 
loved Son into the world, that we might 
live through him,“ (1 Jahn iv. 9.) And 
thus it is manifeſt that we are the obedient 
children of God, by receiving, putting on, 
and living upon the Son of God. For, 
to che praiſe and glory of God's grace, 
he hat!! made us accepted in his beloved 
Son, (Epheſ. i. 6.) O! believer, conſider 
thiss Let your heart rejoice in this. Let 
your mind dwell on chis. Record this in 
vour memory, that your conſcience may 
be ever peaceful, happy, and comfortable 
in the view of this; that though a ſinner 
in vourſelt, vet you are ever entirely ac- 
ceptable to God, and perfectly accepted 
by him in his Son, your elder Brother ; 
and this to the glory of G: ©s rich, tree, 
and abundant grace. It pi. ./c the Father, 
that in Chriſt all fulnets ſhouid dwell. 
To what end? Even this joy ful one, that 
we ſhould live upon him, and out of his 
fulneſs receive grace upon grace, till grace 

is twallowed up in glory. 
O then, attend conſtantly to the voice 
of your heavenly Father. He calls in moſt 
I 2 tender 
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tender love, and hearty affection to us: ho 
6 Behold mine elect, in whom my ſoul de- d 
lighteth,“ (Ifa, xlii. 1.) and again, © This Tc 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well b 
pleaſed, Hear ye bim, (Matt. xvii. 5.) y 
Now, what is implied in this call, to be- E 
hold Chriſt and to hear him? It is as if 1 
our heavenly Father ſaid thus to us,“ My | a 
dear children, whom I love with an ever- | 9 
laſting love, I would have you to be both ' 1 
holy and happy. For this end I gave my | f 
beloved Son to you. He is the one and . | 
anly object I would have you fix your | a 
yes upon. Let the eye of your mind f 
be turned away from all other objects to | | 
him. Behold him as the Lord your righte- } . 
ouſucſs. Let the ear of your ſoul ever 4 
attend to his pleaſing voice. Hear him, | | 
ſpeaking in righteouſneſs, mighty to ( 
fave. So behold, ſo hear him, as to clothe | 
your mind, memory, and conſcience, with | 


his pertect atonement for your fins; his 
perfect obedience to the law, as your righ- 
teonineis, which he wrought out for your 
juitification, and with the glorious work 
ac hath finiſhed for your ſalvation, Put | 
| | | : ON | 
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on my beloved Son as your Prieſt, who 
died for your ſins, and ever lives to pray 
for your perſons—as your Mediator to 
bleſs you - your Surety to comfort you 
your Righteouſneſs to juſtify you—your 
Holineſs to ſanctity you—vyour Redemption 
to glorify you—and, till you get to glory, 
as your King to reign in you and to con- 
quer for you; for | have given him a 
covenant to you. In and from him you 
ſhall receive all the bleſſings of my ever- 
laſting love, and my peace which patleth 
all underſtanding. This thall keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of me, and in ſweet fellowſhip with 
me, and my beloved Son ſeſus Chriſt?” 
O let us then obey our loving Father, by 
thus beholding, hearing, and putting on 
his beloved Son, as his moſt free and in— 
eſtimably precious gift to us poor finners. 
For our Lord faith, ** The Father himielf 
loveth you, becauſe ye have loved me,“ 
(John xvi, 27.) Our loving Father de- 
lighteth in all his dear children, becante 
they love and delight in his on bhegotten 
and well-beloved Son. | 


T3 Again, 
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Again, 5th, We ſhould put on Chriſt, 
for this is his own blefled will concerning 
us. He gave himſelf for us, that he might 
be all in all to us - our food to nouriſh us, 
and our drink to refreſh us. He ſays, My 
fleſli is meat indecd, and my blood is drink 
indeed.“ He lived to be our righteoutneſs 
to clothe us. He died for our fins, to 
iave us. He lives again to comfort us. 
_ Therefore he faith, “ Abide in me.— 

Continue in my love,“ (John xv. 4, 9.) 
What nieancth he ? Verity, that we ſhould 
ever clothe our minds, ever remember, 
and ever exerciſe our conſcience upon the 
wonders of his tree, unmerited, unchang- 
ing love tous, Thus let us ever abide in 
him, cleave to him, believe on him, ſo as 
to derive freth power, peace, and joy from 
him, and we may be conſtantly bringing 
forth fruit to the honour and glory of him. 
Far --- 

-hriſt is continually calling to us,“ Hear, 
and your ſouls fhall live,“ (Iſaiah lv. z.) 
Live by his word of grace and truth: — 
Live upon his blood and righteouſneſs : — 
Live in the comforts of a pardoned, juſti: 
acd, ſanctified ftate ;—Live in a peacful 
trame 
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frame of mind: Live in the joy ful me- 
mory of his love and ſalvation: Live, 
having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
conſcience by his blood :—And, live upon 
all the fulneſs of grace which is in him, 
receiving out of his fulneſs grace upon 
grace, till faith is loſt in fight, hope in fru- 
ition, and love in the full enjoyment of 
Chriſt, in the realms of bliſs and glory. All 
this comes by hearing Chriſt's words. 

But are our poor minds at times diſtreſſ- 
ed with a ſenſe of our fins, luſts, and cor- 
ruptions? Are our memories burdened, 
and our conſciences heavy laden with 
theſe? What are we to do in this caſe? 
Do! Why remember Chriſt ever conti- 
nues the fame loving precious Lord. As 
we never lote our character of finners, fo 
he never loſes his name, nor changes his 
nature. His name is always JEsUs, the Sa- 
viour ; his naure is always Love. There» 
fore, put him ov again. Clothe your mind, 
memory, and conſcience, afreſh with the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes 
which ſo freely flow from his gracious 
lips. Hear his loving call, Come unto 
me ail ye who are weary and heavy la- 

den.“ 
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den.“ Rejoice at this precious promiſe, 
„ will give you reſt,”” (Matt. xi. 28.) 
Sweet Saviour ! what! come unto thee 
with all the burden of our fallen nature, 
finful lnit, and vile corruptions? Lord! 
how are thy thoughts above our thoughts ! 
O, u hen we are lore burdened with thc 
weight of our lins, luſts, and corrnptions, 
ve are ready to Hee from thee, and think 
thou wilt have nothing to do with us but 
wilt ſpurn us from thy preſence, if we pre- 
fume to come unto thee. But, Lord, wilt 
thou indeed retreth us and give reſt unto 
us? Yes, Lord, it is high treaſon againſt 
thee to 1{uipect this! Lord mcreaſe our 
faith. Lord pardon our unbelief. Lord 
help us to believe thee, aud to cleave unto 
thee. For this biefled word of thine ever 
holds good, “ According to your faith be 
it unto you,” (Matt. ix. 29.) 

6th, It is the will of God the Holy 
Ghott, that we would put on Chriſt. He 
at firſt convinced our minds of fin, made us 
ſenhvle that we have no righteouineſs in 


ourielves, and cauſed our coniciences to 


tremble under a ſenſe of guilt, Why did 
he do this? Bccaule he is the glorifier of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and the comforter of all his beloved 
members. Therefore he would drive us 
out of our naked ſelves, to the fulneſs of 
Chriſt, He ſhewed us the corrupt judg- 
ment we naturally have of ourſelves, of 
fin, and of righteouſneſs, that we might 
take ſhelter in nothing but the wounds of 
2 for our ſins, clothe our minds with 

is righteonſneſs, and ever remember that 
all our ſalvation is in Chriſt, that ſo we 
might find in and from him, peace of con- 
ſcience, joy of ſoul, and holineis of heart 
and lite. 

The Spirit conſtantly bears witneſs to 
Chriſt, to the truth as it is in him, and 
takes of the things of Chriſt, and ſhews 
them to us. To what end ? That we might 
receive, apply, and appropriate them, fo 
as to enjoy them in our mind, memory, 


and conſcience, for all the bleſſed purpoſes 


of righteouſneſs, peace, and joy, in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. It is the Holy Spifit who gave 
3 He 

us a new birth into Chiill, breathes into 
us deſires after him, and keeps thoſe defires 
alive in our ſouls. All the exhortations in 
the word, to quicken us in Jooking unto, 
believing in, putting on, and cleaving to 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, are given by his inſpiration. Xea, 
let us ever Temember, that it 18 through 
his gracious aid that we ever do put on 
Chrilt ; for the Spirit lovingly helps our 
infirmities. He graciouſly enables us, from 
day to day, to look oh OChritt for ſalva— 
tion, to lean on him for ftrength, to put 
him on as our righteouſineſs, to cleave unto 
him as our beloved, to enjoy fellowſhip 
with him, and to Jong for his coming, that 
we may be for ever glorified with him. 
But, favs Paul, ++ Now it any man have 
not the + Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his,“ 
(Rom. viii, 9.) Thereiore it is of the ut- 
moſt importance to know, whether we 
have the Spirit of Chriſt, But how may 
we know this? Vetily, if we fee our 
want of Chril!. and the worth of Chriſt, 
ſo as to dufire him, to come unto him, to 
believe in him, and put him on, for par- 
don, neace, holinehb, and ſalvation, with- 
out doubt we have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
For without the Spirit we never could do 
this. Of our:iclves, we have not the leaſt 
fight, will, or meh ation to this. But, if 
our hearts arc inclined to this, we may be 
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ing and influence. Therefore we may reſt 
fully ſatisfied, that we may have the Spirit 
of Chriſt. This is the addreſs to Jehovah 
Jeſus, of thoſe who have the Spirit; “O 
Lok, we have waited for thee: the 
defire of our foul is to thy name, and to 
the remembrance or thee,” (Ila. xxvi. 8.) 
If ſuch be the language ot your heart, 
luch the pzsiRE of your ſoul, O thou 
poor, doubting, diſtreſſed ſinner, glory and 
rejoice, for you have the Spirit of Chriſt 
as really as St. Paul had. 

Thus the holy, bleſſed, and glorious 
Trinity agree in one mind. even to bear- 
record of the max Chriit jeſus to us, of 
our jalvation in hun, and that therefore we 
ſhould put him on continually as the glory 
of our mind, the joy of our memory, and 
for the comfort of our concience. For it 


has pleatcd the Threc-One-God, that all 


the promites which ate given to us, thould 
be IN Chriit ferus : 3 erefore, | 
7th, We ſhould put on Chriſt, O be- 
liever, this is a moit {weet word, enough 
to refreſn your toul, and to make your 
heart leap ior joy. Says Peter,“ Unto us 
are given excecding great and precious 
promiles, 
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promiſes, that by theſe we might be par. 
takers of the divine nature,“ (2 Pet. i. 4.) 
Yes, ſays a poor ſinner, but when 1 look 
at the precious promites of God, and fee 
in myſelf to much vilenels, 10 much un- 
worthineſs of any one promiſe, ſo much 
unfitnels for it, and ſo much unſuitableneſs 
to the nature of it, that I ſtagger at the 
promite through unbelief, and never can 
think it belongs to me. Very true, There 
is not one promiſe 10 all the book of God 
that you are worthy of, that you have any 


right to claim, or that belongs to you, con- 


ſidered in vourielf as a tallen ſinner from 
God. It would be the higheſt preſumption 
in you, in me, or in any linner, yea, or the 
holieſt faint upon earth to think fo. 
But this is the glory of us poor finners, 
„ All the promiſes ct God are 18 Chriſt 
Jet us, yea and amen {ture and certain to 
be fulfilled to us) unto the glory of God,“ 
(2 Cor. i- 20.) Therefore, if you do not 
put on Chriſt, you can enjoy no comfort 
trom the ſweet declarations and precious 
promnes of God. Take for inſtance this 
bicted word ; Ihe eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open 
to 
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to their prayers,” (1 Pet. iii. 12.) Now 
you ſee yourſelf to be a poor ſinner: How 
then can you apply this to yourſelf, or 
take any comfort from it? You cannot, 
unleſs you put on Chriſt. For you are not 
righteous in yourſelt, but only. in him, 
being clothed with his righteouſneſs. Nor 
are the ears of God open to your prayers, 
but only as you are accepted in his beloved 
Son, and as your prayers are preſented in 
his name, and by him to tue Father. Re- 


member this, 


Again, It is promiled, oy God will keep 
the feet of his taiars.”? ( i Sam. ii. .) that 
precious in the noht of the Lord is the 
death vi his laints,“ (Plalm cxvi. 5.) and 
that Chriſt ſhall come to be glorified in 
his ſaints,” (2 Theſf. i. 10.) Now you 
and I ſee ourſelves to be finners. How 


then can ſuch precious declarations belong 


to us? Only as we are ſaints in Chriſt. A 
{aint is one who has received mercy: even 
that mercy of God beſtowed on finners, 
through Chriſt, in quickening and fanc- 
tifying them by his Holy Spirit. For as 
God loved us, choſe us, and juſtifies us in 
Chriſt, ſo he alſo lanctifies and makes us 

K holy 
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holy in him. Hence we become the holy 
brethren of Chriſt, and are taints in him. 
So that all the precious promiles being in 
him. are ours. Fer we are one with 
Chriſt. 

Then, putting on Chriſt, we may joys 
fully take up Paul's words, © All things 
are ours ;** al: the promiſes of this life, as 
well as thoſe of that which is to come: 
« All are ours.” Why? Becauſe we are 

Chriſt's, (1 Cor. iii. 23.) We are blefled, 
and ſhall be bleſſed, with all ſpiritual and 
all temporal blethbgs in Chrilt, by God 
the Father, accorc ing as he hath choſen us 
IN HIM, (Epheſ. 1. 2.) How: {weet then, 
to range through the ſacred pages, to take 
up one precious promiſe after ang ther, and 
to claim them all a» my own in Jeſus, to 
the glory of God! Here is no per in n ption 
in this: no thing of the pride of the telt- 
Tivhtecus Phar ee, who thinks this and the 
other promiſe belongs to me, becaiite I am 
righteous, holy, and good in myſelf. No, 
but, ſreing the pron tes all in Chriſt, and 
puttiug on him, we enjoy the comforts of 
the promiſes, and rejoice in Chriſt, though 
we have no confidence in the fleſh. Rejoice, 
| Lecauſe 
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becauſe there is not one word of God re- 
ſpecting our being in this lite, and our eter- 
nal ſtate ia that life which is to come, but 
what flows from the loving heart of a co- 
venant God in Chriſt; and all ſhall be 
fulfilled and made good to ns, to the glory 
of the truth of the ever blefled Promiſer. 
O then let us put on Chriſt, and no more 
ſtagger at any of the promiſes, through 
unbelief; for our hope of eternal life is 
ſecure. For God, who caunot lie, pro- 
miſed it in and to Chriſt, before the world 
began, (Tir. 1. 1.) 

Laſtly, We ſhouid put on Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he is ap,oinied to be our judge. 
What! that very Jetus who fo loved us, 
as to hang and expre in blood and an- 
guiſh upon the. a 'curicd tree, a ſacrifice 
for our fins, is he to judge our ſmls? O 
joyful truth! kle is. What can bring 
ſuch relief to our mind, ſuch joy to our 
memory, ſuch peace to ur con.cience, as 
this? O believer! how nuch below your 
privilege do yon live and act, if you are 
in continual dread and terror about the 
judgment-day ? Tre, it is moſt awful, 


it is moſt tremendous to think of appear- 
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holy in him. Hence we become the holy 
brethren of Chriſt, and are taints in him. 
So that all the precious piomiſes being in 
him. are ours. Fcr we are one with 
Chriſt. 

Then, putting on Chriſt, we may joys 
fully take up Paul's woods All things 
are ours;“ all the promiſes of this life, as 
well as tho! ie of that which :s to come: 
« All are ours.“ Why? Becaule we are 
Chriſt's, (1 Cor. iii. 23.) We are blefled, 

and ſhall be bleſſed, with all ſpiritual and 
all temporal bleſſings in Chriſt, by God 
the Father, accorumg as he hath choſen us 
IN HIN, (E. Ihef. . 2. How ſweet then, 
to range through the ſacred pages, to take 
up one precious pronmſe atterancther, and 
" ela m them all a my own iu let. as; to 

the glory of God! Here is no preiun ption 
in this: no thing of the pride of the telt- 
rightecus Phar lee, who thinks this aud the 
other promiſe belongs to me, becaiite I am 
righteous, holy, and good in myſelf. No, 
| but, ſeeing the pron es all in Chriſt, and 
putting on him, we enjoy the comforts of 
the promiſes, and rejoice in Chriſt, though 
we have no confidence in the fleth, Rejoice, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe there is not one word of God re- 
ſpecting our being in this lite, and our eter- 
nal ſlate in that life which is to come, but 
what flows from the loving heart of a co- 
venant God in Chriſt; and all ſhall be 
fulfilled and made good to us, to the glory 
of the truth of the ever bleſſed Promiſer. 
O then let us put on Chriſt, and no more 
ſtagger at any of the promites, through 
unbelief; for our hope of eternal life is 
ſecure. For God, who caunot lie, pro- 


miſed it in and to Chriſt, before the world 


began, (Tit. i. 1.) 

Laſtly, We ſhould put on Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he is appointed to be our judge. 
What ! that very Je:us who fo loved us, 
as to hang and expre in blood and an- 


guiſh upon the a curted tree, a ſacrifice 


for our fins, is he to judge our ſmls? O 
Joyful truth! He iz What can bring 
ſuch relief to our mind, ſuch joy to our 
memory, ſuch peace to ur COncience, as 
this? O believer! how much below your 
privilege do yon live and act, if you are 
in continual dread and terror about the 
jndgment-day ? True, it is moſt awful, 
it is moſt tremendous to think of appear- 
K 2 ing 
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ing before the Judge of quick and dead, 
to hear the ſolemn, the irreverſible ſen- 
tence of Come, ye bleſſed ;” or © Go, 
ye curſed.”? 0 

But ever remember who will pronounce 
this ſolemn doom. It is your loving Sa- 
viour, and gracious Juſtifier ; it is that 
dear Chriſt, who bore our fins in his own 
body on the tree; who hath put away 
our fins, by the tacrifice of himielf ; who 
hath for ever made an end of fins, made 
perfect reconciliation for iniquity, and 
brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
perfectly and for ever to juſtify us; ſo that 
this is the irreverſible doom of juſtice it- 
ſelf, There is now no condemnztion to 
them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” Nor 
will there be any condemnation brought 
againſt them, or ſentenced upon them, 
by their Judge in that ſolemn day; for 
they will be found in him everlaſtingly 
juſtiſied, and for ever acquitted from all 
their fins. He well knows he redeemed 
them by his own blood ; he juſtified them 
in his own righteouſnefs; he ſanctified 
them by his own Spirit; and therefore 
; he 
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he will call them, “Come, ye bleſſed, 


inherit my glory.” 


Then look back to Chriſt on the croſs 
by faith, and look forward to Chriſt on 
the judgment-ſeat with courage. Put on 
Chriſt, and put eff your fears, Yea, be 
filled with boldneſs, peace, and joy, on the 
thoughts of the judgment-day. For lo, it 
is your loving and beloved Bridegroom 
who comes openty to eſpouſe you to him- 


ſelf, in the preſence of God, angels, and 


men; and this, in conſequence of your 
preſent eſpouial to him, by the Spirit, 
through faith. For, have you choſe Chriſt 


as your only Saviour? Do you flee to 


him as your 'only refuge? Do you cry to 


him to fave yon from your fins now, as 


well as from wrath to come? Who gave 
You this heart and this faith ? Verily, he 
who loved you, and died for you. And 


will he, can he reject your ſoul, and ſen- 


tence you, the object of his love; the pur- 
chaſe of his blood, the ſubject of his grace, 
the member of his body, of his feſh, and 
of his bones, to eternal wrath and deſtruc- 
tion? Impoſſible: dread to indulge the 
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thought one moment; for it is deſtruc- 


tive of the joy of iaith and the workings 
ot love, 

For © beho!d he ſhall come (O hear and 
rejoice !) to be glorificd in his ſaints; and 
to be admired ix all them who believe in 
that day,” (2 Theſſ. i. 10.) O how will 
our Saviour's glory ſhine forth with the 
moſt reſplendent luſtre. in his loving, call- 
ing, juſtitying, ſanctifying, and preſerving 
all his dear people unto eternal life! O 
how will he be admired 1N his ſaints, and 
BY tis faints, in his glorious perſon, in his 
precious offices, in his ever}alting love to 
them, and in his everlaſting ſalvation of 
them Angels s, archangels, and all the 
heavenly hoft, will then be {truck with 
the greateſt admiration, at behoiding the 
full diſplay of theſe things which now 
they deſire to look into. And, O ye ſaints, 
what admiration, wonder, and joy, will 
fill your enraptured {oul-, on ſceing the 
olory which will then ſhine 1x you from 

our glorified head! „ For when Chriſt, 
who is our lite, ſhall appe ar, then ſhall we 
aiſo apear.““ Where? At his left hand, 
with terror, ſhame, and confuſten? 0. 
no 
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no! But we ſhall appear «<vith Him in 
glory, (Col. iii. 4.) And, © ſo ſhall we be 
ever with the Lord.” Well might Paul 
add, Wherefore, comfort one another 
with theſe words,“ (1 Theſſ. iv. 18.) Soul, 
from what do you ſeek comfort? Beware 
of your feelings. They ot ariſe from a 
heated imagination, and lead to the worſt 


kind of enthufiaſm. 1 have known thoſe 


who have been engaged in purſuits not 


at all becoming their profeſſion, and yet 


have vainly talked of fceling the love of 


— 


God. Vcrily, if you find comfort in any 


other way than what 1s agreeable to the 
holy words and ſanctifying ductrines which 
teſtity of Chriſt, you will find yourtelf 
awfully deceived, and woetully diſappoint- 
ed in the end. 
See then the proper work of faith, and 
the peculiar oihce of the Holy Ghoft, and 
how they concur in comforting our tonts, 
The Holy Ghoſt is a witneis, as well as 
a comforter. He teſtifies of ſeſus in the 
word: and he comfoits the tou only by 
tne. belief of the word. Hence it is I 
have dwelt ſo largely on this head, UN 
we ſhould put on Chriſt, as revealed in 
| the 
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the word: For, ** By one offering he hath 
pertected for ever them who are fancti- 
tied,” (Heb. x. 14.) That 1s, ** Chriſt 

made upon the crols (by the one oblation 

of himſelf once offered) a full, pertect, 
oF {uſhcient lacrifice, oolation. and ſatis- 
faction for ſin.” Nothing need, nothing 
can be added to it. The work by which 
we are for ever perfected is completely 
finiſned, and for ever done. He has per- 
fecily fulfilled the law for us, perfectly 
atoned juſtice in our ſtead, perfectly ex- 
piated our fins, obtained full pardon for 
them, and complete redemption trom the 
curte ot them, and perfectly juſtified us 
from all condemnation for them. Thus 
we are hereby perfected for ever. We! 
Who? Even ALL who are ſanctified; that 
is, 1. Separated and ſet apart from eternity 
by the choice of the Father, to partake of 
the perfect ſalvation of his beloved Son. 
2. Sanctified, or ſeparated by the Holy 
Spirit in time, from all our corrupt no- 


ways, and unful practices, to enjoy the 
pertect love and perfect ſalvation of the 
| Son 


tions, iclt-righteous dependencies, unholy 
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Son of God, by a holy faith. How ſimple 
is faith in its nature? It is neither more 
nor leſs than the beliet of the truth. How 
glorious is faith in its effects? For it 
brings the fulneis of the perfection of 
Chriſt's glorious work and ſalvation into 
the foal, Thus the very end of God's 
election is aniwered upon us; for © God 
hath, from the beginning, choſen us to ſal- 
vation through ſanctification of the Spi- 
Tit and belief of the truth,” (2 Theff. 
1.13.) Thus we are brought into a ſtate 
of perfect peace with God. And while 
we put on Chriſt as our dear friend, be- 
loved bridegroom, and precious Saviour, 


we ſhall rejoice to think of his appearing 


as our judge, to ſentence us to the king- 
dom prepared for us, and which he has 
made us meet to enjoy, 


If cloſe to the Lord thou wouldft cleave, 
Depend on his promiſe alone: 

His righteouſneſs wouldſt thou receive, 
Then learn to renounce all thy own. 


Tue 


The faith of a Chriſtian indeed, | 
Is more than mere notion or whim ; 
United to Jeſus, our head, 
We draw life and virtue from him. 


This God is the God we adore, 
Our faithful unchangeable friend, 
Whoſe love is as large as his pow'r, 
And neither knows meaſure nor end. 


*T is Jeſus the firſt and the laſt, 
W hoſe Spirit ſhall guide us ſafe home; 
We'll praiſe bim for ail that is paſt, 

And truſt him for all that's to come. 
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CHEAT. VL 
WuEx we ſhould put on CnRISsT. 


HEN? God's time is beſt. And 
be tays, “ Behold, No is the 
accepted t. 'me ; behold, xow is the day of 
ſalvation.?* Here, procraitination is the 
thick of time, and the murderer of com- 
ſort. Behold, xow. you are called upon 
to put on Chriſt. It was the pride and 
boaſt of Seneca, that wherever he went 
he bore 6 with him. Surely 
ſhould be our boaſt and glory, where- 
ever we go, to carry Chriſt with us in our 
mind, memory, and conſcienct, in the 
image of his love, the record of his mercy, 
the miracle of his grace in converting us 
to limfelf, the miſeries he endured for our 
tins, the ſorrows he ſuſtained for our ſal- 
vation, the perfection of his atonement and 
righteouinets 
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righteouſueſs, the victory of his croſs, the 
triumphs of his reſurrection, the preva- J. | 
lency of his interceſſion, and the comtort f 
and joy of his coming again to reccive us | ; 
to himſelf, that where he is t. re we {hail 
eternally be. O ! it theie things dwell con- 1 } 

1 


ſtantly in us, we ſhall not only be alive, 


but lively 1 in the work of faith, the labour 5 
of love, and the patience of hope ; ; while 2 ” 
we thall be dead to hin, to all the ae | ba 
| and vanities of a fintul world, ans bveetly Y 
ling, x 
 Wherc*er I turn, where'er I rove, he 
I meet the object of my love. 1 
ec 
T have read of a godly man who was 5 
once very diffolute. When converted, his 7 
former companions tought to bring him _ 
back to his former wicked courles ; but he on 
told them, I am deeply engaged in me- 7 
ditating on a little book, which contains be 
only three lea cs, lo that at preſent I have = 
no leiſure for other buuneſs. Sometime. ſta 
after, being aſked again, If he had done 5 


wich his book, he ſaid, © No; for though 7 wi 
N 5 | 


was 
„his 
hum 
t he 
me- 
ams 
have 


time 


done 
,ugh 
it 


and rich grace, in inatch'ng me as a brand 


he has ſaved as to, 
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it contains but three leaves, vet there is 
ſo much comprized in them, that 1 have 
devoted myſelf to read therein all the days 
of my liie. The firſt leat is RED. Hefe 
I meditate on the pail: on Or my Saviour, 
his ſhedding his precious blood as an atone- 
ment for my fins, and a ranſom tor my ſoul, 
without which I muſt have been a > WES 
ed ſinner in hell to all eternity. The te- 
cond leaf is wüirE. This cheers my tpt- 
rit with the comfortable conſideration of 
the unſpeakable joys of heaven, obtained 
for me by Chriſt, and of being for ever 
with him. "The tiard leaf is BLAck. Here 
I think of tHe horrible ſtate of the damns= 
ed, and the erpetual torments they are 
ſuffering in bell O this cxcites t! hankfut- 
neſs to my Saviour, for his wonderful love 


out of the fire, and ſaving me from eternal 
deitruction!*? Hee is a god nian, a good 
book, and a good cx2 male ior you and 
me. Let us go and dv |! Kkewie,?? Con- 
ſtantly meditate upon Chr:it, oo the 
wrath he has ſaved us from, aud ihe glory 
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But let us conſider ſome peculiar times 
and jcaſons, in which more eſpecially we 
thould put on Chriſt, 

iſt, When we approach the throne of 
grace. This, if we are alive to God, we 
ſhall do conſtantly. Praying always, 1s 
the chriſtian's motto. One can juſt as 
well conceive of a living man entirely 
deſtitute of all fears, paſſions, hopes, af- 
fections, deſites, &c. yea of breath alſo, 
as of a regenerate foul living without 
conſtant prayer to God. Prayer is the 
Pant breathing of a quickened foul. 
Ar a throne ot grace he pours out his 
hopes, tears, ſo! 10 vs, affections, and de- 
tires, &c. But if his mind, memorv, and 
contcience, be not clothed with Chriſt as 
his high pricit, mediator, and advocate, 
before the thrzne of God above, he will 

find but little comfort in drawing nigh to 
a throne of grace below, Nav, he will 
not draw nigh to God at all. T bough he 
may find words, vet they will be without 
heart and hope. Prayer will be only a taſk 
to ſatisfy conicience, It will be begun 
without confidence, pertormed without 
ipuit, and ended we joy. 

But 
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But if our minds are clothed with this 
comfortable truth, that we have a great 
high pricſt, who is paſſed into the heavens, 
Jeſus the Son of God, then we ſhall ſee 
our heavenly Father ſeated on a throne of 
grace, with ſmiles of e ; aud 
we fhall come boldly unto i:, that we may 
obtain mercy as milerable ne and 
find grace to ſupply our wants as needy 
creatures. For it is only © through Jetus 
we have acceptance by one Spirit unto 
the Father,” (Eph. ii. 18.) It is only“ in 
Chriſt that we have boldneſs and acceſs 
with confidence by the faith of him,”” 
(chap. iii. 12.) O believer, conſider well 
theſe your ineſtimable privileges. Here is 
Acckss, which 1s a liberty to approach to 
God as a Father; norpxNEss, which is a 
fre:dom of ſpeech in delivering our whole 
heart and mind to God in prayer; cor- 
FIDENCE, vh:ch is a well-grounded per- 
ſuaſion that our perſons and performances 
ſhall find accept: nce to God in Chriit. 

When a canie is to be tiied in 2 8 
parties concerned are very buſy: So is Sa- 
tan in times of prayer. Ile acts as plaintiff 


YE and 
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Eu 
and accuſer, When be fees us on our 
kes, he will inject accuſations into our 
minds, tuch as, What! does ſuch a vile 
inner as you de to be heard by a 
holy God? Look back on your paſt con- 
cuct—nay, think of what you did a little 
while ago—7ca, look at vourſelf now 
lee W bat vain and wandering thoughts are 


g 
in you—how cold, how dead, how diſ- 


tracted are all your pravers—can you 
think God will hear and accept you, and 


ſuch pravers as yours ? Satan is a mighty 
adverſary to prayer. Burt put on Chriſt, 


and filence Satan. It is the joy of "INS 


that your audience and acceptance with 
God do not depend on what you are in 
yourſeif; but, to the praiſe of the glory of 
God's grace, your perſon 1s acce ptedi in his 


beloved Son, and through his much in- 


cenſe, your prayers ſhall be received and 
anſwered. O put on and glory in this 
blefied truth, and cuſt away erery diſcou- 
ragement. Haring therefore, brethren, 
boldneſs to enter into the boſeſt by the 
blood of fefus, by a new and hing way 
which he hatii  colliecrated thiough the 

| Vail, 
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vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh z and having 
an high prieſt over the houſe of God, let 
us draw near with a true heat, in fell 
aſſurance of faith, that our God. will 
hear and accept us, (Heb. x. 19.) &c. 
Joſcph ſtrictlu commanded his brethren, 
it they would ſee his face with comfort, 
to bring his brother Benjamin with them. 
So, if we expect any comfort from God's 
throne of grace, we muſt put on and carry 


Our dear Brother Chriſt in the arms of our 


faith, and plead his worth and worthincts 
alone for accets and acceptance. 

_2dly, Put on Chriſt when vou go to his 
table. If you live and walk as a believer 
in him, you cannot neglect this bleficd in- 
ſtitution of your dear Lord. If you do, 
depend on it all 1s not right between our 
Saviour and your heart. By your neglect 
of this you rob your precious ſoul of a 
bleſſed privilege, of much comfort, and 


your dear Lord of his glory. But does a 


tight and ſenſe of your unworthineſs de- 
ter you? You cannot be humbled too low 
on account of this. If you were to hve to 
the age of Methuſelah you would have 

3 no 


— 
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no worth nor worthinels in xoutf ſelf for 
which Chiit ſhould receive you. Wor- 
thy is the Lamb: Ile is woithy of you, 
though vou are not worthy of him; for 
he bought you with his blood when you 
90 done nothing to merit it, nor ever 

in do a ny thing to deſerve it . therefore 
clothe your mind wich his precious love, 
your memery with His gracious promiſes, 
and Your conſhenge with his olorious ſal- 
vation. Go to his table to commemorate 
his dying lore. e conſtantly. ſhewing 
forth his death as vour only hope till he 
comes. Be feeding on bis fleſu and 
drinking his blood till he teien you to 
himfſelt; for he ſaith, O precious words! 
& Vhoſo eateth mv ileſh and drinketh 
my blood, rs eternal life, and 1 will 


raiſe him up at the laſt day,“ (John vi. 64.) 
The more TO | a I On Chil the more 
abundantly. will vou exp derience that vou 


have cternal life in 55 and the more 
joyful aſſurance of: being raited by him. 
For he adds, le ENG cateth me, even he 
ft: 1 live 57 e John vi. 57.) Live 
a holy, happy, ſpiritual life; out of ſelf, 
above 


for 
For- 
ou, 

for 
vou 
ver 
fore 
We, 
iſes, 
ſal- 
rate 
ing 
| he 
and 
| TO 
ds! 
:eth 
wall 
4.) 
ore 
vou 
ore 
im . 
1 he 
ive 
elf, 
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Wa. us 
above nature, even a life of feilowſlp 
wii Chriſt and hs Father, enjoying his 
pence and love, through the power of the 
Holy Gnott. 

zd'e, In ſeaſons of heavineſs, put on 
Chriſt, Peter deſcribes believers as very 


Joyfal ſouls. Whercin ye greatly re- 


joicc.“ Jay is a fruit of the Spirit. We 
are called UPU n, Reje ice in the Lag 
always, and again rejoice,” (Phil. iv. 4.) 
But, wherein do ſaints grea ly 3 ? 
In their being the elect of God—ſanRtii- 
fied by his 5} pirit—ſ{privkled by the blood 
of Chriſt - begotten to a lively hope—and 
kept by the power of God through taith 
unto 1alvation. O ' believer ! theſe are 
never-iailing ſprings of joy. But he adde, 
% though now for a ſcalon (if ned bar 
ve are in heavineſs, through manitold 
temptation,“ (1 Pet. i. 6.) Is that ſeaſon 
cone? There is a-need for it. Are 
you in- heuvinefs through a tenſe. of in- 
"11 prefied down umder its 
We gf, groam ng under its burden, and 
dit ened 3 "manitold temps 4tons ? 


v. ly 
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Why is all this ſuffered? He tells us, for 
the trial of our faith. 
Now take heed to yourtelt ; the Lord 
15 trying Your {aith, Be Ware that you do 


not caſt away your ſhield of faith; ſee 


that you do not tempt Chriſt by laying 
he neither loves me nor cares for me, 
but has caſt me off for ever. Nay, but 
rather call to mind his free grace in un- 
dertaking thy cauſe, his great love in dy- 
ing for thy hns, his rich mercy in calling 
tive to himielt, and his faithfulneſs and 
truth which he has picdged tor thy ſalva— 
tion. Remember, „le is anointed to 
give the g > nents of praiſe for the ſpirit 
ot heavine1s,” (Ta. Ixi. 3.) Put him on, 


Y 


cleave to him, 1or the times of refreſhing 


{halt come from his preſence. Chriſt is 
nt on 2 friend while the warm fun- 
FRO of profperity of ſoul laſts, but he is 
u triend wao loveth at all times, and a 
Ae born for adverſity, (Prov. xvii. 
7 


Whate'er we found him at the beſt, 
He's at the worſt the lame. 


e WW. kn oat 
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Seaſops of conflicts, afflictions, heavi- 
neits, and temptation, are the beſt times for 
praying to the Lord, but the worſt times 
tor judging of our ſtate. For Jeſus is 
not a farmer bird, who forſakes his peo- 
ple in the winter of adveriity, No; but 
he ever lives to {ave them to the very ut- 
termoſt. Conſider, this heavinets is not to 
dettroy your conſia-nce, hut only to try 
your faith. See what the b! lee end of 
it ſhalt be. Your faith is much more pre- 
cious than gold. Therefore not a grain 
ſhall be loft in the fire; but it ſhall be 
ound unto praite, and honour; and glory, 
at the appzaring of Jeſus Chriſt. O let 
your mind, memory, and conſcience, be 
ci-thed with this precious truth, “ His 
anger endureth but for a moment. Tu his 
favour is life; heavineſs may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh 1n the morning,”? 
(Pal. . 2 


Athly, In a ſenſon of darkneſs and de- 
ſertion of tu put on Chrift, who is the 


light of life, It is a ſure mark of a re- 


generate ionl and a loving heart, that it 
is troubled and mourns lor its darkneſs 
„hen 


— — ——— 
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when the Lord hides his face. And it 1s 
the proper work . a renewed mind to 
apply to Chriſt; a ſauctified memory to 
retain him, and a N conſcience not 
to reſt ſatisfied without him. „ Verily, 
thou art a God who hidett thyiclt, O God 
ot Iſrael the Saviour,” (Ita. xiv. 15.) 


But why doth God hide his. face Gt 


leave any of his dear children to mourn 
in darkneis ? That is your proper work 
to look to, and enquire tor yourſelf, Let 
the enuſe be what it may, the end is not 
to drive you from your God, nor to make 
you let go your confidence in Chriſt, 


No; but quite 885 contrary: to make 
5 1 


vou the more to truũ in him, and ſtay 
your foul upon bins: For wind, he is 
the God of Irael and the Savrovur, 
though he hides his face, Examine your 
ſoul. Search your ways. See if ſome 
curſed Inſt, or Chriſt— -dithonouring pride, 
tome plealure in fin, or vain conhdence 
in yourleif and your own righteouſneſs, 
hive not cauted your Lord to hide away 
his face. Therefore, humble yourſelf un- 
der the mighty hand of God. Be _ 

ed, 


ed, 
he: 
Dit 
hir 
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ed, and mourn, and weep. Pour out your 
heart to the Lord, Conteſs your fin unto 
him, and be aſhamed of your folly before 
him. Tell him, 


J cannot live without thy light, 
Caſt out and banith'd from thy fight. 


It is ſaid of Tully, when baniſhed from 
Italy, and of Demoithenes, when baniſhed 
from Athens, that they wept every time 
they looked towards their own country. 
Poor deſerted believer, doit not thou 
mourn every time thou lookeſt to thy hea- 
\enly country? Do not tears trickle 
down thy checks when thou thinkeſt of 
thy God, and canſt not lee the ſmiles of 
his loving face as heretofore? O! this 
mourning his abſence, is a ture ſign of the 
preſence of love to him and longing for 
him. 

Therefore, beware, while you loath 
yourſelf and bemoan your folly, that you 
do not diſhonour vour Lord, by ſuſpect- 
ing his everlaſting love, queitioning his 
precious truths, or neglecting his glorious 

lalwation. 
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Now, even now, put on thy 


ſalvation. 
precious Chriſt afreſh; mind and remem- 
ber his ſweet e e to his 


concerning all his people,“ Thou haſt 
loved them as thou haſt loved me, (John 


Fatner 


Xvii. 23.) Even with the very ſame 
everlaſting unchanging love. Therefore, 
though in darknets and forrow, be aſſured, 
God's love is ever the ſame, like himſelf, 
without variavleneſs. Though he hides 
his face, {till he reſts in his love. For 
God did not love you, chooſe you, and 
call yon, for any good he ſaw in you; but 
he loved you, and viewed you in Chriſt ; 
and in Him he is ever the jame covenant 
God and reœconciled Father, whether he 
conſolates with his love or chaſttics with 
his rod; whether hie lifts up the light of 
his countenance upon you, or hides away 
his face from you. Your fin and folly may 
caule hin to change his conduct towards 
you, but he can never, never change his 
covenant name and nature; for God ts 
lowe, (1 John iv. 16.) 


Therefore as God! LOVES you in Chriſt, 
. 


vie as You in hum, bath ace} PLCC, 2 
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doned, juſtified, and ſanct fied you in him, 


be ever looking unto Chriſt, clothing 
your mind wit b him, remembering his 
loving Kin: Ancls, and pleading in your 
conſcience his atonement for your ling, 
his rigateouineſs as your juſtification, and 
the ſalvation he hath finified for your ſoul. 
Though at preient you tce not the light of 
comfor t, not tee! the ſunſhine of Joy, yet 
glory is the word of truth and grace as it 
is in jeſus. This ever abides with vou, 
though comfort forſ kes you. Search the 
Scriptures, ſtudy them, $4 over them ; 
they teſtify of Chrilt, of the covenant of 


grace made with him, of a covenant God 


III hiin, aud of all the covenant vlelings 
promited to us poor linneis by him. Hark! 
lien to that ſweet voice Ot love which 
ſalutes your ears, and gives counſel to your 
foul. Are you mourning in darkneis and 
complaining in {adnels, 5 My Lord bath 

foriaken me, my God hath foi gotte nme! 
io ſau the church of old. Put hear the 
Lord's anſwer, Can a woman forget her 
tucking child, that ihe ſhouſd not have 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, 
M | they 
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they may forget, vet will I never forget 
thee,” (Iſa. xlix. 15.) Though your co- 
venant God und Father hides his face, yet 
he hath not forgotten you; for behold, he 
lovingly enquires after you, and tweetly 
gives d vice to . 

Here 1s, iſt, a bleſſed enquiry. Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that 
walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light ?” 
(lia. I. 10.) Your character is here de- 
icrived as plainly as though your very 
name was wrote in full length. You walk 


in daikneſs, under the hidings of God's 


face. You ee not the light of God's coun- 
tenance ſhining upon your ſoul. You are 
without {þ; ritual! joy and comfort of heart. 
This is your diſtrefs. Still you fear the 
Lord. Hence your jealous concern about 
the cauie of- your darkneſs, vour ſorrow 
for it, and your prover's and defires to be 
ee, from it, You obey Chriſt, who 


as man is the ſervant of God, by believ- 


ing in him as the only Saviour, and ex- 
pecting ſalvation from him ALONE. 


Now, 
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Now, what is the counſel the Lord 
gives you ? What 1s his will concerning 
yon ? He has put you into the 1ichool of 
darkneſs to learn to know his voice, to 
obey his will, to exercite vour giaces upon 
him, and 1 to honour him. Peter, 
when on the Mount, was for building ta- 
bernacle> for reſidence; but he muſt come 
down. So the Lord brings you down from 
the wount of joy, into the dark valley of 
forrow, that youu thould make him your 
only trui', flay, and dwelling - place. 
Therefore. 
2dly, Hcal and obey his wet counſel, 
Let hin tiuſt in the nein rhe Lord, 
and ftay net upon us Bo More 1s 
truſting oppoicd to jverng, ing in 
the Lord to all fenlibls e „ A. ii the 
name of the Lord to every, ther ohject. 
* The name of the Lord is + (trons tower x 
the righteous runneth into it, and is fate,“ 
(Prov. Xv1!1. 10.) This text has puzzled 
me. For whit has the man who 1s righte- 
dus in himlelf to fear? Why ihould he 
want a tower of defen-e ? Why ſhould he 
run into it for fatety ? Surely, if he 1 
righteous in himſelf, he need not flee from 
M 2 himſelf; 
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himſelf ; he can take refuge in his own 
righteouſneſs, he is ſafe in himſelf. But 
this is the ate mee of the God of truth, 
„There is none righteous, no, not one,“ 
(Rom. iii. 10.) Then that man who dares 
to truſt in himſelf, is arraigned and con- 
demned by our Lord as a Yharitee ; he diſ- 
piays the ignorance and pride of his 
heart, and in effect arrogantly favs unto 
Chriſt, I have no need to flee unto thee 
as A refuge, nor to truſt in thy righteouſ- 
nefs to jutlify me. There fore this text can 
only be underitond oi the poor, convinced, 


humble Gnner, who ſees his own righte- 


ouſneſe as filthe tags, quits all confidence 
jn it, flees from it and runs to take ſhel- 
ter in the name of the Lord, even that 
bleti-d na ve Jesus, which is above every 
other name. To hum his pliant knee 
bows, hie hunbl. heart ubmits, and his 
enlighi crew foul tf is, ang viories alone in 
that name wherehy ſeſu, is called “ The 
Lord our rightrouſurts,? (Joel. xxiii. 6.) 
Such, and only uchi one, is a righteous 

perion in the {i ont of (God. 
Now you, a poor, ſenſible ſinner, are 
called to TRUST in the name of the Lord. 
This 
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This is oppoſed to all other means and 
props whatever, to all coinfortable ſenſe 
of God's love, to all ſigns of grace, to 
any righteouſneſs, to any hope you have 
in yourſelf ; it is to put on C hriſt afreſh, 
as the Lord your nghteoutncis, ſtrength, 
and faivation; to clothe your mind, me— 
mory, and conſcience, with h m your alone 
confidence in the darkeil ſcaſons and moſt 
diſtreſſing moments, even v hen all other 
truſt and confidence forfſake you. Norv 
honour your God and Saviour hy. the 
claim of your faith. With the cor of 
old; cry out in confidence, 15-119. d, God 
is my falvation, I wili truſt and not be 
afraid, for the Lord Jchovah is my 
ſtrength and my ſong ; he allo is become 
my ſalvation,“ (Ia. xi. 2.) 

Again, the Lord now counſels : u, 
„Let him ſtay himtelf upon his God.” 
Perhaps you are now. writing moſt bitter 
things againſt yourſelf. You are thinking 
all is dark and diſconiolate within; I can- 
not lee that I have a ſingle grace to ſtay 
my ſoul upon. It is not only dark, but 
tempeſtuous alſo. One wave of corrup- 


tion rolls over another. The ſtorms of 


M 3 : juſtice 


1 
juſtice are over my head. I fear ven- 


geance is purſuing me. Black clouds of 


unbelief hang heavy on me, while the 
enemy inggeits within me, Where is now 
thy God ? Alas! what will become of me? 
What muit I, what fhall I do, in this hour 
and power oi oarknels ? 

Behold, here is a cordial held forth to 
revive your drooping mind, and to ſup port 
your {inking C; irits. Hear and obey the 
voice of your Wonderful Counſellor ; * Let 
him {tay himielf upon his God,” Mind 
this, His God till, though he walks 
in darkneis, and hath no light. O 2 
vour mind with this; God in Chriſt 1 
ſtill your God. Stay your foul upon hi 
Are you weak, weary, faint, and ready.to 
fall? Then lean upon your God for ſup— 
port and firength. Clothe your mind, 
memory, and conicience with Chriſt; with 
God maniteſted in him, reconciled to you, 
at peace with you; your covehant God 
and Father in Chriſt; and with all the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes 
which he hath given us in him; and take 
up the Tfveet claim of faith, and cry, in 
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the im portunate prayer of your dear Lord, 

„My God, my God, why haſt thou for- 
faken me ?” Thus truſt and ſtay, believe 
and hope, cleave and lean, call upon and 
pray to the Lord your God, O ye chil- 
dren of light, while ye walk in darkneſs: 
for ſo he lovingly commands you. 

O the happy privilege! the precious 
counſel! the cheering comfort! the ſup- 
porting ſtrength, contained in theie words 
of the Lord, by Itaiah, to all his dear 


children e walk in darkneſs, and fee no 


light ! Spirit of all grace, help us to obey 
this precious word, to put on Chriſt who 
is the light of life, to truſt in him, and to 
{tay our fouls upon him, whenever we 
walk in darkneſs, and fee no light. O foul ! 
let not this trath forſake thee: bind it 
about thy neck: write 't upon the table 
of thine heart: it t ſhall be health to thy 
navel, and n arrow to thy bones : namely, 
that our fatety 1 curity entirely de- 
pend on the love of God's heart to us, 
and the hold his omnipotent arm of grace 
has of us: v hile our com fort ariſes from 
Jaying hold of Clu nf, cleaving cloſe to 

him 
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him, and abiding ſtedfaſtly in him. Hence, 
fays Paul, I am apprebended, or caught 
hold of, by Chriſt Jeſus: what then ? 
Why, lays he, I ſtrive by ali means to 
apprehend, take tait hold on, and to have 
full pofleſion of this precious Chriſt, 


who firſt apprehended me, (Phil. ii. 12.) | 


This is the genuine work of taith=this 
the labour of every real chriſtian—this 
the experience every ſinner appre- 
hended by Ch: i! 

When that gr ps, Julius Cæſar, 
was at anv time fad and dejected in his 
mind, he uſed to lay to himſelf, * Think 
that has art Ceſar.” This thought 
revived his ſpirit. Thus, O toul, in thy 
darkeſt tcatons and heavied tra; nes, re- 
member thou art a chriſtian; Jeſus is thy 
Saviour; God is thy Father; the Holy 


Ghoſt is thy Comtorter. Stay thy mind 


upon wis 5 Plead and wait for the comfort 
of this: | herefore will the Lord wait, 
that he may be gracious unto you, and 


therefore will he be exalted, that be may 


have mercy upon you; for the Lord is a 
God 
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God of judgment. Bleſſed are al! they 
who wait for him,“ (la. xxx. 18.) 

5thly. When in worldly trials and 
bodily afflictions, put on Chriſt, Theſe 
are our dear Lord's precious legacies to 
all his beloved followers. Juſt before he 
left the world, he told us, “ In the world 
ye ſhall have tribulation.” But this wall 


be very hard te endure, if we have not 


Tetus with us in our trials and afllictions. 
Pray mind how trib:lation is placed. It 
ſtands between peace and victory. Peace 
is in the front; victory brings up the rear. 
Bleſſed be his love; thus our dear Lord 
begins, © Theſe things have I ſpoken un- 
to you, that in me ye might have peace. 

In the world ye ſhall have tribul=tion.” 
Bleſſed be his power, Thus he ends, “ Be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.“ 
(John xvi. 33.) As if he had faid, In the 
midſt of all your tridulations, let them be 
of what kind ſoever, clothe your mind 
and memory with thoſe thin! gs winch J 
have ſpoken unto you, thut you may have 
peace oi conſcience. Rem: mber the peace 
| have made for you, DF my blood on the 
| croſs. 
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croſs. I am your peace. In me you ſhall 


tind peace. Let none of your tribulations 
diſtreſs your conſcience, for none of them 
ſhall deſtroy your foul, For I have over- 
come the world, and all the evils of it. 
My conquelis are your victories. There— 
fore be of good chcer. When we believe 
this: when we put on Chriſt, and his pre- 
cious W ords, we find and feel conſolation 
in the midſt of tribulation : “ for this is 
the victory. that overcometh the world, 

even our faith,“ (t John v. 4.) But how 
does faith ov e the world, and all the 
tribulations we meet within it? By bring- 
ing Chriſt, his victories, and his ſtrength, 
into the heart; and by preſenting to "the 
wind the proſpect of heaven and glory. 

Then the world lof ſes its hold of our heart, 
it finks in gur {ul's edeem, and is brought 


under our feet. And as to its tribulations, 


upon a juſt eſtimate, the belicver ſays, 
« | reckon that the ufferings of this pre- 
ſent tune are not thx to be compared 
with he glory which ſhall be revealed 
ui us, (Kom. vin. 18.) 0 precious Je- 
{us ! how ine xpreſſibly precious is thy 
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preſence to the foul, when in the furnace 
of affliction ! | 

Pliny mentions certain trees that grow 
in the Red Sea, which, thoagh beat upon 
by the waves, ſtand like an immoveable 
rock. Yea, in a full ſea, they are quite 
covered with water. Yet it appears, by 
many proofs, that they are bettered by the 
roughneſs of the tea. So a chrithan plant- 
ed in the red lea of Christ's blood by faith, 
is proof againſt all the waves of temptations, 


and is improved by afflictions. Yea, the 


more he 1s beat upon, and though over- 
whelmed with the billows of diſtreſs and 
trouble, the better he thrives, and the more 
his foul flouriſhes in ſpiritual grace. For 
this is the loving defign of our Lord, in 
all our troubles and atictions, to wean us 
more from the world, and to endear him- 
felt more to us. So that every affliction 


has its committon from him. It comes 


with the impreſs of his love upon it. Its 
contents run thus: Your Lord ſeeing 
that, through too much cafe and proſperi- 
ty in this world, you are prone to torget 
him, therefore he calls on vou by this, 

| to 
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to put nim on note arcently, that you 
may c ]i]n hin and his love more com- 
| itabiy in tour mind, mem ory, and con— 
ſelence.“ See to it then. Look up to him, 
that this bleed end be an{wered, 

J have often found by experience, and 
confetied with joy, that a tick bed has 
Proven like a hot-bed to my foul, It 
has drawn up warm defites, and lo ngmg 
actions to Chriſt. And | have ſweetly 
tound the Sun of rightcoutnets ariting 
upon me, reviving, cheering, and coni- 
fortilig my ioul. It is only Chriſt put 
on in the mind, n. emory, ond conſcience, 
that can tunport under trials, yield pa- 
tieuce and comfort in afilict tions, and 
ſanctity all of them to the ſoul's profit. 
When «aMict:ons are moſt heavy, Chritt's 
pretenee makes tag world and its troubles 
molt light. X 

It is our wiſdom to ſee the rod of chaſ- 
titement in the hand ot a loving Father, 


x 
But God is only a F ather to us n Chriſt, 
We are bis children by taith in ans it, 
(Calo ini. 20.) Tiheictore we cun only tee, 
kny:v, and rejoice in him, and iubmit to 


him 
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him as our Father, by putting on Chriſt 
our elder Bro ther, Take ſeſus with you 
in all your ſuderings, and you ſhall find, 
that as ſufferings abound in you, conſola- 
tions trom him ſhall alſo abound to you. 

It is your glory to fee that all your 
afflictious are chaſtenings from the Lord; 
that they are all in love ; that in all, he 
deals with you as with a ſon im whom he 
delights, and whom he deſigns to profit ; 0 
therefore that he does not puniſh you with 
vindictive wrath; that he is not taking 
vengeance on you for your fins, But how 
can you ſee thi-, except you put on Chriſt, 
in whom God bath received full fatisfac- 
tion for all your fins; hath freely for- 
given you all tor his ſake - and hath fully 
juſtiſicd you from all in him? 80 that, 


Aridtly pokes God, your Father, is 


not ſo much puniſhing you For your ſins, 
as driving ycu FROM your fins. That is, 
in all his chaſtiſements, he intends your 
ſpiritual good, that you ſhould be more 
and more a partaker ot Chriſt and his ho- 


'lineſs ; that fin may he more exceeding 


finfu! ; yourſelf more vile in your own 
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eyes; more humbled before him, and 
your Saviour more ineſtimably precious 
to your ſoul. So that all is a rod of love 

to whip you from the world, ſelf, and fin, 
into C brit, that vou ſhould put him on, 
and enjoy him v ho is your righteouſneſs, 
life, and ſalvation. 

Then, in and under all, ſo put on Chriſt, 
that you may ſay with Job, „ Though he 
ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him. 3 (xiii. 15.9 
For 1 know him ; I know that he is my 


Redeemer ; that he ever liveth to pray 


for me, to ſupport me, and to ſave me to 
the very uttermoſt. If Chriſt be with us 
in all, all will be well wich us. Could 


Czfar jay to the trembling mariner, in 


a violent ſtorm, “ Be not afraid, for thou 
carrieſt Cæſar ?“ O well mayelt thou ſay 
to thy ſoul, in every ſtorm of affliction, 
be not afraid, for thou carrieſt Jeſus. He 
ſays, Fear not, for I hive redeemed 
thee; I have calied thee by thy name; 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt th! rough 


the waters of aMiction, I will be with 


thee; and through the rivers (many and 
great troubles) they fhall not overflow 
! thee. 
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thee. When thou walkeſt through the 
fire. (fierce and ſcorching trials and dit- 
treſſes) thou ſhalt not be burat; nei- 
ther ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.“ 
Now, why all this fafety in times of 
fierceſt troubles and greateſt dangers ? Hear 
and rejoice. Thou art the claim of je- 
ſus. He hath redeemed, and called thee. 
He challenges thee as his own purchaſe, 
bought with the price of his precious 
blood. And that thou mayeſt claim him, 
he ſays, For I am the Lord Tay God, 
the Holy One of Iſrael, ray Saviour,” 
(Iſa. xliii. 2, 3.) Then, in all thy troubles, 
put on Chriſt ; clothe thy mind, memory, 
and conſcience with all that is contained 
in that precious, ſoul-comforting word, 
THY SAVIOUR. 

Luther uſed to ſay, Come what will, 
in ſpite of the devil and all his children, 
we will fing the forty-fixth Pialm.” O it 
is a moſt precious, triumphant one, It 
begins with the joyful confidence of faith, 
„ Gop is our refuge and {trength, a very 
preſent help in trouble.“ It 1s replete 
with conſolation: and it ends with the 

N 2 triumph 
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triumph of __— es?: 1 
bots is with us, the Ged of Jacob is our 
rekuge. Sclah.“ Sn tz, dwell on, 


L.ord of 


7 

and glory in this. | 

6thly. As we ars.toput on Chriſt in our 
heavieſt and WO i trans a ſo We are allo 
to put him on in our beit and 1 erke 
ones. Aud this, for one and the very finite 
Teal it, Decal We are coumalt.eu to Glo- 
ry of kim 0x17, and to 1cjoce in him 
ALWAV. 1 we are Prone to be clated 
with pride at our good flames, and de- 
jected to diſtreſs at our had ones. or, 
when we find ourſelves in a good frame, 


ſurely. we think ue have thin put on Christ. 


his is much to be do ubte q Feg, it is 
greatly to be ſalpedted, tnt we too Often 
let go Chriſt, and cleave to our god 
frames an fine feelings. What think yeu 
of Peter? Was not he in a fine frame and 
comfortable feeling, when be ſo boldly 
told 2 [ and „Though all men ſhould 
be offendedl becnhuſe of thre, vet will I ne- 
ver be offended: 1 am realy tO. go with 
thee into priſon, aud unto death!“ 2 
we doubt, but that be Mas clotned, with 
telt- 
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felf - confidence, inſtead of putting on 
Chriſt his ſtrength, and crying to him as 
he did in his ſinking frame, Lord, fave, 
or I periſh ?” But, after Satan had ſifted 
Peter, we hear him no more boaſting of 
his zeal for and love to his Lord. It was 
then, Lord, thou knowett whether I love 
thee, and how much I love thee. He had 


now done with talking about his great love, 


and his perfect love to Chriſt; and was 
more taken up with the great love and 
pertect love of Chriſt to him. 

Paul was in danger of being exalted 
above meaſure, through the abundance of 
revelations which were given him. As 
Satan tifred Peter, ſo he buffetted Paul. 


This drove him to his right place, the 


feet of Chriſt; to his proper ſtation, the 
throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and find 


grace to help in his time of need; to clothe 


his mind with the right object, Chriſt, 
and to cauſe his heart to truſt in and de- 
pend alone upon the grace of Chriſt, and 
not to be exalted at what he had been fa- 
voured with, and with what he found and 
felt in hinifelf, 
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Thus the chr: h or old is charged be 
the Lord; „ Thou didſt tus in thine 
own beanty, and playectt the harlot! 
cauſe of thy renown?) Now, how came 
ſhe by her beauty, and to be renowicd 
for her. beaut /? I. 
the come Which 1 , 
1aith the Lord Gog,” ( my 8 
What a monie of price is man! How 
101. ot that curied VEROM 18 WR Patio? 
We cannot receive any wit or being 
from. the Lord, bit corrupt: nature: 1s 
prone to be protid of it, to truſt in it, 
and to go of it. N one is Exempt 
from this. I ap, 
refer to your experience. Wen your 
heart has been abet od in Prayer; car: id 
out in bumbling: meitinge, 
aſpirings, cc. When vou have heard 
the word unn warm alsetion and 
heavenly joy; have communicated with 
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a rapture of love; When your tongue has 


talked of Chriſt to others with ſweetneis 
and liberty; when your hand has been 
mretehed forth to do an good work; u 
all theie, have yon net found pride vory 
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vourſelf with pleaſure, and to reſteſt with 


delight ft, Well, now I am ſomebody in- 
dred; now the Lord loves me truly ; 
iirely he loves me better, now I find 
mytelf 1» ſweet, and feel myſelf ſo com- 
ivitavle? If you have not found it ſo 
with you, I know one. who has. But 
jname on us for this. God be mereiful 
i 15! For where is our precious Chriſt 
this witte 2 Not 52 on in your mind, 
emen y; and comeience. No. But we 
have locked at ourſely ves, till we have fal- 
len in love with ae 3 m have loſt 
Nit ot him. We have been admiring 
gur vilèe felves for our a inſtead of 
being in raptures with jeſus, who is al- 
cagether lovely, in whom all fulneſs of 
race dwels, and out ok whoſe fulneſs 
e teccibe grace for grace. Lo beat. 
don pride, n nk into the depth of 
hun, it\y Paul lemands, „ no maxeth 
hee to differ from another? And what 
alt thou, that thou didit not recewe? 
Now, 1 thou didſt receive it, why doit 
Com lon, as if thou had not received 
T2222 (1. Cor. iv. 7.) Hereby plainly ins 
natinz, that we thould ever turn our 
| CGH 
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eyes from the gift to the Giver : from 
ourtelves, to our Lord. And whatever 
difference there 1s in us from another, we 
ſhould reſolve it all into the ſovereign will 


of God, who by his diſtinguiſhing grace 


makes one man to differ from another, 
by freely beſtowiug thoſe favours on 
whom he will, which he owes to no one. 
This is hard work to proud hearts. We 


forget that we ſtand by faith, and are 


high minded. We get into a bigh opinion 


of ourlelves, of what we are in ourlelves, 


and what we can do for ourſelves, towards 
our own ſalvation. _ 

This ſpirit the Galatian church fell in- 
to. It prevails much in our day. Hence, 
our full and final juſtification by Chris is 
oppoled, and our juſtification at the laſt 
day inſiſted on to be by our own works, 


by what is found in us, or done by us. 


But this vile, unſcriptural notion exalts 
the creature, and debaſes the Saviour: 
ſupplants the work of Chriſt's obedience, 
to eſtabliſh our own works and righteouſ- 


neſs. Our own rightevuinets ſticks as 


cloſe to us as our fins. A ſecret confi- 
dence in it, is the ſtrong citadel and chiet- 
eſt fort wherein the great ſtrength of our 
enmity 
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en nity agninſt Cbriſt and his rig hteouſ- 


from 
atever nels lies. Hence, in the actings of faith, 
| e t 15 of 1e 
r, we we iind the motions of ſpiritual price ever 


n will ſtarting up. But ever know, you Never 
can, nor ever will get rid of the charac- 


grace : : 

other ter of a ſinner; therefore lie low; and 
, x © fs 1 

s on ever ce your need oft the HO Pertect 

one. 1: hteouſneis of your 8. urety. 


We on Chriſt in oppofition to all ſuch 


| are | proud notions, Come out from among 
inion eh men 576 e ye ſeparate from tuch prin- 
ves, | cles, and tlie Lord will receive vou. 
rards | Lrer remember, vour ſtanding and ac- 
| c pt: mee 2 15 alone in him that God views 
Il in- you, loves vou, 8 dons you, juſtiſics 
nce, you, accents yon, del! ts in you, reſoices 
if 18 wer Von, an 1d bicfies vou, with all fpi- 
laſt I 1020 längs 1% CHRIST, according as 
rks, j hath chüſen you in bit befor: the 
us. | if _ n of this world, This, 15 th 
alts | faith by ACS we land. Tals is the 
ur: faith we ate t 3 I:ve-and Wa! 'k DT. 4 8 
Ice, 100 io [+ 8301 | ich- mide on but fear, Car 
out tue pid e. ſelt. iguteouſneſs. If you do 
as } tf live and walk by the faith of this, vou 
nfi- | KT} the Spirit, the witnets for Teſs, 
ef. and then no warvel that you fo ſoon loſe 


your ſwest elcyated joy ful frames. Fur 
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if in any ſenſe we truſt in them, and ve- | 


lue ourſelves upon them, they rival the 


Saviour, and counteract our faith. And, 


when we loſe fight of Chriſt, no marvel 
that our comfortable frame is gone and 
our minds fink into dejection and diſtreſs, 
Would we keep our good frames, let 
us look through them to Chrift in and 
trom whom we receive them, While we 
feel ourſelves happy, let us put on Chriſt 
in our mind and memory, who obtained 
peace for us by his blood, and believing in 
whom we are filled with joy and peace by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Therefore be clothed 
with humility. Behold and imitate the 
Pſalmiſt. Feeling ſome thought of pride, 
like a buzzing fly alighting upon his 
ſoul, he beats it away with, Not unto 


us, O Lord,” It alights a ſecond time, 


he flaps it away again with, * Not unto 
us.“ It comes a third time, and he kills 
it deac! with, * But unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth's 
fake,” (Pſalm cxv. 1.) O how does the 
ſight of mercy and truth make pride flee 
and hamility abound ! 

7thly, In the view of death put on 
Chriſt, Well, chriſtian! All hail! I 
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congratulate thee. Thou haſt but one 
ſtep more to take before thou wilt be at 
home with thy Lord. Then thou (halt 
for ever put on thy Jeſus in glory and 
immortality. For verily there is but a 
ſtep between thee and death. Soon, very 
ſoon, thou muſt put thy feet into Jordan's 
cold ſtream, and muſt paſs through the 
river Death to thy promiſed inheritance. 
What then ? Doſt thou ſhudder at the 
thought ? Nay, but why ſhould you ? 
For, 


„Faith builds a bridge acroſs the gulf of 


Death. | 
Death's terror 1s the mountain Faith re- 
moves. | 
'Tis Faith diſarms Deſtruction, and abſolves 
From every clam*rous charge the guiltieis 
tomb.“ | | 
Faith! Why faith! Faith of itſelf is 
but as an empty hand. How then can 
faith effect all this? O it receives and 
brings its author and object Jeſus into 
the heart. By putting on Chriſt, by 
clothing the mind, memory, and con- 
{cience, with his victories, we become 
triumphant conquerors over death and 
the grave. Thus faith does all — 
ſetus 
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Teſus, who is all in all. Long before 
our Almghty Conqueror afiumed our 
tieth with dauntlets rejolution, be ſays, 
& Q death, I will be thy plagues; O 
grave, I will be thy deſtruction,“ (Hoſea 
xill. 14.) Ee hath fulfilled his word to 
the very uttermolt. “ He hath aboliſhed, 
annulled, deſtroyed, and repealed death,“ 
(2 Tim. i. 10.) As to all bis redeemed, 
it is b. a penal evil. For Chriſt bas 
taken away its ſting, removed its curſe, 
and changed it into the precious bleſſing 
ot SLEEP, They only * fleep in Jeſus,“ 
(1 Theft. iv. 14.) Believe this. Put off 
thy fears of death, and joyfully fing, O 
death where is thy fling 77” It is taken 
out by my Chriſt. O grave where is 
thy victory ?* Thou art conquered by my 
Chritt. Thanks, thanks, eternal thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory 
over death, thro' our Lord Jetus Chriſt. 
1 hns Faith receives the vitiary: puts it 
on and wears it. Thus Faith difarnis De 
ſtruction. Thus it_ filences every cla— 
morous charge of fin. Thus it makes 
even the dreary tomb guiltleſs. 
But, if death is conquered, yet you 
dread dying; for you lay, death has not 
10ſt 
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before laſt its power to hrt yen. Tes, bu 
ed our . For Jeſus! th Geſtred him 
ſays, © had the power Of ten, that 18 
es; O Peres (Lieb. ii. 14.) So ibat.ceati] ; 
(Hoſea only conquered, but the power of death 
vord to and the devil is de:iiiroveu. ow ane 
olithed, q Chriſt effect this? Way, tlie ting of 
death, death is fin.“ This he bare in nis OWN 
leemec, | body on the tree. I's he waiſhed- ai oy 
rift has by his own blood upon ths crotss- Th 
s curſe, hie hath for ever taken ar ay an d; 113 died 
bleſſing us from hy bis ring. from he dead. 
Jeſus,” So that divine justice 12 8 6 Peiver the 
Put of ſinner, for I have found a rankvt u,“ (Job 
ig, 0 ene be e of lin is ihe 
s taken law.“ The ſtrep ot ot every curie of 
rhere is the law, Chriſt lach fully tunained aud 
by my ſuffered. The ſtrength ot every com- 
thanks mand of the law, eius perfectly obeyed 
victory and fulfilled. Thus death is difſarmed, 
s Chriſt. both of his ſtrength and ſting. Then 
puts it put on Chriſt's 8 ut for your ns, 
rnis De. aud his obcdience ummto death fol your 
ery cla- Iuſtification in your mind, Wamoly, and 
t makes cenſcience, o will you have living com 
| fouts in a dying hour; your heart will re- 
yet yon F-—- Jaice in Je eus, al (| YOu = ſing victory even 
hnas not in death. 
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If Jeſus be with you, you will ſay with 
David, „ Though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
tear no evil.“ And with Paul, you will take 
up this triumphant challenge, * Who 
{hall ſeparate mie from the love of Chrift?”? 
(Rom. viii. 36.) Shall death? No. 
„ Death is yours,“ (1 Cor. 11. 22.) Your 
conquered enemy; it cannot hurt you. 
Your covenant friend in Chriſt, com- 
miſſioned by him to ſummon you from 
a world of vanity and woe, and a body of 
ſin and heath, to the bliſsful regions of 


glory and immortality to meet your Lord, 


and to be for ever with him. 

In the Marian perſecution, a godly 
woman was brought before bloody Bon- 
ner, biſhop of London, on account of 
her faith. The biſhop threatened he 
would take her huſband from her. Says 
me, Chritt is my huſband.” Says he, 
„will take away thy child.” She re- 
plied, © Chriſt is better to me than ten 
ions.“ Says he, I will firip thee of all 


thy comforts.” „Well, but,“ faid ſhe, 


„ Chriſt is mine; and you cannot ſtri 


me of him. Take away what you will, 


you cannot take away my Chriſt from 
| | me.“ 
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me.“ So death may threaten to take all 
from you; but if you put on Chriſt, you 


may boldly put death at defiance, as ſhe 


did Satan's tiſhop. Having Chriſt in 
your mind, memory, and conſcience, you 
will take a ſmiling leave of the world, 
and ſay (as good old Simeon with Chriſt in 
his arms did) “ Lord, now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, according to 
thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion,” (Luke 11.29, 30.) 
What a pearl of glory lies 
Hid in the goſpel field? 
What a jewel of great price, 
Is in the word reveal'd | 
Who can ſet its virtues forth ? 
How exquiſite its glories are, 
Its ineſtimable worth 
What mortal can declare? 
When this godly pearl I wear, 
And put this jewel on, 
I ſhall covet nothing here, 
But tread theſe trifies down: 
Then my heart will be above ; 
My joy and treaſure will be there; 
I ſhall walk in light and love, 
And with my Lord appear, 
| Q 2 n 
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Of the bleſſed Effects and happy Conſe- 
quences of thus puting on Cars r. 


T THEN Alexander ſet out on his 
V great exploit ot conquering the 
world, before he left Macedonia, he di- 
* wm among his C Daptains and friends all 
he had. On which one of his friends 
reproved him for being ſo profuſe as to 
reterve nothing for him telt. Alexander 
replied, © I have reiervea much tor my- 
elf, for Tam full of h-p2 of being the 


nionirch of tle whole world, which 4 


the bel of my capt ins aid noble? Lex 
pect to gain.“ Was be content to let 


out with nothing Hut tne poke Ton. of 


this hope? O chriſtian! what is this 
Ds compared to yours? A hope f full 
of immortality. Th: wel with Alexande 


pou part with all things, yet putting on 


Chpiſt, you poſlets all in him. O the in- 
finite blefledneſs of this, “ Chriſt in you, 


the 


| 
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the hope of glory!“ Though you do not 
kope to be ibe monarch of the world, yet 
vou have that faith which overcometh 
the world, and have infinitely greater 
honur iu being an heir of God, and 
a joint heir with Chriſt. For this world, 
and all things in it, ſhail be burnt up; 
but you fhall live and reign with Chriſt 
to all eternity, Mott glorious effects of 
putting on Chriſt! Yea, but betore we 
arrive at the heavenly manſions, we ſhall 
experience even in this life, the bleſſed 
effects and happy conſequences of putting 
on Chriſt. For, 

1ſt, We ſhall not only be alive to God, 
but lively in our fouls, and lively m his 
ſervice. We ſhall not be fluggiſh, and 
crawl on heavily in the ways of God, 
but ſhall walk with pleafure, yea, run 
with delight, the way of his commagd- 
ments. For we ſhall find this bleſſed 
promiſe fulfilled, *++ We ſhall renew our 


ſtrength: mount up with wings as eagles : 


run and not be weary ; walk and not taint,” 
(Tia, xl. 31.) Whatever we do, we. ſhall 
do it heartily as unto the Lord, We ſhall 

O 3 ardenily 


11 


ardently ſtrive againſt fin, reſolutely reſiſt 


nets n the fear of the Lo;d, | 

Thus we ſhall honour the goſpel, adorn 
its doctrines, manifcit the glory of grace, 
and glorily the God of our falvation ; 
while at the faine time we ſhall reprove, 
if not improve, that race of dull, formal. 
tleopy pi otetlors, who ſeem to have net- 
ther life nor ſpirit in the ways of God. 
Though in the viſible church, they have 
a name to live; yet alas, they appear to 
be as dead to any hie of communion 
with Carilt, livelincts of ſpirit from him, 
and cheertul devoredne!s ot heart, lip, and 
lite, to the glory of him, as the carnally 
dead in fin. What the poet fivs in a 
natural ſeute, may juitly be applied to iuch 
n a tpiritual Ole: 


He toundly ſlept the night away; 
" Andy ilt did—nothin 8 all the day.” 


KR ” nal recommendation of that 
holes mia hott, that he is found 


wind aud lunb. It cannot be faid fo of 
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many profeſſors. For though their wind 
may be ſound enough to talk of the 
doctrines of the goſpel, yet they are not 
ſound in limb: they halt and tire in the 
ways of God, inſtead or running the 
heavenly race. Thouvh t! ey are all life 
and activity as to carnal things, vet they 
are cold and liteleis as to ipiritual tlings. 
Such muſt ſtand reproved by the tp; ritual 
livelineſs. of warm-heorted chriſt ins, and 
the evidence which they give of their in- 
ward enjoyment of Ch; it's love; rich ex- 
perience of his preſence and power; that 
they are feeding upon lum in their hearts, 
and growing up into him in all things, 
who is the chief otject of their aſfectisus, 
and the one de fire of their ouls. 

But, O how little ot this is to be found 
am on * many proteflors! Nax, to init 
much on this, will draw tot th fro! oN a 
les ping protefior, an evidence that he is 
not ene dead: for he will jut open his 
eres, look upon von with chntempt, a: d 
Fawn out, Ah. this is a Mzrtiohfer 
ure, —a young thing en the mount, in its 
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ſuch, that inſtead of a reproach, it is the 


honour of old chriſtians that they have 


come doun from the mount of ſpiritual 


joy, and left their firſt love. Ah! but 


it is poor profeſſion, without the affec- 
tions. Sorry profeſſors, whote heads are 
furniſhed only with cold notions, while 
their hearts are deſtitute of warm love. 
What ſhall we ſay of ſuch? that they 
really are in Chriſt, and do put him on? 
It is to be queſticned. Yea, they queſ- 
tion it themlelves. Are they alive to 
Chriſt? It is to be doubted. Yea, they 


Joubt it themielves. They live in dread- 


ful ſuſpenie. At times, when conſcience 
is a little ronſed, they complain of doubts 
and tears, whether they really have an 
intereſt in Chriſt or not. Is this at all 
to be wondered at? For, inltead of put- 
ting on Chriſt, and not making provi- 
ſion for the fleſh to fulfil the lofts theres 
of, they put off Cbriſt, diſobey his ſelf- 
denying commands, live after the fleſh, 
gratify its lut, and walk according to 
the courſe of this preſent evil world. 
See then the bleſſed effect of putting on 
| Chriſt, 
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Obhriſt, in having your ſpirit hvely, your 
affections warm, your frame comfort table, 
and your foul ardently preſling © towards 
the mark for the prize of your high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
2dly, You will live in the joyful ex. 
perience of this truth, GOD 1s LovE. ' 
He will ſhed his love abroad in your 
heart, by the Holy Ghott. The peace 
of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
ſha}l keep your heart and mind through 
Jeſus Chriſt; and the Spirit itſelf will 
bear witneſs with your ſpirit that you are 
a child of God, Fer, ſays our dear Lord, 
« It a man love me, he will keep my 
words, and my Father will love him, and 
WE will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him,“ (John xiv. 23.) What a 
bleſſed word is this! Whot a wonderful 
wy fiery Goth it hold forth: Here is, 1, 
A fu H proof of the plutality, or trinity, 
of perſons in the Godhead, 2d, The 
covenant love and condeſcending grace of 
the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, not only in coming to, but in ta- 
King up their abode in the hearts of poor 
| ſinners, 
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finners. O marvellous myſtery of love! 
3d. The perſons who are thus highly ho- 
noured, even all thoſe “ who love Chriſt 
and keep his words.“ That is, who put 
him on, believe the words of his grace, 
and live under the influcn e of the doc- 
trines he taught, the precepts he gave, 
and the ordinances he appointed. 


But now, is not the Spirit's witneſs of 


the Father's love to us, and of our intereſt 
in Chriſt's ſalvation, the common privi- 
lege of all believers? Doubtleſs it is. Vet, 
without breach of charity, we may aflert, 
moſt profeſſors reſt ſhort of it. Some 
are quite eaſy and contented without it. 


Others, for want of it, are at times in per- 


plexing doubts, dejecting fears, and rack- 
ing uncertainties, concerning their ſtate, 
whether they are the chil-iren of God, 
and have redemptien in the blood of 
Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs of their fins, 
or not, But why 15 it thus? It cannot 


be tor want of encouragement from the 


word of our Lozd For thus runs his mu- 
nilicent charter, It re abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye thall alk what 


ye 


„ 
ye will, and it ſhall be done unto you,“ 
(John xv. 7.) Again, * Aſk, and ye ſhall 
receive, that your joy may be full,” (xvi. 
24.) Farther, ** If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, now Much Mok fhall your 


heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 


them who aſk him ?““ (Luke xi. 13.) 

That our Lord here ſpeaks to his con- 
verted diſciples is plain. That he ſpeaks 
of the {pirit of adoption, in filling their 
fouls wih fulnels of joy, by bearing 
witneſs with their ſpirits that they are 
children of God, cannot be doubted. That 
without this aſſurance, their joy cannot be 
full, muſt be granted. And that he here 
means to ſtir up, and urge ALL his diſci- 
ples, to aſk and plead tor this moſt comfort- 
able bleſſing, cannot be denied. Why then 
is not this ineſtimable privilege, which is 
common to all believers, enjoyed? Our 
Lord very plainly ſuggeſts the reaſon, 
There is a condition exprefled, upon 
which the bletling is ſuſpended. This 
condition not being complied with, the 
comfort is not enjoyed. Mind how our 

Lord's 


Father will give 
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Lord's words run: „IF ye abide in me, 
and my words «abide in you, ve ſhall afk 
what ye will, and it ſhall be done unto 
vou.“ Pray mind this, “ If ye abide 
in me. Now, th ough ſalvation is abſo- 
lutely ſure, and infalli bly certain to every 
belicver, by the immutable decree of 
God, through the redemption of we gt it ; 
yet. the comfortable knowledge and aff 
rance of intercit in it, can only De en- 
joyed by abiding in Chriſt; or, as our 
Lord explains bimlelt, © Tt my. words 
abide in you.“ That is, if the doctrines 
of my grace and love, and the truths of 
my 1alvat: ion, are rooted in vour mind, 
fixed in vour memory, and eſtabliſhed in 
your contctence, ſo as that you are lie: 


; 28 
and feeding 


upon them, holding falt the 


tleady Prot. ſhon of them, ſtegtaſtly abid- 


ing by them, and living under the influ- 
ence of them, then © atk what vou will, 
and it ſhall be done unto you.“ Your 
his Holy Spirit unto 
you, to bear witneis with your pin it, that 
you ars his children — thus your joy mall 
be full. you ſhall be filled with all iov and 
peace in believit 12, 

Hence, 
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Hence, it is moſt plain, that aſſurance 
by the witnels of the Spirit, can only 
be enjoyed by putting on Chriſt, and 
fedfaitly cleaving to him in heart, hope, 
and aftection. For want of this, many 
90 on heavily, without the witne's of 
the Spirit. They do not put on the Lord 
Teſus in the whole affection of their 
toul. They do not enough honour him 
by the faith of their hearts, They do 
not enough keep his words, abide in 
him, clothe their minds with his preciou 'S 
truths, record his wonderful love in their 
memory, nor hve enough upon his fi- 
niſhed talvation in their conſcience; and 
10 are not wholly given up to Chriſt's 
glory in their hves and conver fations. 
But, inſtead hereof, ſpiritual tloth, world- 
ly-mindedneis, and carnality ot afiections 
10 prevail, that they do not ge all dili— 
gence to make their election ſure. They 
do not attend to that folemn prohibition, 
+ Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world,” They do not re- 
gard that awful aſſertion, © If any man 
ſore the world, the love of the Father is 
P not 
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not in him,” (1 John ii, 15.) This will 
ever he found true in experience; if the 
heart is given up to the world, it will loſe 


the ſcnie of God's love. In one word, 
ſome curied thing there is which rivals 
Chriſt in the heart, aad grieves the Holy 
therefore he withholds his com- 
focting witneſs from their ſpirits. Hence, 
the edge of prayer is blunted: they have 
not boldneſs at the throne of grace to aſk 
with power, plead with importance, and 
wreſtle with vehemence, like Jacob, ſay- 
ing, © I will not let thee go, except thou 
bleis me.“ Therefore they do not obtain 
the witneſs of the Spirit. 

Sce then, the unſpeakable blefſedneſs 
of putting on Chriſt, in the happy en- 
joyment of the Spirit's witneſs : For, 
hereby you will be able to ſay with the 
church,“ My beloved is mine, and I am 
his,” (5ong ii. 16.) and with Paul, 
& Chriſt loved mx, and gave himfelt for 
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ME,” (Gal. ii. 20.) Thus you will enjoy | 


not only the reviving conſolation of the 
ſatety of your preſent ſtate, but alſo of 
your certain perſeverance unto eternal 
glory, 
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glory. You will not merely take up with 
the notion, Once in grace and always in 
grace; but you will really enjoy the 
comfort of this Chriſt-endearing truth, 
& Having loved his own, he loved them 

to the end,” (John xin, 1.) 
zuly, By putting on Chriſt, you will 
ut off the love of this world; you will 
Five above the world while you live in it. 
If Chriſt be in the heart, the world will 
be in its proper place. If you are clothed 
with the fun, the moon (all ſublunary 
things) will be under your feet. O what 
blefledneſs to have our converſation in hea- 
ven; to have our affections ſet on things 
above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right 
hand of God ! It was a cuſtom in Rome, 
when the emperor went, on ſome grand 
day, in all his imperial pomp and {plen- 
dor, to have an officer go betore him, with 
ſmoking flax, crying out, Sic tranſit 
gloria mundi: So paſſeth away the glory 
of the world. This was to remind him, 
that all his honour and grandeur paſſed 
away, juſt like the nimble ſmoke and 
burnivg flax. But putting on Cbriit 
| P 2 moſt 
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moſt effectually doth this. If Chriſt's 
love be flaming within, it will burn 
up the love of the world in our hearts; 
and our affections will fit looſe to all its 
vain pomps and glittering vanities. We 


ſhall die to tne woild, before we die out 


of it. We ſhall live and walk with God, 
and be dead to it, before we die in it. We 
Mall be dead to the men of this world, to 
their vain converſations, and ntinful plea- 
ſures. We ſhall daily put off the old man 
with his deeds, | 

Alexander the Great, when young, be- 


ing aſked to run in a race among the 


common multitude, revlied,- „ Wäre I 
not a king's ton, I thould not regaid my 
company ; but being ua prince, 1 miſt 
keep tuch company as is ted to my 


noble birth ang royal dignity.“ What 


a a is this to many of God? s chil- 
ren, who chooſe for their companions 
the children of the devil 7 But ' pol» 
tciing Chtiſt, you will act up to your 
new birth and heavenly dignity. You 
will not, you cannot, to des rade vourſelf, 
25 to chooſe the ungodly for your compa- 
nions, 
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nions, their ways as your delight, nor their 
aſtimes for your entertainment: for your 
foul will delight in the holy company, and 
heavenly converſation of the ſaints, who 
know the precious love of Chriſt, walk 
in his holy ways, and can, from heart-felt 
experience, teſtify of his rich grace and 
olorious ſalvation. O how much com- 
fort! how many ſpiritual bleſſings has 
my ſoul reaped from this! More and 
more are yet to come from the preſence 
of Chriſt, and with the commnnion of 
ſaints ; yea, bleſſed be Jelus, a whole 
eternity is to be ipent in this bleſſed com- 
pany, We enter upon it now by faith; 
and the more we put on and p. ſtets 
Chriſt, the more we enjoy heaven upon 
earth, and taſte the bliſs of glory in a 

world of miſery. 
4thly. Putting on Chriſt, we ſhall find 
growing delight in ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures. For, ſays our dear Lord, „ They 
teſtify of me, (John v. 39.) The witneis 
they bear to our Beloved is the joy of our 
ſouls. Thoſe who are deſtitute of Chriſt 
are |. ready to {ay of the ſcriptures as the 
3 king 
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king of Iſracl ſaid of Micaiah, “ I hate 
them, for they do not prophecy good con- 


cerning me, but evil.“ But, we find 


that they prophecy good, and nothing 


but ! even the good-will and free 
love of God to vs in Chriſt. Do we 
meet with a curte in ſcripture? We 
may write under This tell upon my 
dear Saviour. Ile ſuffered all the wrath 
Of it; de drank up all the deadiy porton 
in it; he died for our fins, according to 
the {-riptures,” 
made u curfe for us, (Gal. iii. 13.) Now, 
fays Paul, I declare unto you the goipel, 
by which ye are javed: if ye keep in 
memory, or hole : it, Chriſt and his fal- 
vation, as the joytul news of the goſpel. 
Thus, by the holy feriptures, we are 
taught the prectot! cis of Chriſt, the 
greatneis ot his love, and the fulneſs of 
his ſalvation, Putting on Chriſt, as re- 
vealed in the ſeri! Duro; makes them Pre- 
cious to beliewing hearts. II our hearts 
are at any rime warmed with love, and 


burn with nov, it ie becauſe our Lord 
docs, as he cid to bis fit Gifeiples after 
his 


( 1. Cor. xv. 3.) He was 
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his reſurrection, open the icriptures to us, 
and open our andes ſtanding to underſtand 
them, Warm hearts and. burning aflec- 
tions, which are not cauſed by a ſolid; 
rational un.lerttanding of the 1criptures, 
are greitly to be {1{pected as enthuſiaſtic 
&l ation $ As they ipringnot. from Chriſt's 
truths, they promote not his glory. 

Again, do we find any bleſſing pro- 
nounced: ? Ve may write under it, This 
is ours; it comes to ns from our loving 
Father, though our dear Saviour. For, 
« hleffed be the God and Father of our 
Lord ſetus Chrut, he hath bleſſed us with 
ALL ipiritul bleſtings in Chriſt Jeſus,” 

Eph. i. z.) There is not one bleiling we 
can want, or that a God of infinite love 
can beſtow, but what is ours in Chriſt, 
ani} which.we are ture to partake of. 

Do we read a {fweet and precious pro— 
mie? We may tately claum it as ours. 
Let us never draw back, or ſtag ger at 
the proante through unbelief. For, hav- 
ing Chriit, all the pro niſes are in him, 
and all are ours in him; and all ſhall be 
tulfilled in us, and to us, to the honour 

and 


| ! 
and glory of God, by him.“ For if God 


ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him 


up for us all, how ſhall he not with him 
alto, freely give us all things?“ (Rom. viii. 
32.) Now, look earneſtly at this bleſſed 
text, Though every word 13 replete with 
love, and big with joy, yet, in tranſcrib- 


ing it, theſe two words, WITH HIM, ſtruck 


me greatly, Pray mind them. Chriſt is 


God's free gift to his people: he is given 


to be a covenant to them, a refuge for them, 
a head of influen'e over them, a Saviour 
to the uttermoſt of them, and the bread 
of life to ſeed and nouriſh them up unto 
eternal lite. : 

Now, have yon received this precious 
free gift of the Father's love, his beloved 


Son? Have you put on Chriſt? Then 


conſider, after tuck a wonderful gift to 
us, trom the loving heart of a gracious 
God, how is it poſſible for him to with- 
hold any bleſſing from us? Surely, God's 
own Son was the greateſt gift God could 
beſtow. How then ſhall he, not wita 
HIM allo, FREELY give us ALL THINGS 
—ALL temporal good things; ALL ſpi- 

| ritual 


— 


ritual 
For Al 
nant p 
and ſh. 
in anc 
cterna 
Take 
all gie 
them: 
ther's 
patrin 
oth 
hum 
in pre 
ail ti 
| F or V 
and 
Pal 
witkie 
than 
all k 
and 
mur 
adve 
this 
CONC 


[ 165 J 

ritual bleſſings; yea, eternal glory alſo? 
For ALL are ſecured to us in the cove- 
nant promiſed to us in the ſcriptures, 
and ſhall moſt certainly be enjoyed by us, 
in and with Chriſt, for our preſent and 
eternal welfare, to the glory of our God. 
Take then the holy icriptures, which are 
all given by inſpiration of God, and claim 
them as the charter of your heavenly Fa- 
ther's love, and as the deeds of your rich 
patrimony in Chriſt. 

zthly, Putting on Chriſt, you will 
humbly ſubmit to all God's diſpenſations 
in providence, and cheerfully acquieſce in 
all the ſovereign purpoſes of his grace. 
For vou will fee the wile hand of a God, 
and the Brieg Ine rt ot a Father in bath: 
Paul exhorts, Rejoice evermore. Pray 
without ee ung. In every thing give 
thanks.“ 0 is ſpiritual joy oppoſed to 
all kinds of Hrrrow; prayer to every want 
and diſtrets: and giving thanks to all 
murmuring and complaining in times of 
adverſity. Mind the bleſſed reaſon, “ For 
this is the will of God, in Chriſt ſeſus, 
concerning you, (1. Theſſ. v. 16, 17.) 
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Then may the Chriſt-ciothed ſinner ſay, 
this is the will of my covenant God, my 
loving Father, in Chriſt, concerning we, 
He loves ME in Chriſt; he choſe ME in 
him ; he rejoices over ME in him ; and he 
can intend nothing but good to ME in him; 
therefore I will conſtantly rejoice in my 
God, ever pray to him, and ceaſe not to 
give him thanks: for I fee nothitig but 
grace in his will, wiſdom in his ways, 
and love in his heart towards ME. I can- 


not, I dare not reply againſt the ſove- 


reign will of my gracious God, or ſay 
unto my loving Father, what doſt thou ? 
For my Lord hath told me, and I record 
this ſoul - ſatisfying truth in my mind, 
« What I do, thou knoweſt not now, 
but thou ſhalt know hereafter,” (John 
Xlii. 7.) 

T herefore, infiead of vainly attempting 
to unravel the mazes of !t'rovidence. to 
comprehend the deep myſteries of grace, 
to e plain all the hidden arcana of the 
one, and to juſtify the methods of God 
in the other, [ will humbly fall down, 
and filently ad. re, fimply believing this 
joyful truth— ALL THIN CGS work to- 
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gether for good to them who love God, 
to them who are the called, according to 
his purpoſe.” (Rom. vin, 28.) O what 
caule have I to rejoice in my God, and 
to give thanks unto him! For he hath 
called me according to his purpoſe ; his 
blefſed purpoſe is anſwered upon me ; L 
have come to, do believe in, and put on 
his beloved Son, as the joy of my mind, 
the glory of my memory, and the triumph 
of my conſcience. Now God and I are 
one in Chriſt; his will is mine; and L 
defire my will to be wholly conformed 
to and entirely ſwallowed up in his. 
O how ſweet! thus to find our ſtrong 
realonings calt down, and every high 
thing which exalts itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of God, and every thought 
brought into captivity to the obedience of 
Chrilt ! 
bthly, You will confeſs Chriſt on 
earth, and your converſation will be in 
heaven. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame, yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever, will be the end of 
your converſition. For, out of abun- 
dance of what 1s in your mind, memory, 
and conſcience, concerning your Beloved, 
your 
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your converſation will be featoned with 
the iavour of his love and grace. But 
alas: how hitle {piritnal, experimental 
diſcourſe is to be hrard | A _convrcrtation 
tco much prevails among proiciors, which 
is as tiifling, and to as little edification; 
as though they were to talk of the famous 
exploits of thoſe renowned heroes, Toin 
Thumb, Robin Hood, or Jack the Giant- 
Killer 
I have often promiſed myiclf much 
pleaſure and Pro it from the company ot 
profeſiors, in bearing and tpeaking of the 
things of Chtiſt; but have left them 1ad] 
grieved and ditappoin.ed; Inde ed, by the 
appearance and. converfation of jome I 
have niet with, I mould not have tut- 
pected that Lucy profeſſed to know any 
thing of our dear Saviour's love, had it 
not been whitpercd i my ear, That is a 
menler of Di, — , church; and tha 
a nember of Mr. s church. One 
could wih, the real members of Chriſt 
to give better evidence of their being 
11h, by. their confeſhng Chriſt in their 
© hat a pliv, that that 
little 
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e 
little member the tongue, which 1s able 
to {et on fire the converſation, and warm 
the heart with love, ſhould be dumb to 
our precious Immanuel's ſalvation and 


glory, while it can fo glibly talk of va- 


nities and trifles! Ah, but when Chriſt is 
put on in the mind, memory, and con- 
ſcience, he will be uppermoſt on the 
tongue. The heart will be pained, if the 
tongue is reſtrained from ſpeaking of him. 
We ſhall ſay with David, “ My mouth 
ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy 
ſalvation all the day, for I know no end 
thereof.“ — © Come and hear, all ye who 
fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my ſoul,” (Pfalm Ixxt. 15, 
xvi. 16.) When the heart truly believes 
unto righteouſneſs, the tongue will be a 
ready member to make confeſſionof Chriſt 
and his falvation, And to encourage us 
herein, ſays our deir Lord, Whoſoever 
{hall confeis me before men, him will T 
confeſs before my Father, who 1s in hea- 
ven,” (Mat. x. 32.) See how highl 

Chriſt will honvur thofe who cook 
him. Greater honour cannot be confer- 
red on us, linfal worms of the earth, 


Q than 


Son. 


inner 


ration. 


E 


than to be confeſſed before the glorions 
Majeſty of heaven, by his only begotten 


Now image to your minds, that 


vou fee and hear Chriſt thus ſpeaking to 
his Father in heaven : | 
„O righteous Father, behold that poor 


is not aſhamed of me and my 


words, but boldly confeſſes me before 
men, as his only Saviour. 
ful witneſs to the truth of my word, and 
the power of my grace. 
that his hope of pardon from thee is in 
my blood; all his dependence for juſti- 
fication in thy fight, is in my righteouſ- 
neſs; and all his expectations of bein 
ſaved from fin, death, and hell, is from 
my grace. He confeſſes me to be his 
portion. He follows me in the regene- 


He is a faith- 


He confeſſes 


He denies himſelf the vain plea- 


{ures and ſinful delights of a wicked 
world. 
nor live unto himſelf and fin. 
Father, I confeſs him before thee, as one 
of my dear brethren ; the purchaſe of my 
blood, and the ſubject of my grace. Fa- 
ther, I will that he may poſſeſs that peace 


He cannot be conformed to it, 
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from thee, which I made by the blood of 
my croſs; and enjoy thy love thed abroad 
in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt now, 
and hereafter be with me, to bzhold my 
glory. 2 

O moſt glorious confeſſion of miſerable 
finners, by our ever loving Saviour, Ad- 
voc ite, and Interceſſor! The thought of 
it is enough to fire our hearts with love, 
and ever engage our tongues to confeſs 
Chriſt before men. But O what incon- 


ceiveable, what ineffable joy will it afford 


us, to hear Chriſt confeſs us before his 


Father, when the world ſhould be in flames, 


and the ungodly are crying to the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them, and to 
hide them from the preſence of God and 
the wrath of the Lamb, ſaying, The 
great day of his wrath is come, and who 
is able to abide it!“ Ah, but ye diſciples 
of ſuch a loving Lord, are not ye, as I 
am, aſhamed for having been too often 
aſhamed of Chriſt and his words before 
men! This ſhame 1s a moſt bold intruder. 
Well may we weep, to think of the ad- 
vantage he has gained over us, But, by 
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putting on Chriſt as our greateſt glory, 
we fhall ſhake off ſhame as our vileſt 
enemy. When Chriſt is within us, ſhame 
will hide his pitiful head, and ſkulk away 
from us. Profeſſing Chriſt, we ſhall boldly 
confeſs him, Chriſt enjoyed in the mind, 
memory, and conſcience, will make the 
Chriſtian thrive and rejoice in this bleſſed 
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On paſt ExrENTENCES, and preſent 
FrAMEs and FEELINGS. Of the Usk 
and ABUskE of them. | 


F Chriſt be put on, we ſhall not be 

content to live upon, and reſt ſatisfied 
with paſt experiences, as too many pro- 
feſſors do. Alas! how many are, as the 
prophet expreſſes it, Settled upon their 
lees,” ſaying, in the apathy of their ſoul, 
© The Lord will not do good, neither 
will he do evil,“ (Zeph. i. 12.) Juſt as if 
they were to ſay, The Lord cares not for 
the proſperity of our fouls. He regards 
not what frames we are in, whether we 
are lively and ſpiritual, or flothful and 


carnal; whether we confeſs him, or not, 


It is alike to the Lord. He will neither 
bleſs for the one, nor chaſtiſe for the 
Q other. 
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other. Such being ſettled upon their 
lees, are quite careleſs and fecure. For 
they can remember, that formerly, ſome 
work paſſed upon their hearts. They 
can recollect, that at ſuch a time, and in 
ſuch a place, they had what they call a 


ET RHEL VISIT. They can look back five, 


ten, or twenty years ago, and call to mind 
that they did then know ſomewhat of 
(what they call) the grace of God; and 
they can now boldly aſſert, once in grace, 
always in grace. Hence they vainly con- 
clude all is well; all is ſecure. There 
1s ſcarcely a frame of mind more to be de- 
plored, dreaded, and deprecated than this, 
8 keep my ſoul ever watchful againſt 

. Lord, fave me trom ever falling into 
8. 

Hear how differently Peter ſpeaks : * If 
ſo be that ye have taſted that the Lord is 
gracious, — what then? fit down in floth 
and eaſe — live upon what you formerly 
taſted, and be ſatisfied all is ſafe? Ono! 
but ſays he, © be coming unto ſeſus, as 
unto a living ſtone, (1 Pet. ii. 3, 4.) Here 
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is a conſtant and continved act of the 
ſoul. Chriſt lives to communicate freſh 
bleſſings. We are not to reſt on the dead 
foundation of former barren notions, but 
conſtantly to exerciſe our faith upon him, 
as the living foundation of our hope ; 
coming unto him as the life of our ſouls, 
and the ſource of our comforts, that we 
may appear, as LIVELY STONES, for or- 
nament and beauty in the {piritual build- 


\ ing. Thus ſhall we confeſs and honour 


Chriſt before men, and evidence that we 
are alive to his glory. N 
Though paſt experiences are not to be 
reſted in, nor lived upon; vet by no 
means ſhould they be forgotten. We 
ſhould be calling to mind the Lord's 
dealing with us, and kindneſs to us in 
days that are paſt, But to what end? 
merely to get ſome evidence that for- 
merly the Lord was gracicus to us, that 
we may indulge prefent floth 2 Nay, but 
to quicken our preſent coming to Chritt, 


DJ . 
to animate us to freſh confidence in him, 


to ſtir us up to ſeek freſh comfort from 


him, 


. nn os 
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him, fellowſhip with him, and conformity 
to him, that we may more boldly confeis 
him, obſerve how David reaſons and 
acts, in regard to paſt experience, The 
Lorn, who delivered me out of the paw 


of the lion and the bear, will deliver 


me out of the hand of this Philiſtine.“ 
Here is preſent confidence, excited by 
paſt experience. Hence ſee how he puts 
on the Lord, and arms himſelf atreſh 
with the ſtrength of his God. He ſays to 
Gol ah, I come to thee in the name of 
tle Lord of hoſts.” How does he ho- 
hour his Lord, by the faith of his heart 
and the conteſſion of his tongue? and 
tee how the Lord honoured him. (1 Sam. 
xvii.) N 

The death of paſt experiences is the 
reſurrection of preſent diſtruſt and diſ- 
treſs. Living upon paſt experiences is 
the death of pretent exerciſe of faith on 
Chriſt, Every experience of his mercy 


looks two ways: it fatisfies preſent want, 


and is a pledge of future hope: yea, and 
allo excites to greater confidence in the 
Lord. Therefore recall thy Lord's paſt 
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dealings with thee, to encourage thee to 


put him on afreſh, for preſent experience 


of his love and power, that you may be 
conſtantly telling of his goodneſs, and de- 
claring the wonders of his love. 
Again, As to preſent frames and feel- 
ings, if we put on Chriſt, we ſhall nei- 
ther over -rate, nor undervalue them. 
An extreme on either ſide is hurtful. 


Some look more to their frames, and live 


more upon their feelings, than they do 
upon the word of truth and the fulneſs 
of the grace of Chriſt. Hence, they do 
not ſee nor confeſs the glory of Chriſt 
ſhining 1n the fundamental doctrines of 
the goſpel : ſuch as God's everlaſting love 
to and choice of ſinners in Chriſt—the 
ſovereign efficacy of God's grace in quick- 
ening and converting them to Chriſt—his 
fully juſtifying them in his righteouſneſs 
—and his almighty power, in keeping 
them by the faith of Chriſt unto eternal 
ſalvation, &c. Theſe glorious truths ma- 
ny cannot bear to hear, but ſay they 
lead to Antinomiamiſm, and cry out, 
Away with all doctrines ; give us warm 

hearts 


1 


hearts and comfortable feelings; though 


all theſe doctrines lead to Chriſt, center 
in him, and nouriſh and build up our 
ſouls in the faith of him: And if warm 
hearts and comfortable feelings do not 


ſpring from the belief of theſe truths, and 


are not ſupported by the word of God's 
grace, they are not the ſolid, ſeriptural 
joys of the Holy Ghoſt, but the effects 
of a warm fancy, and a heated imagina- 
tion. They ſpring from ſelf-righteouſneſs 
and telf-complacency. They begin in na- 
ture, will end ih nature, and deceive the 
ſoul. This is certainly evident, when 
warm frames and comfortable feelings are 
ſet up to eſtablith ſelf-confidence, and to 
ſet at nought God's glorious difplay of 
his everlaſting love, covenant grace, and 
abounding mercy to ſinners in Chriſt, re- 
vealed in bis word. The Lord faith to 
luch, © Behold all ye who kindle a fire, 
(the fire of naturc's paſſions) who com- 
paſs yourſelves about with ſparks, (the 
ſpark of your own righteouſneſs) walk in 
the light of the fire, and the ſparks that 
ye have kindled : But, This ye ſhall have 
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at mine hand, faith the Lord, ye ſhall lie 
down in ſorrow, (Iſa. I. 11.) For we 
know how toon a ſpark goes out, and na- 
ture's fire dies away. _ | 
Do not we ſee this verified in profeſſors 
daily? For, inſtead of putting on Chriſt, 


and clothing their minds with his precious 


truths, and living upon the glorious de- 
clarations of God's rich grace, the immu- 
tability of his counſel and covenant, ra- 
tified by the blood of Chriſt, and con- 
tirmed by the ſacred word of God, that 
the heirs of promiſe might have ſtrong 
contolation, alas! they quit the faith of 
all this, to live upon what they find and 
feel in themſelves. And hence, when 
their warm frames vary, and their com- 
fortable feelings decline, where 1s their 
conſolation ? All fled and gone, like the 
morning miſt before the meridian ſun. 
Then they fink into diſtreſs of foul, and 


lie down in ſorrow of heart. Hence, 


how many profeſſors have fallen away, 
gone back to ſeek happineſs in the world, 
and rejected Chriſt, his truths and ways, 
as gloomy and dittretiing! Thus ſuch 

SAINTS, - 
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8AINTS, in the eyes of men, fall away, 
and thus awfully ends their confeſſing of 
Chritt. 

Our Lord deſcribes ſuch as ſtony ground 
hearers, who receive the word with joy : 
it works mightily upon their paſſions and 


aftections. Juſt like PLIABLE in the Pil- 


grim's Progreſs: “O (ſays he) the hear- 
ing of theſe comfortabie things, 1s enough 
to raviſh one's heart! Well, my good 
companion. Come on. Let us mend our 
pace.” But, ſays our Lord, “they have no 
root in themietves,” no ſettled under- 
ſtanding, no folid Judgment in the re- 
vealed truths of Gd. They believe 
for a while.” Their faith is founded up- 
on the heat of their paſſions, and ſup- 
ported by animal joys, inſtead of being 
rooted in the word of God. Hence, 
in the time of temptation or trial, they 
fall away.“ 80 did PLIABLE at the 
Slough of Deſpond. The very firſt trial 
he met with cooled his patſions, killed 
his faith, and ſent him back again to the 
City of Deſtraction. Such not being 
rooted in, nor living upon, „Thus faith 
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the lord ;” not believing in their hearts 


the written word, nor feeding in their 
tea;its on Chrilt, the efiential word, it is 
no wainnel that their _ joys and 
folly comforts forſake them, and that 
their eonteſſion of Chriſt is ſoon at an 
end. O ice to it then, that you honour 
God's word by the ſteady belief of your 
heart ; and his faithſulneſs and truth, by 
the trim reliance of your ſoul: So will 
von ſtedfaſtly cle:ve to Chriſt; and let 
your frames and feelings be what they 


may, ſtill you will fee and confeſs Chritt 


do be all in all to vou. 
Our frames and feelings ate a very de- 
& ita) mirror to view the love of God 
m, or to judge of the love of God by. 
Zut in the t glats of God's bleſſed 
word, we behold the ameging love of his 
kart. in giving his beloved Son to red eem, 


ut! Wand ſave us—ihe iweet declarations 


ar his Covenant love, rich graces and pre- 
©0125 promiſes to us in Chriſt, which are 
ever to accompany and comtert us. T hefe 
fer 1 frames be what they may) are 
e only fim baſs for our fai aich ever to 

i& hx 


fix on 


them. 


1 


for ſolid peace, ſpiritual joy, God 
and abounding conſolation. And. if. our be h 
warm franics and comfortable feelings vete 
do not ſpring from faith in theſe, and are in, 
not ſupported by and corretpondent witn vou 
theſe, we may well fuſpect them: for in- deac 
ſtead of putting on Chriſt, and glorying witk 
in him, we ſhall be clothes] with the fool's fatis 
garment of e ee and felf- live! 
complacency. And, inttead of confeſſing com 
Chriſt to be alt ; in al} to us, we ſhall ſwell heat 
with a high notion of our own import- witt 
ance and perfection; fancying ourtelves mar 
to be ſomething. when we are nothing, ſpir 
and go en deceiving ourſelves. ing 
But, on the ether hand, rs ſome err bur 
about frames. and feelings, placing an un- his 
due confidence in them, and over- Fong for 
them above and beyond divine truihs, in ( 
others highly hen m and undervalue them, jal\ 
ſaying, We don't mind our frames and 
feelings; ve arenot to live upon them 
True: we are nat, be they ever ſo warm, 
lively, aud e e But bleifled be 
Our Lo:d, e Are. not lett to live without A 


Wurm, lively, comfortable frames, 
which ſpiing from faith in the word of 


 Gotl's 
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God's free grace to us in Chriſt, ſhould 
be highly prized, and moſt earneſtly co- 
veted. Not mind what frame your ſoul is 
in, nor what feelings vou have! Verily, 
vou mult be ſunk into a very carnal and 
dead frame indeed, and have taken u 
with an Antinomian faith, if you can ret 
fatisfied without feeling ſpiritual warmth, 
livelineſs, and comfort from union to and 
communion with Chriſt, our Lord and 
head. A ſpiritual man can no more live 
without ſpiritual feelings, than a natural 
man can without natural feelings. The 
ſpiritually quickened foul is either feel- 
ing the ſenſe, and groaning under the 
burden of the miſery and wretchedneſs of 
his fallen nature, and crying to the Saviour 
for deliverance, or he feels himſelf happy 
in Chriſt, and rejoicing in his love and 


falvation. For, 


If ſweet be our frame, 
Ve blets his Gear name: 
3 , s 
1! bitrer, we pray; 
And Tetus ſo loves us, he takes it away. 


R 2 


But 
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But, O ſoul, can you go on from day 
to day quite eaſy and unconcerned, with- 
out feeling the peace of God in your con- 
ſcience, the love of God ſhed abroad in 
your heart, and ſpiritual joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, ariſing from f-llowſhip with God 
the Father, and his Son ſeſus Chrift? 
Can you be content without praying, 
wreſtling, and ſtriving with the Lord for 
the enjoyment of theſe ſpiritual bleſſings? 


Verily, if you are not dead in treſpaſſes 


and ſins, yet be aſſured you are not living 
upon Chriſt ; but have put off precious 


Chriſt, and have made a vile exchange of. 


him for ſome curſed idol: And you dare 
not, you cannot ſay, in faith and truth, 
that you are confeſſing Chrift in heart, 
lip, and life, as your chiefeſt glory. The 
renſon is plain, If the foul is deſtitute of 
{ſpiritual affection to Chriſt, it can enjoy 
no warm trames, no delightful ſenſations, 
no ſweet incomes of light, life, love, joy, 
aud peace from lum. 

Ay, but ſay ſome, “the churches are 
fallen afleep.” Are they ſo ? More ſhame 


of 


for them. What then? ſhall we be afraid 


1 
of boldly confeſſing Chriſt, left we. ſheuld 
diſturb their re poſe, or decgufe we can— 
not awake them, ſhall we lie down by 
them, and go to fleep with them? True, 
Satan has rocked many proteflors faſt 
afleep in the golden cradle of worldly 
eaſe and proſperity ; yet, my dear bre- 
thren in Chriſt, we have a lite-giwing, 
joul-quickening Head. Surely, we C —— 
never think of him as Elijah mockingly 
told the priett of Baal, . Peradventure 
he is a God who fleepeth:“ and though 
we cry to him, yet he will not hear us 
quicken, nor comfort us. Au ay with all 
ſuch ſleepy, unbelieving, diſhonouring 
thoughts of Chritt; for he delights in 
the proſperity of his people. He is a 
living Head of influence to them. He is, 
4 quickening ſpirit in them, Ulis ears are 
ever open to their pravers. Fle bids them 
to come unto him for life. And his watch- 
word to all his children of the light. and 
of the day i Sleep not As do „ hrs. 7 
(1 Thef}, v. 6.) 
Let us then watch againſt 9 00 frame 
and beware of ſleeping profeilur:, leſt vi : 
N. 3 SK 


6.286} 
get into and reſt ſatisſied with a notion 


of union to Chriſt, without putting him 
on, in the life and power of taith, in our 


hearts, and feeling the comforts of com- 


munion with him, and the bleſſings of 
communications of light, life, holineſs, 
peace, and joy from him. Avoid thoſe 
who lightly eſteem ſpiritual frames and 
heart - felt experience of the grace of Chriſt. 
An acquaintance of mine, who had long 
fat under the miniſtry of the greateſt An- 
tinomian of this day, moſt judiciouſiy ob- 


ſerved to me ot his preaching, that he 


painted an exceeding good fun ; but there 
was neither light nor heat in it, nor any 
communications flowed from it. Mean- 
ing hereby, that he gave a fine defcription 
ot Cbriſt, and talked of union to him: 
but without expecting or receiving any 
ſanctifying communications from hun, to 
conform the loul to him, and cauſe us to 
bring forth the fruits of righteouſnets in 
our lives, to the honour and glory of him. 
Such preacheis and ſuch preaching, may 
do very well for thoſe who never had, or 
have lofi che feeling convichon of tin, the 
jenſe 


12 
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ſenſe of the importance of ſpiritual and 
eternal things; and who are ailcep in car- 
nal ſecurity. But fouls who are alive 
to God, and are hungering and thirſting 


after Chriſt, can no more be ſatisfied with 


{uch, than an bungry man can with painted 
food. For, from ſweet and bleſſed ex- 
perience, we muſt know and confeſs that 
Chriſt filleth the hungry with good things: 
taat, iu waiting upon him, we renew our 
ſtrength : that, in coming to him, he gives 
us reſt, and refreſhes our ſouls. For he 
is not a founta'n ſealed, but open and 
communicative of the ſtreams of his love, 
which make glad our hearts. We feel 
that he is the glorious Sun of righteouſgeſs, 
who ariſes upon our ſouls with healing 
grace and pardoning Jove under his 
wings. He flicds his warm rays, en- 
lightening beams, and enlivening influence 
upon us, whe reby we grow in grace, and, 
in the know ledge of him. delight to walk 
in fellowſhip u ich him, and love to devote 
our bodies, ſouls, and ſpirits to the glory 
of him. Hence it is that we glory of him, 
rejoice in him, and boldly coatets him M 

Ee 


„ 


us throughout in body, foul, and ſpirit. 


O chriſtians! That is a moſt blefied 
frame of foul, and a molt glorious con- 


feſſion of Chriſt, which St. Paul mentions, 


Nov thanks be unto God, who aLwavys 


cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and 


maketh manifeſt the tavour of his know- 


ledge by us in every place, (2Cor. ii. 14.) 
Hence lee you can never, never too much 
triumph of Chriſt, and in him. Though 
in ourſelves we are perfect weakneis, and 
entire {intulncis, and have neither joy nor 
victory, yet, in Chriſt, we ſhould erer be 
ſhouting the triumphs ot his victory: for 
over every eneiny that is againſt us, “ we 
are MORE THAN CON Q77 1. R ORSg throw 
him who loved us.“ (Kom, vin. 37.) Then 
ſo confeſs Chriſt, as to make every place 
retound with the ſhouts of his victorious 
grace. Thus always ſpread the feet ta- 
vour of his precious knowledge. 

But, is it never wiifpered m your ear, 
« You make too much of Chriſt, conteis 
o 


be the chiefeſt among ten thouſand to our 
hearts, as our Saviour from all fin; and 
altogether lovely in our ſight, to ſanctify 
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too much of him, and hereby roh God 
the Father of his glory?” It is often in 
mine. But, we may be fully affured, 
that this comes from the ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſt, For Paul declares with thanks, 
that it is God who cauteth us ALWAYS 
to triumph in Chriſt, &c. Is it ſo? Is it 
the peculiar work of God to cauſe us to 
confeſs Chrift, to triumph in him, and to 
make manifeſt the favour of his know- 
ledge ? Why then, ſaith the Antinomian 
ſpirit of ſloth and licentiouſneſs, let us be 
fill and quiet, there is no need of any 
activity, labour, and diligence of ours, 
But, ſaith the ſpirit of Chriſt to his mem- 
bers, ſtir up the gift of God that is in 
yon. Be not flothful. Pray, wreſtle, and 
ſtrive with God, for that power which 
he giveth to them who have no might. 
Give the Lord no reſt, be conſtantly cry- 
ing to him to ſtrengthen 3 you by his ſpi- 
rit in the inner man, that vou may be 
ready and obedient to every good word 
and work, for your Lord's glory. Is it 
God w 3 workcth | in us both to will and 
to do, of his good pleature ? This is a 

reaſon 
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reaſon why we ſhould work our own 
ſalvation: that is, be dilig:nt and active 
in the uſe of thoſe means of grace which 
are connected with, and are productive 
of, the comfortable hope of ſalvation and 
glory ? Do we expect the Lord to give us 
peace always, by all means? Then, let us 
be always diligent in attending on all 
thoſe means in which he will be found 
by us, and beſtow peace upon us: fo ſhall 
we always triumph in Chriſt : and it will 
be our greateſt glory to confeſs him, and to 
glory of him.“ Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, immoveable, al- 
ways ahounding in the work of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.“ (1 Cor. xv. 
£8.) For, | 

Laſtly, Putting on Chriſt, we ſhall he 
daily looking to, and joyfully longing for 
his coming. If Chriſt dwells in us by 
taith, we ſhall find our hearts longing to 
be with him in glory. A taſte of his 
wonderful love on earth begets defires to 
enjoy its fulneſs in heaven, What precious 
words of my Lord are theſe! O my ſoul, 
| clothe 
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clothe thyſelf more and more with them! 
6 Fa I Wirt that thoſe allo whom 
tion haſt given me; be with me where 1 
am, it they may behold my glory,” 
(John xi. 24.) 1 will come again to 
rect id v t,/ u Fſelt, that where J am, 
there „d muy bello,“ (chap. xiv. 3.) My 
ellen. ede r what are we about! 
Wiy are our heads at any time hanging 
down, ad our hearts dejected ? Why 
rather, e not our hearts all on fire at 
thete words, and our souls ardently long- 
ing for our Lurd's coming again to re- 
ceive us to himtelf, that we may be etcr- 
nally with him, an tor ever behold his 
glory? -Veriuy, k will be chus if Chrift 
be put on, and our memories clothed with 
thete his precious worde, and our con- 
icicnces find peace in him. 

But what Kills own 8 cemborts? 
What denadens QUT 107 T1 i hope 7 oh What 
prevents our ardent lon abies after glory, 
mortality, and eternal life with Chriſt ? 
Noting but giving way to curſed unbe- 
lief, which gives the ije to the God of 

truth, 
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truth, and calls in queſtion the ſweet de- 
clarations and precious promiles of the 
God of love. O beware then, of thoſe 
who dung, water, and cultivate this dege- 
nerate plant, by teaching that God - dit- 
honouring, foul- dejecting doctrine, that 
any ot Chriil*s ſheep may ſo fall from 
grace as to periſh in their fins, and ne- 
ver be with him to behold his glory. 
For this will prove like a dagger to the 
heart of your hope, and effectually kill 
your lonying tor the coming of your 
Lord, But, if Chriſt be put on, and his 
truths dwell in your mind and memory, 
you will honour his words, caſt away all 
baſe ſuggeſtions againſt bis love, and joy- 
fully ſiug, 


Thy love divine that made me thine, 
Shall keep me thine for ever. 


And indeed, unleſs the mind be clothed 
with, the memory retains, and the con- 
ſcience be living upon the word of Chriſt's 
grace, the declarations of his love, the 
promiſes of his lips, and the unchange- 
| able 
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able purpoſes of his heart, inſtead of 
longing for his coming, we ſhall tremble 


at the thought of his appearing. But 


to prevent this, our ever dear Lord, well 
knowing how fooliſh we are, and how 
low of heart to believe, ſays, I give 
unto my ſheep eternal life; they ſhall never 
periſh ; neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand, (John x. 28.) Words 
big with comfort, and replete with joy: 
words, enough to ſilence for ever the gain- 
ſayings, and put to perpetual ſhame all 
who give our Lord the lie, by afferting 
that any of his ſheep may periſh. Yea, 
ſufficient to make curſed unbelief ſkulk 
away, and hide its baleful head. Now, 
it you put on Chriſt's truth, you will love 
his appearing. But if you receive the 
devil's lie, that there is a poſſibility that 
you, a believer in Chriit, may not enjoy 
eternal life, but may be plucked ont of 
Chriſt's hand, and periſh everlaſtingly.— 
then you will dread the very thought of 
Chriſt's coming. Inftead of obeying your 
Lord, 3 he bids you lift up your head 
with joy, for your redemption draweth 
8 nigh, 
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nigh, you will hang down your head with 

1orrrow, dreading, leſt your damnation 
draweth nigh. 

Again, To encourage our longing for 

the coming of our Lord, he ſweetly al- 


ſures us, „ Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live 


a!lo,” (John ziv. 9.) No, ſays the father 
of lies, by the ſons of the bond-woman, 
though you may live a life of faith upon 
the Son of (iod for a ſeaſon, yet you may 
fall thort of eternal life and glory, and 
periſh in your fins at laſt, But that is 
impoſſible, unleis Chriſt himſelf be dead. 
—A godly woman being left a widow in 
great dittreſs, with children crying for 
bread, the mother ſaid, Children be com- 
torted, for God lives. But, ſome time 
after, one of the children ſeeing its mo- 
ther weep, ſaid to her, What is Goſt dead 
now ? So, we may aſk thoſe who talk of 
ſaints falling from grace, ſo as to periſh in 
hell, What is Chriſt their Saviour dead? 
No, he lives, he ever lives to make inter- 
ceſſion for, and to ſave to the uttermoſt 
ALL who come unto God by him, (Heb. 
vii. 25.) Therefore, When Chriit, who 
is our life, all appear, then ſhall we alſo 
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appear with him in glory,“ (Col. ni. 4.) 
Having put on Chhriſt, we ſhall oppoſe 
his inſpired truths to all conſpired lies 
againſt his glory and our comfort. Thus 
ſhall we keep up our longing to be with 
him. Have we ſeen, by the eye of faith, 
the ignominy, agonies, forrow, and fiffer- 
ings, which Chriſt endured in the days of 
his fleſh for our fins, and tor our ſalva- 
tion? Have we taſted and felt, in the 
power of faith, the bleſſings aud comtorts 
of his humbling grace, dying love, and 


riſen power * live we put on Chriit as 


the glory of ur mind, the joy of our 
memory, and the comfort of our con- 
ſcience? And hence, do we not long 
and deſire to ſee that bleſſed head, once 
crowned with thorns for our aks, crown- 
ed with glory and hondur! and to be for 
ever with that dear MAN in glory, who fo 
dearly obtained eternal life and glory for 
us? Surely we mult, © knowing in our- 
felves, that we have in heaven a tar better, 
and an enduring ſubſtance,“ (Heb. x. 34.) 
For all on this fide death is ſhadow ; all 
beyond is ſubſtance. — Knowing in our- 
ſelves. O, it is this joyful knowledge 

84 that 
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' that fliarpens the edge of our defire, and 
quickens our longing to be with Chriſt; 
and by putting on Chriſt, we have this 
bleſſed knowledge in ourſelves, and aſſur- 
edly know that we are heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Chriſt, and ſhall certainly 
enjoy the heavenly inheritance with him. 
Ah, but ſays the enlightened foul, I can- 
not long for Chriſt's coming, becauſe I 
fee myſelf ſo vile, fo full of tin, fo prone 
to every evil, ſo backward to every good, 
that what title can I have to the kingdom 
of Chriſt ? As to your title, in and from 
yourſelf, you have as good a one as any 
ſaint ; yea, or any of he apoſtles (Paul, 
Peter, or John) ever had, which is none 
at all. Yet, this did not prevent theirs, 


nor thould it your longing for the —_— | 


of Chriſt. For he forbids our fears, an 

encourages our joy, with“ Fear not, 
little flock, it is your Father's good plea - 
ſure to 61vx you the kingdom,” (Luke xii. 
32.) So that you ſee, our title to glory 
comes to us by promite of the free favour, 
free love, and trec gift of our Father's 
good pleaſure. Faith claims our title to 
It, intereſt 1 in it, and meetneſs for it, thro” 


the 
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the grace of Jeſus his beloved Son. For 


as many as received him, to them gave 


he power (or privilege) to become the 
{ſons of God, even to them who believe 


in his name, (John i. 12) If you 


believe in Jeſus, you are a fon of God, 
an heir of God, and a joint-heir with 


Chriſt. So that putting on Chriſt, we 


know 1n ourſelves that we have in heaven 
an enduring ſubſtance. As to feeling your 
vileneſs, and ſorrowing for your finfulneſe, 
this is a clear evidence of your meetneſs 
for, and of your being a bleſſed heir of 
Chriſt's kingdom. For, ſays he,“ Bleſ- 
ſed are the poor in ſpirit ; for theirs is the 
kingdom ot heaven,“ Mat. v. 3.) Chriit's 


kingdom is poſſeſt in poverty of ſpirit.” . 


The deeper ſenſe of our vileneſs, the* 
more poverty of {pirit, che more blefſec - 
neſs. Becauſe hereby, the joul is cut eff 
from ſelf-righteous pride, ſelt- confidence, 
and ſelf-glorying; and the Saviour gets 
all the glory from the poor, ſenſible ün- 
ner's heart. He learns more aud mc re 
to put on Chriſt, to tiuſt more in him, 
and to glory only of him, as of God, 
made unto us wiſdom, -rightcouſueis, 
S 3 {1nctification, 

* 


* 
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ſanctification, and redemption ; that, ac- 
CORDING As IT is WRITTEN, *© he who 
glorieth, let him glory ix TAE Lorp,” 
(1 Cor. 1. 30, 31.) O it is bleſſed work 
indeed, when the ſoul is brought to this. 
Hence, ſuch glorying ſouls look and long 
„ for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall change our vile body, that it 


may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
body, (Phil. iii. 21.) 


Thele feelings of our vileneſs and fin- 


| fulneſs, are what every ſaint in Chriſt ex- 
periences. Yes, St. Paul, and his brethren 
in Chriſt, found juſt the ſame. Hence 
we hear him crying, © O wretched: man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death!“ (Rom. vii. 24.) Yet 
he declares, ** We are the true circum- 
ciſion.“ Our hearts are cut off from old, 
legal, ſelf- righteous dependencies for jufti- 
fication. We feel ourſelves to be vile and 
finful : therefore, „ we have no confi- 
dence in the fleſh.” We have nothing 


in ourſelves wherein to truſt, or whereot 
to glory. Yet, © We rejoice in Chriit 


Jeſus,” (Phil. iii. 3.) Rejoice that we are 
m him, and that no condemnation is 


againſt 
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againſt us, (Rom. viii. 1.) Rejoice that 
we are complete in him, (Col. ii. 10.) 
Rejoice that we are accepted in him, 
(Epheſ. i. 6.) Rejoice that we are pre- 
{-nted in him, without ſpot of fin unto 
ſalvation, (chap. v. 27.) And rejoice, that 
when he ſhall appear, then {hall we alſo 
appear with him in glory, (Col. in. 4.) 
For tho? we can fee nothing in ourſelves 
to afford us the leaſt ſpark of joy, yet in 
Chriſt we have an inexhauſtible ſpring 
of joy, and a never-failing fund of rejoic- 
ing. Hence we are called upon, Re- 
joice IN THE LORD ALWAY; and again 
I ſay, rejoice,” (Phil. iv. 4.) 

So that you ſee, this joy is the joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt; that joy which the Scrip- 
tures warrant and excite to, it ſprings 
from faith in Jeſus; and by putting on 
Chriſt, this ſpiritual joy in him, and long- 
ing for his coming, will be kept up un- 
der all the ſenſe and feeling of our own 
vileneſs. For, „chile in the tabernacle, 
we ſhall groan, being burdened,” (2 Cor. 
v. 4.) This ever was, now is, and ever 
will be the lot of all ſaints. But, What 
do they groan under? What are they 

burdened 
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burdened with? Nothing leſs than a body 
of fin and death. That you groan under 
this, is a joytul proof that you are a faint; 
that you have a new nature, and are a 
new creature in Chriſt, For the dead in 
un feel not their burden. They groan not 
under it. They cry not for deliverance 
from it. But we, who have the firſt- 
fruits of the Spirit, groan within our- 
ſelves, (Rom. vii. 23.) ** O wretched 
man that I An,“ ſays the regenerate, be- 
lieving ſanctificd Paul. It is our new 
and holy nature that feels the weight, 
and groans under the burden of our old 
body of tin and death. * Who ſhall de- 
liver us from this?” Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us victory, thro? Telus Chrilt. 
By faith we receive it, And there is no 
reliet tor us, but by believing in, looking 
to, and putting on the fin-bearing, fin- 
atoning Lamb of God, who takes away 
the burden of our fins. Soon, at his com- 
ing, we ſhall-be perfectly and for ever de- 
livered. 

Hear then the concluſion of the whole 


matter. This is the ſum of all T have 
men writing. This my grand aim in 
this 
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this work, to quicken your ſoul and mine 
to live and walk in conſtant communion 
and holy fellowſhip with God the Fa- 
ther, and his Son ſeſus Chriſt, through 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt. O may 
the Lord bleſs it, and make it ſubſervient 
to this purpoic, that while our ſouls enjoy 
the comfort of this, his bleſſed name may 
have all the honour and glory from our 
hearts, lips, and lives. O ye believing, 
Chriſt - clothed finners, well may ye ſay, 
Fly ſwiftly ye moments, till Jefus returns. 
Well may ye be wiſhing, looking, and 
longing for Chriſt's coming, to take you 
from all the fins, groans, pains, and ſor- 
rows which ye are the ſubjects of while 
preſent in the body, and abſent from the 
Lord. For, O what ineffable joy and 
boundleſs glory ſhall we enter into, when 
abſent from the body, and preſent with 
the Lord! Come, take a freſh view of it 
now. Let faith realize the proſpect. Let 
hope enter into that which is within the 
vail, and take freſh poſſeſſion of it. View 
it as at hand, and yourſelf juſt entering 
into it. See your Lord in full poſſeiſion 
of it for Yor. For Jeſus, our forerunner, 

| is 
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is FOR us entered, (Heb. vi. 20.) O that 
in the view of faith, in the joy of hope, 
and in the triumph of the love of Chriſt, 
we may be conſtantly crying, Make haſte, 
my beloved; come Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly. - Even ſo. Amen. 


Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lame, 
We love to hear of thee: 

No muſic like thy charming name, 
Nor half ſo {weet can be. 


O may we ever hear thy voice 
In mercy to us ſpeak ; 

And in our Prieft will we rejoice, | 
Thou great Melchiſedec. 


Our Jxsus ſhall ſtill be our theme 
While in this world we ſtay, 

We'll ſing our ]z5us* lovely name, 
When all things elſe decay. 


When we appear in yonder cloud, 
With all his favour'd throng, 


And Cuazisr ſhall be our ſong. 
FINIS. 
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Then will we ſing more ſweet, more loud, 


Medi 


ture! 
mend 


triun 


oud, 
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